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Commanding General

3d Marine Division (Reinf)
ATIN: G-3

FPO US Forces 96602

REIFAW CE: 3d Marine Division Order 3100.1D

1. (U) CODE NAME: None

2. (U) DATES of OPERATION: 010001 March = 2221400 Anril 1969.
3. (U) LoCsTION: Quang Tri Province, RVN

he (C) TASK ORGANIZATION: See inclesure 1.

5. (C) SUPPORTING FORCESs

a. Other forces OPCONt Fellewing units were placed CPCON to this Brigade
fer the pericd of time indicateds

Unit From ‘ To
3-5 Cav Before 1 Mar 69 22 Apr 69
¥/3-3 Méex Before 1 Mar 69 23 Mar 69
-ﬁ \~; Meov 11 Mar 69 23 Mar 69
N/1-0 Mow 22 Mar 69 23 Mar 69
1/3-9 Ma 23 Mar 69 1 &pr 69
D/1-9 Ma 28 Mar 69 30 Mar 69
#C/2-9 Mar _ Ipr 69 11 ipr 69
*H/2-9 Mar 554pY 69 11 Apr 69
K/3-3 Mar Apr 69 18 Apr 69
#L./3«3 Mar 1142nr 69 18 Apr 69
C/1-9 Mer- 18 Apr 69 22 Apr 69
*1/3-3 Mar 18 for 69 19 Agr 69
1 /3-3 Mar 19 4pr 69 19 for 69
¥B/1~3 Mo 19 for 9 fter 22 Apr 69
#C/1-3 Mar Apr ter 22 Apr 69

! [T S TU PN R PR RS § T Y

L R e~Faa- - €t River.

#Working out of C-li, &f{e ;

b

(1) During the renorting period 217k "5 1s" F bewgo was moved ¥
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helicopter in support of the 1st Inf Bde, 5th Inf Div (M). The vast mejerity
of the cargc was hauled by USMC CH-L6 and CH-53 helicopters.

(2 The Brigade also used USMC CH-lif6 hel:
Most of the troop lift was in the form of ait
an average of six (6) USMC UH 1E gunships.

c. TAC pirs During the rencriing period the Brigade continued to be sup-
ported by an #ir liaison/forward air control team from the 20th Tectical Air
Support Squadron. A total of 299 sorties were flown on 178 missions in support
of Brigade operations.

6. (C) INTELIIGENCE:

a !n enalysgis of the enemy situation in the-Brigade 20, ¢cupled with
an analysis of cordon end search operations end saturation ambushing and ,
patrolling that had teken nlace from December 1968 thru February 1969 revealed
that:

(1) NVA and VC main force units had not returned to the populated areas.

(20 The enemy continued to move in small grcups, avoided contact and
usually refused to fight mechanized forces.

(3) A shortage of food and personnel continued to force the enemy to
move from his base area to the populated areas to get food snd intelligence,
and to recruit replacements for his depleted forces.

(4) The infrastructure had been seriously crippled by the ccmbined cordon
and search operaticns of November 1968 thru Jenuary 1969. In order to survive;
the members of the infrastructiue hed tc continucusly move, conduct their
husiness dUring the hours of gawkness, and recruit new members: In additicn.

rdcns had become less refitable because a large number of the infrastructure
- been killed, e¢smntured, or run off by the constant combined ambushing and
& rdoning.

(8). In order for the infresstructure to survive, the enemy would have to
demcnstrate the inability of allied forces to prevent enemy raids and attacks
by fire during Tet, and he would have to disrupt the local elections that were -

to take place each Sunday in March.

(6) The enemy's offensive capability was limited to the conduct of hare

rasging attacks (attacks by fire, sniping, and the placement of mines and
bocby traps), or terrorist activities. Major forces would have to re-enter
the area from Lacs or North Vietnam before a serious threat could be posed to
nlatoon Or coipeany Sized Brigade, gRVN, RF or PF units.

b. The concentration on saturation ambushing and patrolling during the
"Tet Period" (February) had paid off. During the Tet Period no known enemy
terrorist activities occurred in tie AQ. =znd czptured ocuments stated that the
enemy felt that he could no lenger enter the populated porticns of prieu heng
Hai Lang, or Ma Linh through™theuperé 2, Brigade L0 west of Route 1. In

additicn the enemy was not gble) t¢ Yapan rﬁnﬁ.y forces or
instellaticns during the Te%@ w rport isquad was
T £ %-‘ i %L{a
et
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[Xjanppusshed end seven (7) of the eight (8) VC were killed as they attempted to
'fire at LZ Sharon).

c. Goecgrephicelly the 1lst Inf Bde, 5th Inf Div (M) A0 consists of four (4)
distinet terrain areas; cne, the coastal dunes;, twc, the rice paddy belt between
the coastal dunes and Route 1 (QL1); three, the Piedmont or brushwood areas west
of Reute 1, and four, the cancpy ares in the southwest portion of the AO. Base
frea 101 is located in the canopy area (see inclosure 2).

(1) Observation and fields of fire are generally good throughout areas

one, TWC gny baree except wnere heavily vegetated. 1n hese areas. heaviest
Yegetation is normally e#C())und along the streams, canals and older roads. Area
four offers limited observation ong fields wf fire due to the hesvy jungle
growth. Cover in area one is poor at bests The sand dunes offer some limited
cover and concealment from ground observation but virtually none from air obser-
vaticn (The enemy stays in underground bunkers and spider holes to avoid detec-
tion in the dunes aress during the hours of daylight). Area two oOffers some cover
and concealment in the mcre heavily vegetated areas along the streams and canals,
and in the abandoned hamlets along the "Street Without Jey" (Route 555); area
three offers little over; but the vegetation offers goc d concealment from ground
and air cbservaticni Thé heavy vegetation, rough terrain and many bomb and shell
craters in area fou generally prcvide good. cover and conceament.

(2) The greatest obstacle in the areais water, especially during the

rainy season or after a typhoon when the rice paddy and dunes areas often flood
and the rivers overflow making the area east of Route 1 one large lake. In areas
rne, tWO and three trafficability iS not a problem during the dry season. In
=rea four, because of the rough terrain and heavy vegetation, the trafficability
is difficult the year around. In area four, wheeled vehicle movement is virtu-
2Aly imnessible, tracked movement slow, and foot mcvement arduous. Avenues of
-preach iNtO the area are numercus, the primary avenues into the area generally

o1lel rivers running from west to east, and include, the Thach Han River
- .ng 1T River), the'Nhung River, the OKhe River and the My ghenn River.
-+ € avenues swe USEd as infiltration and supply routes.

d. The 1st Inf Bde, 5th Inf Div (M) AO covered the political districts of
Trieu Pheng, Ma Linh and Hai Lang to include gQuang Tri City. Within this area
apprcximatefy 180,000 people live which includes two thirds of the total pcpe
ulation of Quang Tri Province. In the cities and more populated areas the people

appear to be pro-GVN. With a few excepticns, the remote rural villages and hamlets
do not appear to be nro-Ve; however, the v¢ do exert influence on these areas
since the g cannot offer constant security to these areas.

7.- (C) MISSIONs The primary mission of the 1st Infantry Brigade  5th Infantry
Division (Mech) continued to be to conduct pacification, strike, comter-infiltrae
ticn and counterinsurgency operations throughout the populated areas of Quang Tri
Province and in Base Area 101 (See inclosure 2).

8. (C) CONCEPT OF OPERATION: TO wnke advantage of ;onemy itoaticn and to
continue the pacificaticn effort it .54 decided:

8o BB Enepy ‘nd ‘ the base areas
. it "\ f1

a Tc continue the ngrberm.,d%l
———n e S N

- ———"—
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to the penulated areas, and within the popilated areas by continuing to emphasize
small unit (squad and fire team) operations. These cperaticns were to include
"hunter-killer® opersticns, saturation patrolling and saturation ambushinge. Bri-
gade forces ambushed between the population end the base areas md between popu-
lation centers while territorial forces ambushed within the populated area. An
additicnal benefit of the saturaticn ambushing and patrolling would be the early
detection of the entrance of large enemy forces into the area

b. To continue conducting combined daylight search end clear operstions
with the regicnal and popular forces. These operations were to include integra-
ting PF platoons and squads into the companies and platoons of the Brigade,
using US tank and mechanized infantry platocns to block while RF end PF forces
seerched an area, and conducting joint strike operations.

c. To deemphasize the use of cordons since they were not as productive as
they had been and ambushing and patrolling offered a better pay-off.

d. To continue maintaining séntinucus liaison with Trieu Phong, Hai Lang,
and Mai Linh Districts; Quang Tri Province; =nd 1st ARVN Regt Hedgquarters, in
order to react to any enemy sttack (This liaison was to include the establish-
ment of secure voice and VHF point to point circuits between Bde, Sector, 1lst
ARVN, and between the Bns snd Districts). It was considered to be of partic-
ular imortance to react quickly to enemy attack against resettlement villages,
District or Provinicia Headquarters and isolated PF platoons. Joint plans were
developed for the ahowe contingencies by the Brigede, 1st ARVN Regt and the
Provincial forces.

e. To insure the security of the local elections by patrolling the mortar
welts with US and ARVN forces and replacing Provincial forces charged with the
cofense Of fixed instellaticns with US and ARVN foreese The Provincial forces

ere then freed to conduct security operations clcSe to the villages and ham-

s in which the elections were being helds On the days of the elections

. e wits steyed cut of the populéted areai completely.

(C) EXECUTICN:

a« During the repcrting peficd the Brigade continued to emphasize small
unit search and clear operaticns, combined operations with ARVN, RF and PF
fcrees and saturation &mbushes and parols at night. The emphasis continued
to be on cutting the enemy's lines of communications between the old base
areas in the mountaing and the population in the lowlands., as well as inter-
dicting his movement within the populated areas. In March plans were imple-
mented to .protect the local GW electicns and in April a rice denial program
was initiated (Both operations were planned and implemented in conjunction with

GWN .forces)e.

b. In addition to cperaticns within the Brigade &0, the 1lst Infantry Bri-
gade, S5th Infantry Division (Mech) conducted a series cf onerations elsewhere
in the 3d Marine Division AO0. Frcm 28 February thrv ' Ysvch and again from
22 March thru 2 Arril the éﬁx m oy ks tue major twoouat mont’ of the DMZ
nd west of Con Thien (Seé In :; Bile~cL Cem Hungs and Inclosure Jy,

Operation Menterie Mauler){J 7"?? o rawtlons on the
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Khe Sanh Plain. The operations on the Khe 8 . caxncied by ororexé.vv/faech
Task Force (TF Remagen) and lasted until 29 April (See Inclcsure 5). From 8 Apr
thru 15 fnr the Brigade conducted Operation Ellis Ravine, which was a search

and clear and rced building operation conducted in docrdination and coéperstion
with the 1st and 2d ARVN Regts, 1st ARVN Divisions During Ellis Revine a road

was opened between LZ Sharon (YD335L45) and Ca Lu (YDOLSL55) giving the 3d Marine
Division aroute from Quang Tri to Vandergrift Combat Base that could halittle

imprevement, be used as a supply route for Vandergrift Combat Base should Route 9
be clused (See Inclosure 6).

c. Local Elections (Mbrch 1969)s In preparation for the local elections;
careful plans were drawn ur by the Vietnamese to insure that the Provincisal
Forces would be able to secure the veoterse

(1) To provide maximum security the elections were spread over the first
four Sundays in March so that there would be sufficient Provincial Forces in ell
of the villages and hamlets in which the elections were being held: In cocpera=
tion with the Provincial authorities, the Brigade assumed responsibility for
the defense of the critical bridges in the 40 frem 0600 hrs to 1800 hys during
each election day. The assuming of the responsibility for the bridges freed the
Provincial Forces end allowed them to secure the voters. The Brigade, in ccne
junction with the 1st ARVN Regt, also natrolled the mcrtar belts duting the
elections end was prepared to assist wm+ RF or PF force that might have been
attacked.

(2  The Brigade became heavily committed in Leatherneck Square and Khe Sanh
and thus not until 9 March was the Brigade able to place its maximum effort in
support of the elections. Despite other committments, the Brigade was able to
accomplish all of its missicnse. Not one incident wss reported to have taken
place during any of the elections.

d. Battle of Cam Hung (28 February - 3 March)s On 24 February the 3d Sqdn,
+1 Cev, consisting of B and C Trocps and the Squadron Headquarters, was placed
der the operational control of the 1st Inf Bde, 5th INf Div (M) and on 27 Feb-

ruary the squadron occupied Con Thien (¥D117701) and €2 (YD136646). The mission
of the squadron was to secure land clearing onerstions northeast of €2 and con-
duct anti-infiltraticn and strike operaticns in A0 GIEEI (See Inclosure 3). -During
the early morning hours of 28 February Quat Xa Hamlet was shelled by enemy mor-
tars. A crater analysis indicated that the mortar fire may have come from Cam
Hung (YDO079629). Based on the crater analysis and on the other intelligence
provided by the Brigade S-2, which indicated that the enemy was located at

Cam Hung, the 3d platoon of B Troop 3-5 Cav was dispatched into the area of

Cam Hung. y

(1) &t 1540 hrs on 28 February 3/B/3-5 Cav was engaged by an estimated
NVA company at YD098630. The remainder of B Trp and C/3-5 reinforced by a platoon
of M/3-3 Marines moved to reinforce the platoon. The cavalry, emplcying air
and artillery on enemy positions and likely avenues of approach, closed with
the enemy and swept the battle arza finding sixty (60) -nsmy KIA. At 1815 hrs
contact was broken and the cevalry withdrew tc dsofonsive positionse. Throughout

CONFIDE; TIAL
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the night six (6) batteries of Marine artillery; two (2) batteries of Army #rtile-
lery and the USS llew Jersey fired into the area and on suspected enemy routes of.
withdrawals Results of the dayts action were one (1) US XKI&, nine (99 US WIA and
gsixty (60) NWA KTA.

(2) The enemy appeared to be fresh, well trained and well equipped with new
uniforms and weaponse The enemy employed small arms, machine guns and RPGs and
he fought hard and well to defend his positions. An saseggnent of the enemy actions
indicated that the cavalry had probably run into a forwa: J defensive position for
a larger force (possibly a battalion or regiment)es Based on the above estimate
of the enemy situation A/L~12 Cav was ordered to move from the vicinity of Quang
Tri Combat Base (QTCB) to an assembly area at YD102596 to block the south and west
avenues Of withdrawale The troop moved at 0030 hrs on 1 Mar and upon arriving. in
the assembly area, 0330 hrs, was placed under the operational control of 3-5 Cave

(3 At dawn on the morning of 1 Mar A/4=12 Cav crossed the Cam Lo River and
moved north in an attempt to regain contact with the enemy while B and C Troops
3«5 Cav and one (1) platoon of M/3=3 Marines moved back into the area of the prev-
ious day's contact. At 1050 hrs C/3-5 Cav regained contact vic YDO78639. € Troop
manouvered to dislodge the cremy from his positions while A/L~12 Cav, B/3-5 Cav
and elements of M/3=-3 Marines moved to seal off the battle area and prevent the

enemyts escape.

(@ Shortly after cantact was regained B/1=61 Inf (M) was moved fram AO BLACK
(See Inclosure 2) to 02 (¥D1366L6) to act as Brigade reserve. At 1250 hrs C/1l-11
Inf was air assaulted into the battle area and placed under the operational control

of TF 3=5 Cay.

(b) Throughout the day air strikes and artillery were employed in support of
t he assaults by the ground troops on the enemy bunker positions. The enemy was
in1ll dug in, his fortifications were extensive and he fought hard to hold his
round., By nightfall the eneny ill occupied fortified positions and the Sguad-

withdrew to defensive positions on high ground around the enemy's locationse
In an attempt to hold the enemy in position artillery was again fired on the
cnemy positions throughout the night and ambushes were placed between the friendly
locations.

(c) Results of the days activities were: two (2) US KIA, 25 US WIA and 17
WA KIL (as a result of constant contacts from 1050 hrs until 1730 hrs, ranging
from sniper fire to heavy engagements between company Sized units, it was impos-
sible to check more than a small part of the battle area for enemy casualties).
In addition five (5) personnel carriers and four (l;) tanks were damaged and
placed out of action by the enerny.

(d) At 012000 Max 69 the 1st Bn, 61st Inf (M) was ordered to move at
020700H Mar 69 with a jump CP and one mech rifle company from LZ Sharon to 0-2.

The battalion was to regain operational control of B/1~61 Inf (M) upon arrival
at 0-2 and bo prepared to attack rest to seize hill 142 (¥DO70635) in an attempt
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to prevent enemy escape to the northwest. The Brigade jump CP was also ordered to
move to C<2 to control the operation.

() At 0700 hrs on 2 Mar TF 1-61 Inf (M) moved with the Bde jump CP to C-2
where TF 1-61 Inf (M) was reinforced by two (2) Marine platoons. By late morning
there had been no significant contact so the 6L5 east west gridline was established
as a boundary between TF 3«5 Cav and TF 1-61 Inf (M)s TF 1-61 Inf (M) conducted
search and clear operations north of the boundary while TF 3~5 Cav conducted search
and clear operations in the southern portion of AO GREEN.

(5) Significant contact was never reestablished with the enemy although
several small contacts were made on 2 and 3 March. By the evening of 3 March TF
3«5 Cav returned to Con Thien and C=2 while TF 1-61 Inf (M) continued search and
clear operations in the western half of A0 GREEI until 060800H 1 69 when the
battalion returmed to LZ Sharone

(6) Results:

a Enemy: During the battle of Can Hung the enesy lost 118 VA KIA and 13
individual and elght (8) crew served weapons captured. In addition, 212 mortar
rounds (104 - &0mm, 90 - 82mm and 18 - 122mm) were captured.

ba Friendly: Personnel losses were three (3) US KIA and 35 US Wike Seven (7)
persomel carricrs and six (6) tanks were damaged (Most of the damage was inflicted
by anti~tank mines).

c: Documents captured during the battle indicate that two (2) battalions of
the +th WA Regb sere in the Cam Hung area during the battle. After the first two
lays of the battle the ener; moved northwest into the DMZ, and could not be per-
:11.ed.

@s Task Force Remagen (16 March - 29 April): Task Force Remagen was an armor/
o~ Infantyry task force which opened Route 9 to the Sanh, and conducted reconnais-

ai.ce in force and strike operations on the Khe Sanh Flaine. From 16 March to 11
A,JL 1 TF Remagon was controlled by TF 1-77 Armor and from 11 April through 29 April
it was controlled by TF 1-61 Inf (1)s Although TF Remagen was OPCON to TF HOTEL,
and it extended seven (7) cays beyond the period of this report; it is felt to
have been a significant mechanized operation and is included, in its entirety in
this report.

(1) Background:

(@ Intelligence:

1 Encmy strength and disposition in the area of operations was unknown prior
to starting the operation. Intelligence did indicate that highway 926, which
connected north-south Route 92 in Laos with enemy base areas in Vietnam entering

RVN at XD78023L and running east tn ¥D985299 was being vzed by the WA to transport
men an Mmaterials into South Vietnam vy whesied hicles  fierial photos showed
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the road to be im good con tton ;wzith signs of recemt heavy use. In addition,
marine reconnaissance teams had reported hearing tracked vehicles along Route 926
during the hours of darkness, and aerial observers had, on several occasions during
the latter part of February and the first of idarch, reported suspected tracked
vehicle movement along the same routes It was believed that the tracked vehicles,
if they did in fact exist, were prime movers for supply and or artillery convoys,
but the possibility did exist that the enemy had moved tanks into the area (Enemy
tanks had struck the Lang Vei- Special Forces Camp along Route 9, thirteen (13)
kilometers north of Route 926y during the 1968 seige of Xhe Sa.nhS-

2. Upon first entering the area around the Khe Sanh (¥D862398), on 19 March
69, elements of the Task Force found only signs of thé 1968 seige. As the Task
Force pushed on closer to the LooticnBorder, its lead elements passed through the
Lang Ve Special Forces Camp (XD794361), Four PT76 tanks, all of which had been
destroyed, were found at that location along with an abundance of old mmitions
and destroyed equipment of both NV4i and friendly forces. No signs of recent acti-
vity were apparent. Not until the lead elements reached the Xe Pon River (vicinity
XD780340), on 20 March 1969, were there any sizns of recent activity. At this point
fresh footprints in the river bottom indicated possible platoon sized elements had
been in the area within the last 2}, hours. Aerial observers reported signs of
recent activity all along the Xe Pon River on the Laotian side of the borders Such
signs as gardens, corrals, and fish nets along the banks of the river were seen by
the load eloments of the Task Force. Throughout the period of 23 Mar 69 through
29 Lpril 1969, clements of the Task Force spotted vehicle lights and a large
eount of anti-aircraft fire almost nightly in the vicinity of the Co Roc Mountains
{(XD740317). Intelligernce reports, red haze and reports form aerial observers
operating in the vicinity of TF Remhgeh during the hours of darkness all indicated
.at there was a large cneuy force encamped west of the Co Roc (The enemy force
s believed to be the 30lith 1WA Division).

3. The dominating terrain feature in the area of the operations south of
‘e 9 was the Co Rocs The Co Roc is a granite ridge in Laos that runs along the
w1 from 0725348 southeast to XD768321 and then south to XM753270. Varying

i. height from 350 meters to 515 meters above sea level the Co Roc is about 300
meters higher than the Xhe Sanh Plain and the crest of the ridge is only one to
three kilometers inside Laos. From their privileged sanctuary high atop the Co
Roc the enemy was able to direct mortar fire on Task Force Remagen as it moved
toward Route 926, and with artillery the enemy could control the majority of the
Khe Sanh Plain. Other than the Co Roc the terrain in the area of operations was
of two types: high steep mountains, and gently rolling plateau covered with elep-
hant grass. The high steep mountains were characterized by dense undergrowth and
numerous mountain streams gt were found on the eastern and northern portions
of the area. The slopes of the mouwntains were a challenge to track vehicles and
exceeded gixty percent (60%) in many cases; 8ee Inclosure 1 (firea of Operations)e
The platoau ran generally from the he Sanh area and to the south along the Xc
Pon River under the Co Roc with elephant grass up to fifteen (15) feet high cover-
ing the remainder of the area. Erosion has caused many gullies running from the
mounteins, west into the Xe Pon River., Cover and corcesliment s good for dismoune
ted troops. throughout the area and ealment for tracked vehiclies would have been
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good along the Xe Pon River, where the trees and surrounding vegetation exceeded
100 feet in height in most areas, except that the area was so dry that the vehicles
could be easily spotted by the dust that they stirred up as they moved.

Lis  The weather for the period 16 March to 12 April was extremly dry with no
rain. Heat inversion caused the visibility to be only fair during the period of
26 Mar 69 to 30 Mar 69, The reduced visibility was an asset on the Laotian
border. Temperatures ranged from the mid 90ts to 105°F during the periode
Throughout the operation the weather in the pass east of Khe Sanh and running east
by northeast was characterized by low clouds and fog which lasted until mid morn-
ing each daye. This condition hindered any aircraft from entering the area of
operations prior to 1000 hours. During the last two weeks the weather turned
cool and several rain storms created trafficability problems in the mountainous

areae

() Operation Maine Crag: Based on the reports of heavy enemy vehicular
traffic along Route 926, and the reports of possible tracked vehicle movements
in the area, the 3D Marine Division launched Operation Maine Crag on 15 March 19694
Operation Maine Crag was designed to be a regimental size search and clear operat-
ion along the eastern portion of Route 926 and around the Laotian Salient in
Quang Tri Province. The 3D Marine Regt landed on 1Zs Saigon (XD815275), Paris
(XD808236), Hanoi (XD802310) and Sparrow (YDO50648)s The Marines moved east along
Route 926 gearching for possible enemy storage areas trying to find where all of
the traffic along Route 926 had terminated.

(3) Mission: The mission of TF Remagen was to open Route 9 to Khe Sanh, cut
Route 926 in support of the 3d Marine Regiment's operation Maine Crag, protect
the 3d Marine Regiment from an attack by an enemy armor thrust from Laos, conduct
reconnaissance in force operations on the Khe Sanh Plain and to conduct strike
cperationas as directed by Task Force Hotel.

(4) Concept of operation:

(a) Task Force Remagen was to stage at Ca Lu (¥DOI5SLS5) on 16 March and
begimring on the morning of 17 March the Task Force was to move west opening
Route 9 to Khe Sanh, The move to Khe Sanh was to be a deliberate move with the
scouts and engineers clearing the road of mines and obstacles, the mech infantry
securing the high ground along the route, and the artillery displacing as needed
to cover thc lead elements of the Task Force. After the lead elements opened “the
route the tank company and command group were to proceed through to "Kh Sanhs
From Ca Lu to Khe Sanh 2149kn of Route 9 is nothing but a turning, twisting road
cut out of the side of a steep ridgeline. In short, 21.9km of Route 9 is perfect
ambush country and TF Remagen was not going to take any chances. After arriving
4t Khe Sanh the task force was to proceed south as rapidly as possible to cut
Route 926 and protect the exposed flank and rear of the 3d Marine Regt from any
possible enemy armor thrust from Laos. Because of the need to get astride Route
926 rapidly the task force would have to move along the relatively easy terrain
at the base of the Co Roce Once ostride Route 926 TF emagen was to conduct search
and elear operations south of the ighway and along the Laotian borders
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(b) Another objective of Task Force Remagen was. to give the enemy cause to
think about the vulncrability of any equipment or units that he might try and
move from Laos into Quang Tri using the main avenues of approach into the province.
By demonstrating the ability of a mech/armor force to operate in the difficult
terrain around gid to the south of Khie Sanh th  enemy’ wWwoulk not only realize the
vulnerability of his infiltration routes, but the vulnerability of his main lines
of commmunications in Laos to an armored thrust would also became quite apparent.

(c) It was decided that TF Remagen would operate at Khe Sanh without a ground
line of communicationse Because of the length of the road from Ca Lu to Xhe Sanh,
the distance thad the task force planned to move from Khe Sanh while operating
in the area and the limited combat power available to the task force it was
decided not to waste carbat .power on-the "secuwxity of resuyply operationse. l1lre-

supply to includ all gns, Oil and replacerend parts for the vehicles was to be
ecconplishced by alre

(5) Exccution:

(@ At 0600 hrs on 17 March TF Remagen departed Ca Lu for Khe Sanh. The
scout platoon of the 1st Bn, 77th Armor supported by the attached engineer
platoon, dozers and LVIB!s led the way. Progress was slow but steady as bypasses
around destroyed bridges were constructed, AVLB's were used repeatedly to span
washouts and fallen bridges and the road was swept for mines. The scouts reached
X¥D921419 at 2015 hrss and established a night defensive position at that locatione
At 180600H HMarch the scouts and enginecers resumied their operations westwarde B
Companyj lst Br 61st Inf (Mech) Simultaneously displaced from Ca Lu and moved to
secure the high ground viec XD935L410. At 1530 hrs Btry C, 1st Bn, LOth Artillery
905 SP) displaced from Ca Lu to XD921419 to provide fire support for the Task

orce elements which now extended along Route 9 from XD913403 east to CalLu. By
nightfall; the scout platoon had crossed the last barrier to heavy traffic and
spent the night on the he Sanh Plateau. Their arrival on the plateau marked

.o reopening of Route 9 for armored traffice A prodigious amount of engineering
.lort had been reguired in the first two days. Thirteen (13) bypasses were
constructed, the AVIBts had been launched and recovered six (6) times, and enemy
apti=-tank MinNes were_discavered and destroyed in two locations alang the routee
v Comnansr. 191‘. ,'Rl"i-. 77th Lrmor began mOVIng WQS’b on ROUte 9 at 1908‘00H Mar 69
The Task Force Command Group and combat trains followed G/1=77 Armore. The march
went without incident, and all task force elements had closed on the plateau
within five (5) hours. Lead elements of the task force reached Khe Sanh City by
noon, Where they were visited by LTG Stilwell, -XXI¥ Corps Commander.

(b) On 20 March TF Remagen moved through the abandoned Special Forces camp at
Lang Ve (XD795363) and then turned south along the Laotian border toward Highway
996, At 1520 hrs on 25 March Tm C linked up with /1-33Marines in the vicinity
of Highway 926 and established a night position at xD777236. Team B passed
through Team C at 1700 hrs and spent the night at xD807236. The battalion L2 in
mortar platoon and the engincers displaced to XD799255 to support the teams.

Team C placed an ambush at the point dhere Highw: 926 enters South Vietnam after
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crossing the Xe Pon River. This ambush engaged 3 to 5 enemy moving through the
ford site and the enct returned fire. A search of the area the following morn-
ing rovealed blood trails and two 82mm mortar rounds were found at XD7802),2,

{¢) From 26 - 29 March 1969, both teams conducted extensive search and destroy
operations north and south of Route 926 from the Laotian border to the vicinity
of the Laotian Salients Approximately 100 square kilometers were searched with
negative results. Highway 926 was found to be a good dry highway for wheeled
vehicles. Observation of the Laotian side of the river reveaed numerous huts,
bunkers and trails. On the night of 29 Mar Team ¢ started north back to Khe Sanh.

(d) At 300720H Mar 69, Team B and the battalion mortar platoon began moving
north. They were attacked at 0836 hrs vicinity XD778239 by an unknown sized
eneny force. One tank was damaged by an anti-tank mine, and another was struck by
a RPG. Tcam D returned the fire and swept the area. Three (3) enemy bodies were
found. Team B suffered three (3) munded in action and both damaged tanks were
repaired in their field locationse Team C had sent a tank platoon, srscedied by
a mine sweep team, in reaction to Team B's firefight. Following the minesweep
team, the lead tank struck what was estimated to be two Chinese Communist plastic
AT mines stacked one on top of the other. The detonation blew sections of the
_ dk3jpmeters from the vehicle, and left a crater seven feet in diameter by
tour feet deep. While securing the damaged tank, and sweeping the area, Team €
discovered and destroyed a large enemy cache at XD790255. The cache contained
the following:

82mm mortar rounds 1120 wit h fuzes
60mm mortar rounds 218 with fuzes
75mm recoiless rifle rounds 86
51 Cd ¢ rounds 3500
37mm rounds 20
7«62t rounds 1500
PG boosters 25
Chicom Lt ¥ 1
IX-}T ammunition 3400
RPG - 2 2
Chicom grenades 2
Mount, .51 Ca MG 2
Gas Nask 300
Plastic anti-tank mine 1

Team B passed through Team ¢ and moved north to a night position at XD765292

while Team ¢ secured the badly damaged tank. The following morning (310615H Mar

69) Team B took approximately 100 rds of 82mm mortar, resulting in one (1) friendly
KIA and six (6) WIA., Counter-battery fire from ¢/1-0 Arty was placed on the
suspected mortar position in Laos and the enemy ceased fire at 066l hrs. At 0855
hrs Team ¢ took three (3) rounds of 8mm from the Laotian side of the river but
there were no casualties. At 1215 hrs Team C came under mortar and RPG fire. A
VTR from D Company, 1-77 Armor took a RPG direct hii, detonating six (6) I&W's
stored inside resulting in one (1) EThi, forwe (L) WL, and a total loss of the VTR,
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Team C returned fire with tank guns; suppressing the eremy fire.

() From 2 through 6 April 1969 the Task Force was involved in extracting
the damaged vehicles and in relocating back to the vicinity of Khe Sanh where
extensive maintenance was performed. It musb be remembered that all of the repla-
cement parts, to include tracks and power packs, had to be delivered by air.

(f)  On 7 April. the Task Farce moved north to conduct a recomnaissance in.
force toward LZ Alpine (XD755530) with Team C while Team B conducted search and
clear operations westenorthwest of the Khe Sanh airfield. py being able to move
from Khe Sanh to flpine the armor/mech force domonstrated that armor is capable
of getting astride all three of the main routes of infiltration into Quang Tri
Province from Laoss

(@ On 9 April an accident occurred at Vandergrift Combat Basee Late in the
afternoon a Marine CH~L6 crashed and burned placing the Division's forward logisw
tical support area (LSA) out of operation. The LSA at Vancdergrift was the sole
means of support for TF Remagen, the 3d Marine Regt and the lyth Marine Regte The
LS4 remainod closed on the 10th and did not reopen until 11 4prile Operations
by TF Remagen were able to continue unabated.

(h) On the night of 10 April 1969, after the 1S4 had been closed all day,
G/1-40 Arty secured by the battalion headquarters tank section and the scout
platoon moved to xp811369 and conducted an artillery raid. Targets consisted of
L0 to 50 vehicle lights vic XD780280, vehicle lights at XN761328, XD772318, and
grids XD770310, XD770300. The battery fired 1149 HE, 95 WP, and 70 VT roundse
There were L5 secondary explosions, including 6 large flashes. One large fire was
started.

(i) On 11 April the 1st Bn, 61st Inf (M) relieved the 1lst Bn, 77th Armor as
the control headquarters of TF Remagen. At 1345 hrs the command group, scout
~.ctoon, mortar platoan and support elements of the lst Bn, 77th Armor departed
: A mad after a 97,6km road march the last elements arrived at LZ Nancy at
2030 hours. When the _steBn, 61st Inf (M) arrived at khe Sanh it brought with
it /161 InT (M), £/1=77 fLrmor, the scout and mortar platoons of the 1st Bn,
61st Inf (M), a self propelled 155mm howitzer battery (3 howitzers) and two (2)
Marine 8 inch howitzerse The 8 inch howitzers broke down before they reached Ca
Lu and L/1-77 Armor had to drag them to Khe Sanh after dark.

() Lfter arrival at Khe Sanh 4/1~61 Inf (M) moved toward LZ Alpine to conduct
search and clear operations south of the LZ while B/1~61 Inf (M) and 0/1-77 Armor
conducted search and clear operations in the vicinity of Khe Sanh. On the 13th

A/1-77 Armor began to move directly south toward IZ Saigon {(XD815275) and Route
926 attempting to find a way through the mountainous terrain that would allow the

Task Force to move between Route 926 and Khe Sanh without moving along the base of
the Co Roc.

(k) While A/1«77 Lrmor moved south the remaindor of the task force made a
dash for the Lactian border. Employ TEC illery sane advancing directly
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west fran Tie Sanh the nmedh/armor force moved btoward the border attempting to
make the enemy believe that his lines of communications in Laos were in danger,
and that he would be attacked in his sanctuarys The enemy did not react to the
feint.

() On 15 April B/1=61 Inf (M) and C/1~77 Annor departed Khe Sanh for LZ
Sharon and LZ Nancy respectively. As the companies reached Ca Lu the columns
splite AIll inoperable vehicles were moved along Route 9 to Dong H: anc then
down Route 1, to their final destination while the remainder of the companies
moved through the newly opened Ba Long valley road. As B/1-61 Inf (M) and
C/1-77 Armor departed Xhe Sanh the two (2) 8 inch howitzers that had accompanied

TF 1-61 Inf (M) on its move to Khe Sanh were returned to Vandergrift Combat Bases

(m)  On 19 April the 2d Troop, 7th ARVE Cav reinforced by the Recon Co, let
ARVN Regt moved from Camp Evans to Ca Lu. The following day the ARVN moved to Khe
Sanh and was placed under the operational control of TF Remagen. After arriving
at Khe Sanh the AIVN conducted search and clear operations north of the airfield
and then west toward the Laotian border .

(n) On 21 April A/1-77 Armor reached Highway 926. After spending the night
astride the highway, A/1-77 Armor returned to LZ Saigon while A/1~61 Inf (M)
moved through the tank company, turned east on Highway 926 and conducted search
and clear operations near the Laotian Salient in the vicinity of XD885225,

(0) On the 23d the elements of IF Remagen that had been working along Highway
926 began theixr move back to Khe Sanhe The last element returned to Khe Sanh on
2l April and the Task Force performed maintenance in preparation for its scheduled
move to LZ Sharon on 26 April.

(p) At 0330 hours on 25 April an estimated NVA battalion attacked the 2d
Troop, 7th pRvE Cav which was located at XD812410 The attack started with a
r.avy mortar barrage which lasted for about one hour (One mortar round landed
r.xar the FDC track of ¢/1-40 Arty Killing the battery executive officer and wiunde
=y every man in the ¥bG), Following the mortar fire the enemy attacked the ARVN
position using PGts, small aims fire, automatic weapons fire, flamethrowers and
small satchel chargese 4t 0600 hours the enemy broke contact leaving behind 33
VA KIAhe A further search of the area resulted in the capture of ¥ AK-47s, four
(4) BLO launchers, one (1) B4l launcher, two (2), IMis, one (1) bangalore torpedo,
two (2) pole charges, 50 ChiGom grenad% 300 satchel charg% and one (1) flame-
thrower. Friendly casualties were: eight (8) ARV KT, L0 ALVN WIA, one (1)
Australian aayiser KIA, two (2) US adwsors WIA, two (2) US KIA, and three (3)

US WIA. Threc (3) LRV pwscmnel carriers were destroyed and one (1) tank from
L/1=77 Armor was cdamageds

() The move from Khe Sanh was postponed until 28 April to allow Task Force
Remagen time to conduct a thorough search for the enemy. At 0300 hrs on the 28th
the enemy attacked once again. This time the main attack was directed against
Co A, 1st Bn, 61st Inf (M) which was located at Xp3L15390, The company was alerted
just prior to the start of the attack by a listening pest which spring an ambush
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on the enemy as they were moving into positione The enemy attack was supported
by RPG, mortar, small arms and automatic weapons fires Throwing satchel charges
and using flame devices the enemy charged from the southwest but was wunable to
penetrate the perimeter. At approximately 0540 hours the enemy broke contact and
disappeared into the night. While 4/1=61 Inf (M) was under attack both 2/7 ARVN
and the Task Force CP were probed by the enemy ground forces. s/7 ARVN moved to
4/1-61 Inf (M) location and swept the area. The day was spent attempting to
regain contact and at 1100 hrs ¢/1~-11 Inf was air assaulted into an IZ near the
Khe Sanh airfield. Contact was not re=establishede

1. Friendly casualties were five (5) KIA and 35 WIA. In addition, two (2)
105m, SP howitzers and one M5L8 cargo carrier were damaged while one (1) ML13A1
personnel carrier, one (1) M}8A3 tank, one (1) water trailer and one (1) M5k8
were destroyed (Onc of the M5L8s was loaded with 105mm ammunition which exploded
causing most of the friendly casualties).

2. The enemy lost 34 NVA KIA and abandoned the following equipment: 15 AK«LTs,
one T1) EPD, two (2) RPG~2s, 500 satchel charges and 9§ B-40 rounds.

('  Enemy units involved in. the contacts of 25 and 28 April have been
identified as elements of the 57th and 9th egts, 304th NVA DIV.

(9 At 0700 hrs on 29 April TF Remagen began its move from Ehe Sanh back to
its home base. Because of the enemy attacks on the 25th and 28th it was antici-
pated that the enemy had mined the road from Khe Sanh to Ca Lu and that he might
try and attack the Task Force while it was on the road. The move to Ca Lu was
slow and careful but by 1246 hours the lead element had reached Ca Lu without
incident and by 2150 hours the last vehicle returned to LZ Sharon a distance of
80 grueling kilometers.

(6) For forty-seven (47) days an armor/mech force had operated in the north-
«© termmmountains of South Vietnam aleng the Laotian border. Except for the
z.-ly morning hours of 25 and 28 April no major battles were fought, but the lst
Dde, 5th Inf Div (M) had proved that armor can operate in difficult terrain over
extended distances without a ground line of oommnications.

fo Montana Mauler (22 March - 2 fpril): By 22 March available information
indicated that elements of the 27th WA Regt were again operating in the area in
which the Dattle of Cam Hung had been fought earlier in the month. During the
period 15 - 22 March the Cam Lo (ID128595) area and Route 9 from Cam Lo to Vander-
grift Combat Dase (YDOOOL49O) experienced a significent increasg in enemy activity
shich was characterized by minings, harassing mortar fire, X fire, small ams
fire and numerous enemy sightingss The nature of the enemy agtivities indicated
that the 27th Regt probably had the mission of interdicting Route 9« To determine
the enemy situation and attempt to eliminate the onemy threat to Route 9 a recon-
naissance in force operation was to be conducted by TF 3=5 Cave TF 3=5 Ca0 was to
move through the Khe Chua Valley searching the draws, conducting reconnaissance by
firey and attempting to gain contact with elements of the 27th NVA Regt that were
believed to be operating (j@ar@a. The general trace of the reconnaissance in
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force was to be as follows: ¥DLL3616, YDOL0620, YDOOOG00, XD965595 XD980570,
and XD9855L5

(1) Operation Montana Mauler began on 22 March when TF 3-5 Cav departed
€2 and headed through the Xhe Chua Valley. Initially Montana Mauler was a
reconnaissance in force operation in which a cavalry squadron using two armored
cavalry troops, a combat engineer platoon and two light infantry platoons searched
for the enemy, located him and developed the situation for the Brigade. Once
the situation had been developed the Brigade then committed two light infantry
battalions (one US and one 4LVN) to assault the enemyts position and destroy
him in place. fs the infantry closed with the enemy the cavalry withdrew from
the area of immediate contact and moved around the friendly forces to the oppo-
site side of the battle area to assume a screening mission in order to protect
the infantry battalions from enemy attacks launched from within the vz,

. ’Sth Ir%: Div (M) LO,

(2 During the first two days of the operation enemy contact was frequent
but sporadic. On the third day TF 3-5 Cav encountered the primary defensive
positions of the enemys Two (2) companies were entrenched in camouflaged bun-
kers at YDOL662h and L1616 with a light screening force established between
the two positions. I/3=9 Marines air assaulted into the battle during the
afternoon and was placed OPCON to TF 3-5 Cave. Fighting was heavy on the 2lth
mtil the late afternoon when the enemy, now estimated to be a battalion in
strength, began to diminish his attacks. During the evening of 24 March it was
decided that the situation had been sufficiently developed by TF 3-5 Cav to
commit two (2) companies and the battalion headquarters of the 1st Dn, 11th Inf
to the fighta

(3) During the afternoon &f 25 Msrch £ and B Companies and the battalion
headguarters of the Ist Dny; 1lth - Inf air assaulted into an LZ on the high ground
north of the previous diayts battle (YD0L3623). The battalion (-) landed withe
out incident and throughout the day céntdct was light and sporadic for both
Letbalions. "The lack of contact in the valley on 25 March gave cause to suspect
t % the V. had moved north. Lccordingly plans were modé for the 1st Dn, llth
inf (=), with 1/3-9 Marines OFCOH, to move north to regain céntacti

(4) 26 Morch turned out to be the first of four (4) days of heavy fighting
for the 1st Bn, 11th Inf. At 0330 hrs the battalion was attacked by sncll arms,
automatic weapons, LFGIs and motrtar fire from the north, west and east. it
0800 hrs the battalion jumped off in the attack and almost immediately contact
was gained. Adw .strikes and artillery pountied the enemy positions, but with
each pass thé fighter aircraft received a heavy volume of automatic weapons fire
and the cnemy refused to budge. 4fter experiencing great difficulty with the
eneny and the heat (the first timc since October that the weather had been hot;
105°F) the 111 Inf returned to their positions of the previous night and
prepared to resume the attack on the 27th:

(5) The*lst Dny 1ilth Inf began to attack north at 0715 hrs on 27 March.
A and D Co's met strong resisbance but by noon the enewy had been rooted out
of his bunkers on the intermedia’ objective and ¢y [i.7pf wa- air assaulted
iNto a position nérth of the mein enemy position (Hill 208 at TOL36LL).
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(@ As € 1-11 Iaf air assaulted into their LZ it was immediately brought
under intense eneny mortar fire from the northwest. The company commander was
wounded and evacuated and the mortar attack did not stop until air strikes could
be placed on the mortar positions.

(b) During the afternoon A and B Cots pressed on and seized their objecs
tives, but the eneny immediately counterattacked each company. By 1717 hours
the enemy attacks were repulsed but the price had been high. B Co lost all
of its officers, except for its FO who commanded the company throughout the
afternoon. At 1800 hrs the two platoons of D/1-11 Inf that had been with the
3D Sgdn, 5th Cav moved to reinforce B/l~l Inf.

(c) The day had cost the 1st Bn, 11th Inf 13 KIA, one (1) KOS KIA and 30
WIL. Eneny casualties for the day were 120 VA KIA.

(6) 28 March was devoted to cleaning up small pockets of eneny resistance,
resupply and reorganization. Although no major engagements took place the casu-
alties remained high. The 1st Bn, 1lth Inf suffered one (1) KIA and 46 WIA
while 68 NVA were Killed.

(@ Since the 26th the 3=5 Cav had remained in the Khe Chua Valley. On
the 28th the squadron was given the mission of moving to the right flank of
the battle area to be in a position on the 29th to support ¢/1-11 Inf on Hill 208
(¥bok36hli)s The cavalry moved into position, and during the night A Troop
received two (2) probing attacks.

(b) During the course of the battle on 28 March it became evident that
the Brigade did not have the forces in the battle area to completely encircle
the enemy and prevent his escape. Coordination was made with the 2nd ARVN Regt,
let ARVE Div and it was decided to commit the 1st Bn, 2d 4RVH Regt, to the
¢poraticne Plans called for the battalion to be air assaulted on to Hill 262
{YD03166k) during the morning of 29 March in an attempt to block escape routes.

(7) 29 March was the last day of heavy fighting.

(@) Action yas initiated when D/1~11 Inf, moving to secure a position in
support of an air assault by 1/3-9 Marines, was engaged by an NV.4 force in a
bunker complex. Nontoxic riot control agents, gty strikes and small arms fires
were all used to root the enemy out of his positions. While the air assault
of 1I/3-9 Marines was in progress elements of A/1~11 Inf, which had been moving
north along a ridge (¥D036635), came under heavy counterattack by an estimated
MVA Company. The onemy attacked from the north and attempted to cut off the
lead platoon. As B/l«ll moved to reinforce A Co both companies came under heavy
mortar attacke The enemy attack was beaten off, but throughout the remainder
of the day the 1st Bn, 11th Inf contimed to receive sporadic mortar firea

(b) The planned air assault of Hill 262 by the 1lst Bn, 2d ARVN Regt was

changed and the 1st and 3d Componies lmadsdon an Lf at DO636L6 while the
24 and lith Companies 0 an LZ at YDO67655. r landing, 1-2 ARVH moved
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toward the southern boundary of the IMZl in an attempt to cut off the enemy
escape routess Only sporadic contact was made by the ARVN battalion during
the day.

(6 Results for 29 March werez 19 friendly WIA, L5 enemy KIA and two
(2) enemy 82rm mortars destroyed.

(8 On the 30th and 31st of March the 1st Bn, 11lth Inf searched the battle
area while 1-2 LRVN moved to and searched along the southern edge of the DMZ
west of Con Thien from D055685 to 1035675« TF 3-5 Cav, reinforced by the
3d Go, 2d Bn, 2d ARVN Regt screened the northern flank of the battle area and
maintained a one troop reaction force at Con Thiens Significant ground con-
tact was not reestablished by the ist Bn, 11th Inf or the 3d Sgdn, 5th Cav but
at 1102 hrs vic YDO26465 the 2d and lth Co's 1st Bn, 2d ARVN Regt made contact
with an estimated enemy Co (=) The enemy broke contact at 1530 hrs leaving
15 dead behind; the LRVN suffered no friendly KIilse

(9 The last two days of Operation Montana Mauler, 1 and 2 April, were
without contacte The lst Bn, 11lth Inf conducted search and clear operations
back over the battle area moving east-southeast |looking for bypassed enemy
positions and personnel. 1-2 ARVN continued its search along the southern
bodndary of the mMZ and then joined TF la1l Inf and searched the northern half
of the battle area. TF 3-5 Cav contimued to screen the northern flank.

(10) During Operation Montana Mauler the 1lst Inf Bde, 5th Inf Div (M) had
been in contact with at least two battalions of the 27th NA Regt. Documents
captured during Operation Montana Mauler identified the 3d and lth Co's, lst Bn
and 2d and 3rd Co's 3rd Bn, 27th NVA Regt. The losses suffered by the 27th
Regt have greatly reduced the combat effectiveness of the Regt and indications
are that the Regt has returned to North Vietham. Since the completion of
(meration Montana Manler enemy initiated incidents in the Cam Lo area and along

. 9 have significantly decreased.

(11) Results:

(&) Friendly Casualties:

LRMY USMC LRV CUMULATTVE
KIn 21 ©¢s) 1 0] 22
T., 150 ' 1 10 ° 171
DOW 2 0 0 2

(b) Eneny Casualties:

(1) Cumulative: KIi: 27h HOI CHANH: O
i 0 TWCs 31
CIVDEF: O CSUG: 17

(2) Inflicted by U Fofeéd

H 0 IW: 17
CIVDEF: O CSWCs 6
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(3) Inflicted by ARVi:
KIAt 28 HOl cuamH: O
Pile 0 TVC:
CIVDEF: O CSWCs 11

g. Ellis Ravine (8 April - 15 April): On 8 April the 1st Inf Bde, 5th Inf
Div (M) began a combined search and clear, and road building operation in the
Ba Long Valley west of Quang Tri City. The operation was conducted in coordin-
ation and cooperation with the lst and 2d ARVN Regts and lasted until 15 April.

(1) Elements of the Brigade that participated in the operation were the
1st Bn, 11th Inf and the 3d Sgdn, 5th Cave The 1st Bn, 11th Inf wassreinforced
by the addition of one Cav Troop (4/h-12 Cav) and an engineer platoon (reinf)
from the organic Brigade Engineer Company (A/7 Engr), while the 3d Sqdn, 5th Cav
consisted of A and B Troops 3-5 Cav, D/1-l1 Inf and a reinforced engineer platoon
from A/7 Engre :

(2) TF 3-5 Gav moved to Ca Lu (¥DO15455) on 7 April and began operations
into the valley from the west. TF 1-11 Inf departed LZ Sharon on 8 April and
entered the valley from the east. The task forces conducted reconnaissance in
force and search and clear operations designed to destroy the enemy and his
caches in the valley. As the battalions moved into the valley they built a road
from Phuoc Mon (¥D308469) to Ca Lu. On 11 April the engineer platoons opened
the road to tracked vehicles but much work remained to be done before the road
wes passable to wheeled vehicles. On 13 April TF 3«5 Cav departed the valley
for operations in “Leathernock Square’ and TF 1-11l Inf remained in the valley
until I5 April when the road had been made passable to wheeled vehicles. The
only enemy contact during the operation by elements of the Brigade was made on
13 April when 2/B/1~11 Inf spotted two (2) VC on a trail and killed one of them.

(3) While the Bde was building the road the 2d &RVN Regt landed one
~ttelion at LZ Holeomb (¥D1194:32) and conducted search and clear operations
in the mountains north of the Ba Long Valley (See inclosure 6). South of
the Valley the 1st LRVN Regt landed one battalion at LZ Davis-Hill (YD2532350)
and conducted search and clear operations toward the north. No mgor contacts
were gained by either Regiment.

(L) Ellis Ravine had not resulted in the destruction of any cnemy forces
or caches, but an alternate supply route was opened between Quang Tri Combat
Base and vVandergrift Combat Base.

h. Civic Action Operations. Civic action operations in the AO were con-
ducted in close ¢oordination and cooperation with the hamlet, viillage, district
and province officials. Because of the battles of Cam Hung and Montana rau.ier,
and the effort involved in TF Remagen the Brigade was unable to devote Very
much of its time and effort to civic action. The following was accomplished:

(1) Maor gVt projects supported:

(8) Security opeg:atous gy q5eRy s B QEUQCDE e, 80 hamlet elections
4t g 9 g
(JU | §E$§é§"% ;.%L
. |
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(b) Participation in the 1969 Pacification Development Plan (PDP).

le After an analysis of the 1969 PDP some routine, recurring civic action acte

ivitTes were remoliented to align with designated pacification areas.

2.  Pending the outcome of g survey being conducted in the PDP hamlets the
Brigade initiated several civic action projects specifically requested by Fop
hamlets.

(2) Routine Projects

(@) Road repair and construction

1. Renovation of approximately 10 kilometers of route 560,

2. Renovation of 3 kilometers of road leading from QL=1 to La Vang, msking
it passsble to wheeled vehicle traffic.

(b) Bridge construction.

1. Two bridgesconstructed on.Route 560,

2. Two bridges constructed in Ntu Le Villages
3+ One bridge at Gia Dang

Le One bridge at Vinh Laie

(¢) Support of Charitable Organizations

1. Thanh Ghia Orphanage

29 Tri Buu Orphanage

(@) Support of schools throughout the Brigade AO in minor and major construct-

ion and supply of school commoditiese

(e) Medica assistance through MEDCAPS, DEWTCAPS, 4-mmunizations and use of a
mobile clinice

Le 6822 Vietnamese treated at EDCAPSe

2. 222 Vietnamese treated at DENTCLPS.

3. 2820 Inmmmnizations administereds

ko 39 more serious cases evacuated to the Quang Tri Provincial Hospitale
() Comodity distr ?

1. 10,198 pounds o I P4
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2% 3314 pounds of sos

3. 79 pounds of clothihg.
10. (0) RESULTS:

a  Friendly Losses:

(1) Personnels

KIAs L Off, L5 EM |
WIA (minor): “Q Off_ 45 EM/
WIA(E):17 Off, 208 EM

MIA: O Off, O EM

Captured: 0 Off. 0 EM

¥l HDeath: 0 Off, & EM

N H Injurys 2 offy 2L EM

(2) Materiel 1osseas The following equipment combat losses ere sustained
during the conduct of Operation 1st Inf Bde, 5th Inf Div AO. Items listed include
only magjor items of equipment.

AMOUNT LOST

Tank, Mi8A3

Combat Engineer Vehicle
Personnel Carrier, MI13AL
Carrier, Flamethrower
Mortar Carrier, ML254
Recovery Vehicle, M333
Xenon Searchlight

Radio Sety AN/VR 53
Radio Set, #8/VRC L6
Radio Set, AN/VRC L7
Radio Set, AN/PRC 25
Radio Set, AH/GRC 125
Machine Gun, Cal &50
Machine Gun, M=G0
Water Trailer

Truck, - Ton, MIS1AL
Truck, 3/L Ton, M37BL

HEW NENNNRVHBEEOORPW

b. Enemy Lossese

NVA KIA: L75
VG KIA: 40
NVA DIS: 23
VC DIS: 22
NVA_ POWs 9
Ve Pows U

gt~ Khe- Sanh)

VC Returneez 7 ( "3t Khe Serh) C
CONFILEL 1AL
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Notsinnane 26
OIV DEFs 5

(2) Enemy Materiel Losses:

Individual Weapons: 12}
Crew Served ¥oaponss 40
82mm Mortar Rounds: 1459
60mm Mortar Rounds L82

RPG Rounds. 262

120mm Mortar Rounds; 19
10mm Mortar Rounds: 1

60m Mortar Base Platess 2
AT Miness 31

Satchel Charges (Small) 800
60mm Mortar Sight: 1

ChiCom Grenadess 236
Jransister Radio: 1

GhiGett Radio w/ Earphone and sntemmas 1
Flamethrower: 1

NVA Gas Masks. 304

NA Packst 12

Entrenching Tools: 31

ce Due to operational requirements and weather, searches were not conducted
in all areas where artillery missions were fireds

d. No significant amounts of US manufactured items were recovered.
1. (C) ADMINISTRATION and LOGISTICS

se JAdministration:

(1) The major activity in the personnel area consisted of the continuames of
the Brigade Infusion Program that willle completed by 30 fmril 1969« The only
facet incomplete or not in the final stages at the time of this report is the
infusion program for senior nonecommissioned officews which is controlled by HQSs

USZRV .

(2) on 15 January, the lst Brigade Finance Office assumed the responsibility
of the payroll for an add:r.tn.onal L,,500 non-divisional army personnel in Northern
| Corpse The 64th Finance Section was placed under the operational control of the
Brigade Finance Office due to the additional work loade During January -znd Fobee
ruary approximately 9,500 personnel were paid by the Brigade. On 15 March 1969
the 64th Finance Section assumed camplete responsibility for paying the L5500 non.
divisional army personnel and the Brigade was relieved of this responibilitye

(3) The Drigade Gn.v*x'han Personnel Section iser  adminisirative control of

the lst Brigade Ki «Carson Scoub » e o +  dte Tagources, was
assigned administrative control of the scouts rgther U wmder the more customary
control of the Sw3 or g5 ™y Personnel activities

under one Staff gection.:
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SUBJECTs After Action Rgpmrt = Operation 1st Inf Bdey 5th Inf Div (M) A0,
1 Marech 1969 - 22 April 1969.

(4) The Drigade Reenlistment Program received increased emphasis during the
1st Quarter of 1969¢ A separate building was provided for the Career Counselor
and an Assistent Career Counselor was added to the Reenlistment offices

(5) During March 1969 the Brigade published its Standard Operating Proceedure
updating the original draft SOP from Fort Carson and formalizing inecountyy proce-
edures in all tactical and administrative arcass

(6) Post Exchange:

(@ The Drigado Post Exchange was placed in the"™ain StoreMcategory as a re-
sult of monthly sales in excess of two hundred thousand dollarse

(b) A request for customer service was approved and facilities requested,

(c) A mobile facility was established to provide exchange facilities to field
units and remote basese

(7). The Brigade underwent its first Annua General Inspection within this
cormand during the period 23-29 Mareh 1969 with an overall rating of excellents

(8) During January 1969 the Brigade assumed operational control of the 3rdl
Squadron, 5th Cavalrys The squadron is an organic element of the 9th Infantry
Division and was attached to the 101st Airborn Division at the time of assumption
of operational controle In order to simplify the administrative pipeline for the
squadrony “the Drigade has recommended to XXIV Corps that the Squadron be assigned
to the Drigade for all purposes.

(9) During the 1st quarter of 1969 the Brigade established a hospital pay
system; once each month a Brigade Class A Agent travels to all hospitals in Viete
where 1lst Brigade patients are located and provides these patients with their

(10) On 1 March 1969 the Special Services Officer opened a new limited Brigade
R&L Center at Wander Deache Tentage was erected to house personnele Latrine,
lifeguard and trash facilities were provided but there are no messing facilities
available, The facilities are apable of accommodating swimming and outdoor
activities for up to one hundred and eighty personncle

(11) The Brigade Provost Marshal's Office has initiated the first military
police patrols to the remote areas of Quang Tri Provincees These patrols have
operated at such places as ConThien, Gio Linhy Ca Lu and along the Street Without
Joy. These patrols operate twenty-four hours a day when requireds

b. Logistics:
(1) During the majority of the reporting period the 3d Sqdn, 5th Cav was
OPCON to the Drigade 1 the case of the 3+ Cav OX2:LCa p© 3cnt ADCON and the

Brigade. assisted Dy the 63 s Ry ‘ﬁiﬁ.@;**bi a4 ard supply matterss
for the squadrons e -

(2) TF Remagens B nBe/fhd Brfiles 3hihd IF Remagen were removed the
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operation was a test of the ability to resupply. and keep an armored force operate
ing without the use of ground lines of communicationse The Brigade estabXished

a forward support element (FSE) at Vandergrift Combat Dase where supplies and
repair parts were assembled for shipment by helicopter to TF Remagens Both bat-
talions maintained combat trains with TF Remagen which consisted of tracked maint-
enance and resupply vehicles, the majority of the mechanics and a portion of the
battalion supply sectiones At Vandergrift, with the FSE, the battalions maintained
their PLL personnel and most of the remainder of their supply sectionse

(@ All types of Class | were available at Vandergrifte Iandry packs were
issued on the basis of one (1) pack per 100 men every tuo (2) dayse The USMD)
Class | point issued one (1) A-ration meal per days Decause of the difficulty
of distributing gerations, Cerations were used about 90% of the time.

(b) (lass 1] was available except for some special items such as OH=C
(hydraulic fluid) and LSA (lubricating ¢il, semi-fluid) in large containers. By
anticipating requirements, sufficient quantities of packaged POL were ordered
from Brigade stocks to meet demands as they arose. Five-hundred gallon rubber
drums were used to carry 75,000 gallons of fuel to the maneuver elementse

(c) There was no difficulty in draming ammunitions The Brigade Sel. and the
Marine Logistics Support Unit (LSU) Commander arranged an mmmition accountability
transfer that enabled the TF Remagen Sl to draw Class V quicklys Specialized
items such as 40m anti-aircraft (duster), 479, claymores, and hand flares were
not available in large guantities but could be ordered through the ISUs Non-
smergency delivery was normally made one or two days after orderinge The 105m

-ttery fired 8,883 rounds and the 8lmm mortars fired L4677 rounds during the

serablione

(d) The USMC LSA scheduling system for helicopter logistical support caused

- reatest logistical problem. Helicopters were not dedicated to the support
- ™ Remagen and the LSA scheduling system requires precise locations and times

delivery the afternoon before the supplies are to be deliverede With all
units maneuvering, it was extremely difficult to comply with the LSA's system.
A better resupply system would have been for the USMC to apply all helicopter sup-
port to its priorities until TF Remagen was in a position to be resupplied; then
concentrate on TF Remagen needs until completed. With an average of 30 minutes per
round trip, four (L) heavy lift helicopters could have met TF Remagen average
daily resupply requirements in 1% hourss. In addition a Brigade UHel was used
daily for retail distribution of the parts, mail and meals from the combat trains
areas to the users.

(e) Organizational maintenance support was available from the combat trains
and a contact team from D Company, 75th Support Battalion was in the fie3d during
most of the operation to provide direct support. In addition the Brigade provid-
ed repair parts and direct support maintenance for the 2d Troop, 7th ARVN Cav,
While operating under combat conditions, the maintensnc: teams performed all re-
quired functions to include the pulling of power packs to adjust or replace theme

(f). Following is a summary of the Logistical activities required to support

TF Remagene. It must be remembered that awl vy ;gt%include replacement parts
L i
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such as power packs, wos adcomplished by air.

CL4SS |

Meals
Sundry Packs

CLASS 111

Mogas

Diesel

OE 50

& 30

OE 10

Drake: Fluid
GAL.

LSA

GOv0

Hydranlic Fluid

LS ¥

108
8lam

90m tank
450 cal
7_6211‘;,

5 «S6m(

Hand Flares
Frag Grenades
155m

1t

Lomn  (Duster)

CLASS IX: Items listed below are items that were replaced.

gg pallets (55,662 meals)

19,550 gallons
CA LN ga”ons
865 gallons
980 gallons
320 gallons
L5 gallons
110 gallons

6 gallons

90 gallons

71 gallcns

8883 rounds
4677 rounds
2338 rounds

B22 rounds
594200 rounds

174,800 rounds

4200 rounds
5,760 rounds
624
606 -
1oLk rounds
10Q rounds
12,256 rounds

Operation gt Inf Dde, 5th Inf Div (M) A0,
1 March 1969 - 22 April 1969,

This does

not include items that were "pulled” and adjusted or repaired in the fieldes

1-77 Armor (16 Mar - 11 Apr)

TLIKS
Engine

Transmission
Starter
Track

Camp Ider Arm 1

M 88
R/Final or

Wk NW

sets

5
S

GRAY TOTALS
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1 March 1969n~ 22 Apl’l| 19{)9'

Track 2 sots 2 sets
Generator 1 1
Comp Idler Arm 1 1
1-77 Armor (16 Mar - 11 Apr) 1«61 Mech (12 Apr - 28 Apr)*
N 113aA1 / M577AL MI1134 / M B77AL
Engine 3 Engine 6 9
Track 6 sets Track { sets 13 sets
Transmission 0 Transmission L Ly
Final Drive 1 Final Drive 3 4
M 10641 M 1064
Engine 1 Engine 1 2
M 125AF
Engine 1 1
Transmission 1 1

*Vehicles not repaired by 28 April were evacuated yith the move of the task force
to LZ sharcne

12, COMMANDER'S ANALYSIS:

ge During the reporting period the Brigade proved that a Mechanized Bmgade
is cagpable of operating in rough terrain without ground lines of commmnications,
Sehting main force Wi Regiments and werking closely with the GVN forces in the

~wiification efforts

be The only way to successfully interdict the enemy’s movement in and arcind
the populated areas is to emphasize sguad and fire team operations to include gate
uratibn ambushing and patrolling. tuhenever the Brigade has been concestrated in
iIts oun AO there is evidence_ in captured documents, that the numerous night ame
bushes and the constant daylizht patrolling has produced in the esemy a sense
frustration and a fear of movement between the base areas and the populated love

lands.

(1) Small unit operations can be conducted in any type of terrain. As long
as a reliable means of commnications IS established between the squad or fire
team and its parent unit the Brigade can respond to any emergency with fire sup-
port and a ready reaction force in time to prevent the unit concerned from getting

INtO gerious troublce

(2)) Ambushes are successful when the basic fundamentals are rigidly adhered
to and practiced by the ambush force. The Drigade has found no secret formulas
and has not developed any new ambushing techniquess It has proven helpful to have
the team leaders trained in the adjustment of artillery and mortar fire, but it
has been found by experience that if the basic principles of rifle marksmanship
and the ambush techniques taught in the service schonls; are properly appliedy the
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ambush will have a good chance of successs

ce When the 1st Bn, 2d ARVN Regt was committed to Operation Montana Mauler
both the Drigade, and 2d IRVN Regt established T4AG CPs at 02 (¥D1356L5)e The two
(2) CPs were collocated and werey in effecty, a combined CP. The combined OP re-
sulted in fast +timely coordination and both the scheme of maneuver and the fire
support for % Brigade and 2d ARVN were easily made to be complementary. The
combined CP had the effect of producing a unity of command for the operatione

de In moving at will in difficult terrain from LZ Alpine to Route 926 along
the Laotian border Task Force Remagen has given the enemy cause to thinke The
enemy's lines of communications in Laos are vulnerables An armor/mech force, which
is totally supplied by air, is not subject to being destroyed by cutting off its
logistical tail. Such a force could enter Laos, move to Route 926 and then turn
and strike aong the "Ho Chi Minh Trail.”

6 Inclosurcs JLMES M. GIDSON
Le Brigade Task Orgagization COL, Infanbry
Za Overlay: AO. 1st I nf Cormanding
Div (Mech)

V3. Overlay: Operation Cam Hung
Vi Overlay: Oseration Montana Mauler
/%, Overlay: TF Remagen AO

, Overlay: Operation Ellis Ravine

01 LENTI AL
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3rd Marine Division
Command Chronology
May 1969

Encl 5B After Action Reports From USA Elements
Tab A Depatment of the Army, 1st Infantry Brigade, 5th Infantry

Divison(Mech) Combat Operation After Action Report, No Code
Name, w/6 Incls:

T b 1L Brigade Task Organization

T b 2 Owverlay: AO, 1lst Bde, 5th Inf Div(Mech)
Tdb 3 Overlay: Operation Cam Hung

T 4 Owverlay: Operation Montana Mauler

Ta 5 Overlay: TF Remagen AO

Ta 6 Overlay: Operation Ellis Ravine

Tab B Depatment of the Army, 1st Infantry Brigade, 5th Infantry
Divison(Mech) Report, Subj: Lessons Learned for Period
Ending 30 Apr 1969, w/7 Incls:

Tap 1 Brigade Task Organization

Tab 2 Overlay: A0, lst bde, 5th Inf Div(Mech)

Tal 3 Overlay: Operation Can Hung

Tab 4 Overlay: Operation Montana Mauler

Tab 5 Overlay: TF Remagen AO

Ta 6 Overlay: Operation Ellis Ravine

Ta 7 Program of Instruction-Unit Chemical Operations Course

Tab C Department of the Army, lst Infantry Brigade, 5th Infantry
Division (Mech) Report, Subj: Combat Operations After Action
Report (Operation Montana Mauler), W/1 Endl; & 8 Sketches,
Incl 2A 22,23 Mar 69; Area Bounded by YD 029601, YD 029628,
YD 049628, Yd 049601
Incl 2 B 24 Mar 69; Area Bounded by YD 034610, YD 034635,

YD 060635, YD 060610
Incl 2C 25 Mar 69; Area Bounded by YD 026615, YD 026634,
YD 051634, YD 051615
Incl 2D 26 Mar 69; Area Bounded By YD 026614, YD 026636,

YD 059636, YD 059614
H}C}) AZIE " 927\%6‘8 &82 OArea Bounded by YD 022620, YD 022649,

Incl 2F 28 Mar 69; Area Bounded by YD 021630, YD 021650,

YD 075650, YD 075630
Incl 2G 29, 30, 31 Mar 69; Area Bounded by YD 020624,

YD 020670, YP 070670, YD 070624
Incl 2H Overlay of Phase 1IL
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(1 February - 30 April 1969)

ORGANIZATDI] ARFKA OF OPERATION*

F L-ll Inf: Organic light infantry battalicua with AO RED
four (l;) rifle companies. Horially
oerated with three rifle companies
and a tank companye.

TF 1-61 lMech: Organic mechanized infantry battalion AO BLACK
with three (3) rifle companies Ijor=-
mally operated as a pure mechanized
infantry battalion with cross attach-
ments- of tank companies as needed.

TF 1-77 Armor: Organic tank battalion iith three (3) AO GOLD
tank companies. lNormally operated as
a tank task force with one. infantry
company from the 1-11 Inf and one
Cavalry troop (4/L=12) attached.

TF 3=5 Cavs Cavalry squadron from the Sth Inf Div. AO RED .

Normally operated with two ground cav-

laxy troops (One ground troop operated

with the 101st Abn Div (AM) and D Troop

operated with the 9th Inf Div), and one

or two infantry companics vtached.

(The infantry companies were from the

1-11 Inf, 1-61 Mech or 3d Yar Div).

SITRAC Bne The 1st AMTRAC Bn wns reorganized as © AO GRAY
f'CSZI( threc (3) company rifle patiaiione The

Ist IHIRLC BN normally operated aS a
pure riflc battalion with periodic
atbtachments Of tanks, mochanized inf or
cavalry. The lst AMIRAS Bn was made non-
ouerational on 15 Apr and was replaced
by a Marinc Battalion vbers and
two Merine rifle companies.

5=l Lrtye Organic 155mm Sp artillery battalion with Brigade AO
thre (3) firing battories. The =i Arty
nornally operated with one battery at LZ
Sharon (£D335‘a 15), one at Hal Lang FSB

N [ 71
(vDh22477), end one at LZ Henc: [ o)
~ LPUY WS TEIMIOrces v .
;(’U‘SA) oo @ zeon Ver sxty & o S0) g

the, situatdon roquireds

AR HIA

RECLASSIELER
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75th Spt Bn: Organic Spt Bn with an gdmin Co at
CP red Devil, Medical Co at Quang
Tri, Sand T Co at Camp Rod Dovil
and a DS fint Co at IZ Sharon.

L/h=12 Cavs Organic ground cavalry troop. 4/l=12
normally operated as part of TF 1-77

irmor, but from time to +time the troop
yas attached to TF 1-11 Inf and TF 3-5 Cave

1/7th Engr: Organic engineer coupany with one
. bridpe platoon and three combat

enrincer platse The company operated

in a DS role for the envire Bde with
avtechnents of plats to the various

battalions for ¢ rational rcquircrents.

Othor organic units operating out of Camp Red Dovil weros

290th Sig Co
517th ¢ Det
LO7th RED 7
CyClst INf Bde, 5th Inf Div (i)
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RM14 & | 2 _a _ . iy Dividron (Mech)
PO San Francisco 96477

AVBLeC P May 1969
SUBJECT Operational Report - Lessons learned for Period Ending 30 April 1969.

See Distribution

References: USARV Reg 525«15; dtd 13 April 1968; PCV Reg 5252, dtd 9 May 1968.
1. SECTION 1 - Operations: Significant Activities.
ae. Genera:

- (1) Mesion: The primary mission of the lst Infantry Brigade, Sth
Infantry Division (Mech) continued to be to conduct pacification, strike,
counterinfiltration and counterinsurgency operations throughout the populated
areas of Quang Tri Province and in Base Area 101 (See Inclosire 2).

(2) Operations:

(& During the reparting period the Brigade eo inued to emphasize
gnall unit search and clear operationss cadined opcrations with ARVII, RF
and PF forces and s&turation wbushes and patrols at nighte. The auphasis
continued to be on cutting the enemyts lines of commnications between the
old base areas in the mountains shd the population in the lowlands, as well
as interdicting his movement iithin the populated areas. Duxng the month
of February the Brigade prepared and implemented plans tO protect the loes N
Tections and in pril a Rice Denial progrim 1 nit - All three
sorations were planned and dmplemented in conjunction withh VI forees.

(b) In addition to operations within the Brigade AO the lst Infantry
Brigade, Sth Infantry Division (Mech) conducted a series of operations
elscuhere in the 3d Harine Division AO. Fran 28 February through 3 March
and from 22 March through 2 fpril the Brigade fought two wmejor battles
south of the DMZ and west of Con Thion (See Imcloaurc 3, Bdatble of Cam
Hung; and Inclosure li, Operation Montana Mavler)s On 16 March the Brigade
began operations on the Khe Senh Plain. The operations on the Khe Sanh
Plain were conducted by an Armor/Mech Task Force (TF Remagen) and lasted
until 29 April (See Inclogure 5)¢ From 8 April through 15 April the Brigade
conducted Operation Ellis Ravinc, which was a search and ¢lear, road build-
ing operation conducted in coordination and cooperation with the st and
2nd ARVE Regts, 1st ARVY Division. During Ellis Ravine a road s opened
bebween LZ Sharon {(ID335145) and Ca Lu (¥DO15L55) giving the 3d Marine
Division a route from Quang Tri to Vandergrift Conbat Base that could, with
a little improvenent, be used as. supply route for Vandergrift Combat Base
should Route 9 be elosc 1o 5), DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERyAL

‘ DECLASSIFIED AFTER L2 o%EAKRS
DOD DiR-5200.1
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SUBJECT: Cperational Report ~ lLessons Leamed for Period Ending 30 April

(3 Task Organization: The Brigadets task organization was changed
as the situation warranted to provide forces tailored for each task.
During the majority of the reporting period, the Brigade was organized as
set forth in Inclosure 1.

b. Operations in the Brigade A0 (See Inclosure 2):
(1) Backgrounds:

(@ Intelligence Estimate: An analysis of the cnemy situation in
the Brigade 40, coupled with an analysis of cordon and search operations

and saturation gpbushing and patrolling that had taken place during Dece
crber 1968 and January 1969 revealed that:

L 1A and VC main force units had not returned to the populated areas.

2. The enewy continued to move in small groups, avoided contact and
usually refused to fight mechanized forces,

2. A shortage of food and personnel continued to force the eneny to
move in small groups from his base area to the populated areas to secure
food and intelligence, and to recruit replacements for his depleted forcess

e The infrastructure had been seriously crigpled by the comhined
cordon and search operations of Ifovember 1968 through January 1969, Lo
order to gurvive, the merbers of the infrastructure had to move continuously,
conduct their operations during the hours of darkness, and attempt to recruit
now remberss |IN addition, cordons had become less profitable because a
large number of the infrastructure had been killed, captured$ or run off
by the constant coibined ambushing and cordoninge

5« In order for the infrastructure to survive, the encry would have

to denonstrate the insbility of allied forces to prevent enemy raids and
vacks by fire during Tot, and also would have to disrupt the local
slections that yore tO take place each Sunday in arch.

6.. The eneuyts Offensive capability was Limited to the conduct of
hgraEsing attacks (attacks by fire, sniping, and the placement of mines and
booby traps), Or terrorist activities. Mapjor forces would have to re-enter
the area from lorth Vietnam before a serious threat could be posed to platoon
or corpany Sized Brigade. fRVI, RF or PF unitse

(b) Operational Concepts: To take advantage of the enemy situation
and continue the pacification effort it was decided:

(1) To continue the interdiction of the eneiy movement from the base
arcas to the populated areas, and within the populated area by continuing
to cmphasize small unit (sguad and fire team) operations, These operations
wore to include “Hunter-Killer operations, saturation patrolling and sat-
uration ambushing. Brigade forces mbushed between Hie population md the
base area, and between pouvulation centers while territarial forces ambushed

UNCLASSIFIED e
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WBL-0 AT L L i T 30 May 1969
SUBJECT: Operational eport = LeSsons Lbatned-ror-temiod Ending 30 Amxril
1969,

within the populated areas. An additional benefit of the saturation amlmsks
ing and patrolling would be the early detection of the entrance of large
enenyy forces into the arcaes

24 To continue conducting combined daylight search and clear operations
with the regional and popular forces. These opcrabions were to include
integrating PF platoons and squads into the compzxies and platoons of the
Brigade, using US %ank and mechanized infantry platoons to block while RF
and PF forces search an area, and conducting joint strike operationse

3es ToO discontinue the use of cordons for the Tet period (the month of
Pebruary)s It was decided that because cordons were no longer as prok
ductive as they had been it would be much better to use the available
forces for ambushing and patrollings

e 10 continue maintaining continuous liaison with Trieu Phong, Hai
Lang, and Ma Linh Districts; Quang Tri Province, and 1st LRVH Regt Headw
quarters, in order to be able to react to any enany attack. This liaison was
to inelude the cgtablishment oOf secure voice and VHF point to point circuits
between Bde. Sector and 1st 4RVl and between theR and Districts, It was
considered to be of particular importance to be able to react quickly to
enery attack against resettlement villages, District or Provincial Head-
quarters and isolated PF platoonse Joint plans were developed for the above
contingencies by the Brigade, lst ARVI] Regt and the Provincial forces,

5e To insurc the security of the local elections by patrolling the
noxrtar belts with US and gRVII forces and replacing Provincial forces
charged with the defense of fixed installations with US or ARVi] forces. The
Provincial forces were then freed to conduct security operations close to
the villages and hamlete in which the elections were being held. On the
days of the elections 8rigade units stayed out of the populated areas comw
pletelys

(2 Tet 1969: The eritical period for Tet was considered to be the
untire month of February. The Brigade concentrated on ambushing and. patrole
ling at night and ¢mbined search operations during the day  No cordons
were conducted during the monthe

(& The satwation ambushing and patrolling paid off. During the Tct
period no knovm ciy terrorist activities occurred in the £041,and captured
documents gtated that the enciy felt that he could no longer enter the
populated portions of Trieu Fhong, Hai Lang, or Ma Linh through the part
of the Brig: AO west of Route 1. In addition the enecmy was not able to
Jaunch an attack upon friendly forces or installations during the Tet
period (in ate case an enery mortar squad was arbushed and seven (7) of
the eight {§) were killed as they attempted to move to a firing position in
the vicintty of IZ Sharon).

(b)) The emphasis during daylight was on the cowbined search ogperations.
Klemento. Of the Brigade, Provincial fOrces and lst /tVH Regt conbinually
searched =11 knowm OF suspected areas that the enemy had used as asserblv
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(3) Loca Elections (March 1969): In preparation for the local
elections. careful plans were drasm Up ty the Vietnamese to insure that
the Provincial Forces would be able to secure the voters.

(@ To provide maximm security the elections ere spread over the
first four Suxays in larch so that there would be sufficient Provincial
forces in all of the villages and hanilets in which elections were being neids
In cooperation with Provincial authorities, the Brigade assumed responsi bility
for the defense of the critical bridges in the A0 from 0600 hrs to 1800 hrs
during each clection day. Assuming responsibility for the bridges alowed
the Provincia forces to secure the voters. The Brigade, in conjunction
with the 1st \RVI Remte aso patrolled the mortar belts during the electons
and was prepared to assist any RF or PF force that might have been attacked.

(b) During March and the first part of fLpril the Brigade becar heavily
cormitted in the Leatherneck Square area and at Khe Sanh, thus not until 9
March was the Brigzade able to place its maximm effort in supporv of the
elections. Despite other cormitments the Brigade was able tO accompilsn atlt

of its missions. Mo incident was reparted to have teaken place auyang axy
of the elections.

 {4) Rice Denial: After close coordination with Quang Tri Frovince,
Rice Denial operations began on 23 April-19°%

(a) During tho:period of this repart Rice Denlal operations. @ & =
centratod on cutting the enes.yls lines of commwnicationsy protecting the
rice farmers while they harvest their crop, and preventing the VC from
stealing the rice. The lst Inf Bde, 5th Inf Div (M) has concentrated on
cutting off the enemy?¥s line of commnications by consvently amousning and
patrolling the enenxts rice routes and likely teiporary storage areas. The
@¥/Ufcrcos have directed their effc ts towrds protecting the 988ui and
their crovse

(b) Rice Denial Operations will cantimo through 15 June 1969 with
syibagie shiftine dorine the middle of May to search Operations wes.uu to
#5ad enet Blo¢ caches.

C Bottle Of Gn Tune (28 February - 3 March): On ey reoruasy the
3d Sndr  5th Gav. consisting of B and C troops and wne Squadron weewu—
guarters, was vlaced imder the operational control of the 1st s wues 5th
Tof Div (M) and on 27 February the Squadron occupied Con Thien \iuiifiva; and
02 (¥D1366L6). The mission of the Squadron -as to secure xxu Clearing
operations natheast of 02 and conduct anvasaniziivraveun and strike operations
in 10 GREEN (See Inclesure 3). During the early morning hours of 28 Feb-
ruary Quat Xa Hanlet was mortared. (rater anatysis indicated that the
mortar fire may have come from Cam fing (YD079629). Based on the crater
analysis and on other intelligence provided by the Brigade 32 indicating
ey nrescnce at Cam Hung the 3-5 vav dispatched the 3d platoon of i Troop
into the area -

(1) e+ 1=ho hrs on 28 February 3/B/3-5 Cav was engaged by an estimated
WA commany ab YD098630e The remainder of B Trp and C/ 5 Gav x “nforeod by
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a platoon of ¥/3~3 Marines moved to reinforce the platoon. The catralry
employing air and artillery on enemy positions and likely avenues of approach,
closed with the ene: and swept the battle area finding 60 enemy XKIA, At
1815 hrs contact was broken and the cavalry withd®ew to defensive positionse
Throughout the night six (6) batteries of Marine Artillery, two (2) batteries
of Ly Artillery,and the USS Hew Jersey fired into the area and on guspected
enen routes of withdrawal, Results of the dayts action were one (1) US
Kily, nine (9) USWIL and 60 HVA (Ihs

(2) The enemy appeared to be fresh  well traimed, and well equipped
dth\mew uniforms and waponse The enemy emwploysed small axms fnachie
gus and PGs and he fought hard and well to defend his positions. An
assessrent Of the enemy actions indicated that the eavalry had probably run
into a forward defensive position for a larger force (possibly a Battallon
or regiment)s Based on the above estimate of the enemy situation A/l=12
Cav was ordered to mor from the vicinity of Quang Tri Combat Base (QTCB)
to an asserbly area at ¥D102596 to block the south and west avenues of with-
drawale The troop moved at 0010 hrs on 1 Mar and upon axriving in the
assombly area 0330 hrs was placed under the operational control of 35>
Cave

(3) At dawn on the morning of 1 Mar A/4-12 Gav crossed the Can 1o
River and moved NOrth to epgain contact with the cnemy while B and ¢
Troops 3«5 Cav and one (1) platoon of }/3«3 Marines noved back fnte the
area of the previous dayts contact. At 1050 hrss 0/3-5 Cav regained conbact
vie YDO78639, OCTroop maneuvered to dislodge the enemy from his positions
while A/L=12 Cav, B/3=~5 Cav and elements of M/3-3 Marines mored tO segl Off
the battle area snd prevent the enemy!sS escarcs

(2) Shortly after contact was regained B/1~61 Mech was moved from 40
BLLCK (See Inclosure 2) to C2 (¥D1366l5) to act as Brigade reserve. At
1250 hrs ¢/1~11l Inf was air assaulted into the battle area and placed mder

J.cooperational control of TF 3-5 Cave

(b) Throughout the day air strikes and artillery were employed in -
port of the assaults by the ground troops on the enewy bunker positions,
The enery was well dug in,, his fortifications were extensive and he fought
hard to hold his grounds By nightfall the enemy still occupied fortified
positions and the Sguadron withdrew to defensive positions on high growa
around the enemyts locationse In an attempt to hold the ereny in positim
artillery was again fired on the eremy positions throughout the night ani
abushes were placed between the friendly locationse

(¢) Results of the d¢ activities were: two (2) US K14, twenty-five
(25) US WIA and 17 VA KIA (as. a result of constant contacts from 1050 hrs
until 1730 nrs, ranging from sniper fire to heavy engagements between
company Sized units, it was impossible to check more than a small mrt of
the battle area fOr enemy casualties)e INn addition, five (5) personnel
carriers and four (I) tanks rre damsged and placed out of action bylt.he
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(d) At 012000H M=p 69 the 1st Bn, 61st Inf (M) was ordered tO move at
020700H Mar 69 with a juap CP and one mech rifle coupany from LZ Sharon to
2. ‘he battalion was to regain operational control of B/l-61 Inf (M) upon
arrivel.at 02 nd to be prepared to attack west to geize hill 162 (¥D070635)
in an attempt to prevent enciy escape to the nartinreste The Brigade jumm
CP was also ordered to move to G2 to control the op rations

(L) At 0700 hrsson 2 Mer TF 1-61 Inf (M)moved with the Bde jump CP
to ¢ where TF 1-61 Inf (M)was reinforced by two (2) Marine plagoonse By
late morning there had been no gL gnificant contact so the 645 east west
gridline was established as a boundary between TF 3«5 Cav and TF 1«61 Inf ().
TF 1-61 Inf (M) conducted search and clear operations north of the boundary
while TF 3«5 Cav conducted search and clear operations in the soulhern
portion of A0 GREE,

(5 Significant contact was never reestablished with the enamy «lthou b
several small contacts werc made on 2 and 3 March. By the evening of 3 March
TF 3=5 Cav returned to Con Thien and 02 while TF 1-61 Inf (M) conbinued
search and clear operations in the wstern half of 40 GREEI until 060800
Mar 69 when the battalion returned to LZ Sharone

(6) 2esults:

a Enemy: During the battle of Can Hung the ene lost 118 mva KIA
and 3 individual and 8- crew served weapons captureds 1N addition, 212
mortar rounds (10l 60mm, 90 82mm and 18 122mm) were captureds

be Friondly: Personnel losses were three (3) US X1 and thirtyefive
(35)7US Wik. Seven (1), persomel carriers and six (6) taks were damaged
(most of the daiage was inflicted Dy anti-tanlk mines).

C. Documents captured during the battle indicate that {yo (2) pattaliens
the 27th WA Rert were N the GrmHung €A diring e pattle. wfter
c first two days of the battle the enemy moved narthwest iNto the D¥Z and
sould NOt be pursueds

de Task Force Remagen (16 March - 29 April): Task Force Remagen was
an armor/mech infaptry task force which opened Route 9 to khe Sanh, and
conducted reconnalssance in force and strike operation on the Khe Sanh
Plain. PFrom 16 March to 11 fpril TF Remagen was controlled by TF 1-77
Armor and from.11 April through 29 April it was controlled by TF 1-61 Tnf (M)

(1) Backgrounds
() Intelligences:

1. Eaemy Strength ad?l disposition in the area of operations was unknown
prior to starting the operation. Intelligence did indicate that highway
926, 1t ich connected north-south Route 92 in Laos with enewy base areas in
Vietnam entering RVI at 7D780234 d rumning east 4o 335299 wms being usdd
by the NVA to transport men and materials into South Vietnam by wheeled
vehicles. 4e3' alyg ]gg%eg?@o%m the ,@as e ;e.iL, P X A
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of recent heavy uses In addition,; Marine reconnaissance teams had reparted
hearing tracked vehicles' along Route 926 during the hours of darkness,

and aerial obdervers had, on several occasions during the latter part of
February and the first of Mawxch, reported suspected tracked vehicle moves
ment along the same route, It wgs believed that the tracked wehicles, if
they  did in fact exist were prime movers for supply and or artillery con-
voys, but the possibility did exist that the enemy had moved tanks into
the area (enemy tenks had struck the Lang Ve Speeial Forces Camp along
Route 9, thirteen (13) kilomaters north of Route 926 during the 1968 seige
of Xhe Sanh)e

2. Upon first entering thA area ground Khe Sanh (XD862398), cn 19
March 69, elements of the Task Force found dnly dgns of the 1968 seigeo
As the Task Face pushed on cloger to the Laotian bardery its lead elements -
passed through the Lang Vei Special Farcos Camp (XD794361)  Four PT76 tanks,
all of which had been destroyed, were found at the location aong with an
abundance of old mmitions and destroyed equipment of both W4 and friendly
fcrcese NO signs of recent activity were apparent. Not until the lead-
elements reached the Xe Pon River (Vicinity XD7303L40), on 20 March 1969,
wre there any signs of recent activity. At this point fresh footprints in
the river bottom indicated possible platoon sized elements had been in the
area within the .ast 2L hours. Aerial observers reparted signs of recent
activity all along the & Pon River en the Iaotien side of the borders
Such signs as gaydensy corrals, and fish nets along the banks of the river
were seen by the iead elements of the Task Force. Throughout the period
of 23 Mar 69 thysugh 29 fLpril 1969, elements of the Tad Force spotted
vehicle lightsad a large amount of antimairerafy fire amost nightlyin
the vicinity of the Co Roc Mountains (XD740317)e Intelligence reports, red
haze and repoxte from aerial observers operating in the vicinity of TF
Rormagen durdzy the hours of darknes all dmdicated that there was an exbren Ay
large enery ro¢ encamped west Of the Co Roce

3. The tominating terrain feature in the area of opers:ions south

 Toute 9 vas the Co Rece The Co Roc is a granite ridge, in Laos that
runs slons the border from XD725348 southeast to XD768321 and then south to
XD753270, Verying in height from 850 moters to 515 meters above sea
level +ne Co Roc IS about 300 meters higher than the Khe Saxd Plain and the
crest of the ridge is only one to three kilometers inside Laose From their
priviledred sanctuary high atop the Co Roc the enemy was able to direct
mortax ire on Task Force Remagen as it mared toward houte Y20, and with
artillzry the enemy could control the majority of the Khe Sanh Flaine Uther
than she Co Dice' the terrain in the area of operations was of two types: High
steqr mountainss and gently rolling plateau covered with elephant grasse
The figh steep mountains were characterized by dense undergrowth and _
maerous mountain streams and were found on the eastern and northern portions
of the area. The slopes of the mountains were a challenge to track vehicles
and exceeded sixty percent (60%) in many cases; See Inclosure 1 (Area of
Merations)e The platezu ran generally est from the Khe Sanh area and to
the south aong the Xe pon River under the Co Roc with elephant grass up
to fifteen (15) feet high covering the rem nder of the area. Erosion has
caused many rulldes runmisg from the meountains west into th Xe Pon Rivers

QLT n MELASSIF
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Cover and concealment was geed-fe smowted trpops throughout the area
and concealment for tracked vehicles would have been good along the Xe Pon
River, where the trees and gurrounding vegetation expeeded 100 feet in
height in most greas except that the area was so dry that the vehicles
could be easily spotted by the dust that they stirred up as they aoveds

AVBL-C 9 ;
SUBJECT: Operation
1969,

Ls The weather for the period 16 March to 12 April was extremely dry
with no rain, Heat inversion caused the vigikility to be only fair during
the period of 26 Mar 69 to 30 Mar 69 The reduced visibility was an asset
on the Laotian border, Temperatures ranged from the mid $0ts to 105° F
during the petiods Throughout the operation the weather in the pass east
of Xhe Sanh and running east by northeast was characterized by 1lc¢ clouds
and fog which lasted until mid morning eggh day, This condition hindered
any aireraft from emtering the area of gnerations prior to 1000 hrse
During the last two weeks.the weather tnmmed cool and several rain starnms
created trafficability problems in the mountainous areass

(2) Qoergtion Mane Crag: Based on the reparta of heavy enemy vehicular
traffic along Roube 926, and the reports of possible tracked vehicle move-
ment in the area, the 3d Marine Diviglon launched Operation Maine Crag on.
15 March 1969, Operation Maine Crag was designed to be aregimental size
search and clear operation along; the eastern portion of Route 926 and around
the Taotion Qalient in Quang Jri Province, The 3d Marine Regt landed on
LZ4Saigon (XDB15275), Paris (XDB808236), Hanoi (XD802310) and Sparrow (¥DO505 8).
The Marines moved east along Route 926 searching for possible ener storage
and assembly aveas trying to find where all of the traffic along Route 926

had terminatedas

IgB) Mission: The mission of TF Remagen sas tOgpen Route 9 %o Ehe Serh
cut Route 926 in support of the 3d Marine fiegimentds operation Maine Crags
protect the 3d Marine Qegiment from an attack by an ene . axmor thrust

from Lacs, conduct wecomnaissanco- iN force operatiansSan the Khe Sanh

- 2in and to conduct strike operations as directed by Task FPorce Hotel

(LY Concept of operation:

(a) Task Force 'emagen was to stage at Ca Im (YDOL5455) on 16 March
and beginning on the morning of 17 March the Task Force was to move west
opening Route 9 to Khe Sanhs The more to Khe Sanh wag to be a deliberate
move with the scouts and engineers clearing the road of mines and b stacles,
the mech infantry securing the high ground along the route, and the artile
lery displacing as needed to cover the lead elements of the Task Porcee
After the lead elements opened the route the tank company and command
group were to proceed through to Kh€ Sanhe From Ca Lu to Khe Sanh 2149 Km
of Route 9 is nothing but a turning, twisting road cut out of the side of
a steep ridgelines In short, 2149 Km of Route 9 is perfect ambush country
and TF Remagen was not going to take any chances* After arrivirg at Xhe
Sanh the Task Force was to proceed south as rapidly as possible to cut
Route 926 and protect the exposed flank and rear of the 3d Marine Regt from
any possible enen armor thrust f£iom Laos. Because of the need 1t get
astride Route 926 rapidly the Task Force would have to move &.ong the
relatively easy terrain at the base of the Co loce Once astride Route 926
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TF Re en yas to conductf- arch and clear ope ations south of the highey
and along the Laotian border,

(b) Aother ohjective of Task Farce Remagen was to give the encmy cause
to think abou! the vulnersbility of any equipmenp or units thmb he might
try and move from Iaocs into Quang Tri using the main avenues of approach into
the province. By demonstrating the ability of a sech/armor force to
gperate in the difficult terrain around and to the gouth of Khe Sanh the -
enery wuld not only realize the vulnerability of his infiltration wutegy but
o the vulnerability of his main lines of cormunications in Laos to an
armored thrust would also become quite apparents

(¢) It was decided that.TF Remagen would operate at Khe Sanh without
a ghound line of cormmuuicationse Because of the length of the road from Ca
Lu to Khe Sanh the distance that the Task Force planned to move from Khe
Sanh ghile operating in. the area, and the limited combat power available
to the task force it was decided not to waste comhat power on the sdeurity
of resupply operations. A1l resupply tQ include al_ gadhd,  and replacew
nent parts for the vehicles was to be geeomplished by aire

(5) Execution:

(@ At 0600 hrs on 17 March TF Remagen departed Ca Lu for Khe Sankt,
The scout platoon of the Ist Bn 77th frmor sipported by the attached

engincer platoons gpgers and AVID!s led the way, Progress was slow but
steady as bypasses around destroyed bI’IdPeS re constructed. AVBBls 1ere
used repeatediy to span washouts znd fallen E\?I_Ld Jes and the road was swept /
for mines, The scouts reached p921J19 at 2015 hr and established a night
defensive podition at that o ation, ~ At 1806008 Mach the scouts and
eNgINeersS e aumnd their operations wagttarnd. B Orvmentr. Ted Bns 61st

Inf (M) simulibaneously displaced fram Ca Lu and moved tQ secure the high
ground VIC XD935100¢ Al 1330 hre Btry O, 1st n, Oth frtillery (105 SP)
isplaced from ga Lu to xp921L19 to provide fi e suppart for the Task ror e
zaents which now.extended along Route 9 from xD913}03 east to Ca Lu.
/s nightfall, the scout platoon had. crossed the last barrier to traffic
nd spent the night on the xhe Sanh Plateau. Their arrival on the platesn
marked the reopening of ioute 9 fOr ammored traffic. A mrodigious aNOUNt
of engincering effort had boen-required in the first 4wo days, Thirteen
(13) bypasses Were constructed, the £viBis had been launched and recovered
six (6) times. and ememv antimtank mines weve discovered aNd destaroyed N
two locations along the route. ¢ Comy Ny, lst Bn, 77th Armor begah moving
west ON Route 9 a 190800H Mar 69, The >I/'a,sk Force Command Group and -
combat trains folleowed C/1l«77 Armore. The march went without incident,
and all Task Force elements had closed on the plateau within five (5) hourse
fead elements Of the gask Force reached Khe Sanh-by noon, where they were

visited by LTG stillwell, [IV Corps Commanders,

(b) On 20 Mareh IF Remagen mored through the abandoned Special Forces
can, at Lang Vel (¥0795363) and then turned south along the Laotian border
bowmrd Highway 926e¢ At 1520 hr. On 25 fzrch Tm O Linked up with A/1-3
Marihed In the viecinity of Highway' 926 and estzblished a night position at
EID7T72 L The battalion L.2n mortar platoon and the e, _
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WI99LL 1o emnab Bho-te . Team G plaged an ambush at the point where

Highway 926 entere South Vietnam after crossing the Xe Pon River, This
ambush engaged 3 to 5 eneuy moving through the f ord site and the eneny
returned firee A search of the area the following marning revealed blood
trails and two 82ma mortar rounds were found at ZD78021124

(c) From 26-29 March 1969, both teams conducted extensive search smd
destroy operations north and south of Route 926 from the Laotian border to
the vicinity of the Laotian Salient. Approximately 100 sguare kilometers
were searched with negative results, Highway 926 was found to be a good
dry highway for wheeled vehicles. Observation of the Iaotisn side of the

river revealed numerous huts, bunkers and trgilse On the might of 29
Mar Team C started north back to xhe Sanh.

(d) &t 300720H Mar 69, Team B and the battolior Mortar platoon began
moving northe They were attacked at 0836 hrs vicinity XD778239 by an unknown
sized eneny force, One tank wWas damaged by an anti-tank mine, and another
was struck by an PG, Tees B returned the fire and swept the areae Three

3). enen dies were found.  Team B suffered three (3), wounded in action
O paciy bodies were found. Team B suiffered thee (3) wounded in act

had sent a tank platocn, proceeded by a mine sweop teams in reaction to

Team Bts firefighte, Following the minesweop team, the lead tank struck whith
was estimated to be two Chinese Gommmnist plastic AL mines stacked one on
top of the othery, The detonation blew sections of tanik track 300 meters
from the vehicle, and left a crater seven feet in. diameter by four feet
decpe hile securing the damaged tank, and sweeping the area, Team 0 dise
covered and destroyed a large enemy cache at m790255, The cache con ained

the followins:

821 mortar rounds 1120 with fuzes
60rx2. Mortar rounds 218 ywrith fuges
751 recoiless rifle rounds 86,

51 cal M3 rounds 3500

3imm rownls 20

7. %2 rounds 1500

RPG boosters 2

Chicom Lt Mx 1

Kl aprunition 3400

TPGe2 2

Chicom grenades 2

Mourtty 51 cal 2

Gas Mask 300

Plastic antiwtank mine 1

Team B passed throug Team C and moved nc th to a night position at XD765292
while Team ¢ secured the badly damaged tank. The following morning (3106154
Mar 69) Team B took approximately 100 rds of 82mm mortar, resulbing in

one (1) friendly KIA and gix (6) WIAe GCounterbattery fire from G/1-k0 Arty
was placed on the suspected mertzr position in Laos and the encry ceased
fire at 065l hrs. At 0355 hrs Team C took three (3) rounds of 82mm fpg the
Laotian side of the river but there were no casaalties. At 1215 hrs, Team C
c®, under moxtaxr and NPG fire. A vIr from D Campany, 1~77 Armor took a RPG
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direct hity detonating smﬁs- ingide regulting in one (1)
KILy four (4 WIky and a total loss of the TTR, Team C returned fire with
tank gms, suppressing the enany fire.

() From 2 {hrough 6 April 1969 the Task Farce Was imwolved in ex-
tracting the amaged vehicles and in reloc ating beek to the vicinity of
khe Sanh where extensive m: NtENANCe Was performed, It must be remembered
that all of the replacement parts, to include tracks and power packss
had to be delivered by air,

(£f) on 7 April the Task Farce moved narth to conduct a recomaissance
in foree toward LZ Alpine (¥D755530) with . C while Tm B conducted search
and clear gperations westenorthwest Of the Khe Sanh airfield. Dy being
able to niove from Khe Sanh to flpine the ammer/mech farce demonstrated that
armor is capable of getting astride all three of the man routes of infil-

tration into Quang Tri Province from Laos.

(@ On 9 April. an accident occurred at Vandergrift Combat Dase. Late
in the afternoon a Maine CH-46 crashed and burned placing the Divisionts
forward logistical support area (LSA), out of operstione -The LSA at
Vandergrift ywas the solo means of suppowrt fOr TF Remagen. the 3d Marine
Regt and the 4th ihrine ..ogt, The LSA remaingd ol ed on the 10tn and did
not reopen until 11 ppyi1, Operations by TF Zemagen Were able to continue

unsbated.

(h) On :he night of 10 April 1969, after the 1A had been closed all
day, C/1=l0 Arty secured by the battalion headauarters +tank section and
the scout plaloon moved tQ x0811369 and conducted A0 artillery raide Terw
tets consisted of 40 to 50 vehicle light vic XD700280, vehicle lights at
0761328, 30772318, and grids XD770310 andxD770300, [he hattery fired 1149
HE, 95 WP, and 70 VT rounds. There were 45 secondary explosions, including

6 large flashese ON€ laxwe fire was startods

() On 11 _pril the 1st m, 61 Inf (M) relioved the 1St Bn, 77th Armor
s the control headquarters of T Remagone Lt 1345 hrs the command groupy
SCoUut platoon, morta platoon and support elements of the 1st Bn, 77th frmor
departed xhe Sanh and after a 97,6 xm road march the last elements arrived
at LZ Hancy at 2030 hrs, When the 1st Dn, 61st-Inf (M) arrived at Khe Sanh
it brought with jt. 1/1-61 Inf M), A/1~77 Armor ¢ the scout and morfac
platoons of the ist Bn, 61st Inf (M), a self propelled 155mm howitzer bat-
tory (3 howltgers) and two (2) Marine 8 inch howitzerss The 8 inch
howitzers broke down before they reached Ca Lu and 4/1~77 Armor had to drag
them to ghe Sanh after dark,

() After grrivel at Khe Sanh 4/1-61 Inf (M) moved towerd LZ Alpine
to conduct search ana clear operations south of the LZ while D/1-61 Inf (M)
and C/1-77 prmor conducted search and clear operations in. the vicinity of
Kne Sanh, On the 13th 4/1~77 Armor began to move dircetly south from Khe
Sanh toward LZ Saigon (¥D815275) and Route 926 attempting to find a way
through the mountainous terrain 4nat would allon t: Task Force to move
nd <he Sanh without moving alone the base of the Co Rocs

betwe n_B._eAZézq
FoneLaSSIFER R A gy e
. " Sy ] : 4

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

710 - Ao ] Ai 2 lay 1969
SUDJECT 2 Qperational. Yepstya i Smrdo £ Ending 30 April

&) while &/1=T7 Am0T  myed _eouth the remainder of the Task Force made
a dash for the Ladtian bordér. Employin_ TAC air, artillery and advancing
{irectly west from Ehe Sanh the mech/armor force moved toward the border
gtempting to wake the eneny believe that his lines of commmications in
Los were in dangers and that he would be attacked in his sanctuarye The
newr- did not react to the feinte

(1) On 15 April B/1=61 Inf (M) and 0/1-77 Lxmor departed Khe Sanh for
¥ Sharon and LZ Hancy respectivelys A4s the companies reached Ca Lu the
dwms split. All inoperable vehicles were moved along Route 9 to Dong Ha
ad then down Route 1 to their final destination while the remainder of the
cmpmies moved through the newly opened Ba Long Valey roade As Bf1-61
If (M) and C/1l=77 lLxmor departed Khe Sanh the two (2) 8 inch howitzers
ta had accompanied TF 1«6l Inf (M) on its move to Khe Sanh were re-
txred to Vandergrift Combat Basee

() On 19 April the 2d Troop, 7th LRVN Cav, reinforced by the Recon
Gy Lst [RVIT Regt moved from Canp Evans to Ca Lue The following day the
EVI' ngved to Ehe Sanh and yag placed under the operational control of TF
lanagen, 4 ter arriving at Khe Sanh the Vil conducted search and clear.
yperations north of the airfield and then west toward the Laotian border.

(n} On 21 April /1=77 Armor reached Highway 926 After spending
the nidhy astride the highway, A/1-77 Armor returned to LZ Saigon hile
L/Lb1 Inf (1) moved through the tank company, turned east on Highway 926
md condwied search md 'elcar operations near the Laotian Sdlient in

the vicinity of [885225,

(0) On the 23rd the elements of TF Remapen that had been working along
Highway 926 begst their move back to XKhe Sanh, The last ek nment returned
to Khe 8a h on ¢y April and the Task Force performed md nbenance iN pree
paration for its scheduled move to LZ Sharon on 26 fprile

(p) At ¢330 hours on 25 pp3y an estimated yyy battalion agpackea the
2d Troop, T# LRVI Cav which was located at XDB12)30 The attack started
with a heavy mortar barrgge which lasted for about one hour (one mortar
round landed near the DG track of C/1-l0 frty killing the battery executive
officer and wounding every man in the FDC)e -Following the martar fire the
enemy attatked the ARVIT position using RPGls, small arms fire, atomatic weae
pons fire flamethrowers and sn __ satchel chargess At 0600 hours the ernesmy
broke copfact leaving behind 33 HVA KIA. A further search of the area re-
sultcd dr the capture of 22 AK=hT3s, four (i) B=lO launchers, one (1) Balf
launcher, two (2) IMGs, one (1) bangalore torpedos two (2) pole charges,
Chicom grenades, 300 satchel charges and one (1) flamethrower, Friendly
casualties weres eight (8) ARVN KIA, 1O ARVN WILy one (1) Australian
advisor XIf, two (2) US advisors WIA, two (2) US KIA and three (3) US WIA.
Three (3) fiwvl personnel carriers were destroyed and one (1) tank from A/1-T77

Lrmor was damagede

(q) The move from Khe Sz.h was postponed wtil 28 April to allow Task
Faree Tiemagen time to conduct a thorough search for the enemy At 0300
hrs on the 28th the enemy attacked once againe This timg—the-main, ack was

DECLASSIFIED



30 ¥ay 1969
for Period Ending 30 April

AVDL-C
SUBJECT:

TN RO ‘
B ICLASSIFIED
directed against Ce 4y lst-Bn,-6lst -Inf—(M) h was located &b XD845390,
The company was alerted just prior to the start of the attack by a lise
tening post which sprung an arbush on the enery as they were moving into
position. -The enc  attack was supported by PGy morber, small ms and
automatic weapons firee Throwing satchel charges and using flame devices
the enenyy charged from the southwest but was unable to penetrate the per-
imetere At approximately 0540 hrs the enem broke contact and disappeared
into the night. While 4/1«61 Inf (M) was under attack both 2/7 LRVI and
the Task Force OP were probed by the enemy ground forces. 2/7 (RV moved
to A/1-61 Inf s location and swept the area. The clay was spent attempiing
to regain contact and at 1100 hrs C/l-1l Inf was air assaulsed into an iz
near the Khe Sanh airfield.s Contact was not re-established.

Operatds
1969

1. Friendly casualties were five (5) . and 35 WIhs In addition,
two (2) 1051 SP howitzers and one MpL48 Bargo carrier were damaged 1ile one
(1) ML1341 personnel carrier, one (1) Mi04a3 tank, one (1) water trailer and
one (1) M543 were destroyede(one of the M5LOs was loaded with 105mm am-
munition which exploded causing most of the friendly casualties).

2. The enem lost 34 WA [T/ and abandoned the folleoung equipment:
15 [X=4i7s, one (1) IiPD, two (2) “PG=2s, 500 satchel charges and 76 RPG
roundse

{z) Enery units involved in the contacts of 25 and 28 April have been
identificd as elements of the 57th and Sth Legts, 30Lth 1IVA Dive

(@ &t 0700 hrs on 29 ppril TF Remagen began its move from Khe Sanh
back tO its hor base, Because of the enany attacks on the 25th and 28th
it was anticipated that the enemy had nined the road from Xhe Sanh to Ca
Lu and that he might try and attack the Task Fcrc while it was on the
roade The move to Ca Lu was slow and careful but by 1216 hrs the lead
elerent had reached Ca Lu without incident and by 2150 hrs the last vehe
icle returned to LZ gharon, a distance of 80 grueling kilometerse

(6) Iogistics: Beeause the bridges behind TF Liemagen were removed the
operation was a test of the ability to resupply, and keep an armored farce
operable without the use of ground lines of cormunicabionse "™ Brigade
established a forward support element (FSE) at Vandergrift Combat Base
where supplies and reBai r aloarts were assembled for shipment by helicopter
tO TF Remagen, Both battalions maintained corbat trains with TF Remagen
which consisted of tracked maintenance and resupply vehiclesy the majarity
of the mechanics and a portion of the battalion supply section. At Vander-
grift, With the PSR the battalions maintained their PLL personnel and
most of the remainder of their supply sectionss

(8 411 types of Qlass | wre available at Vandergrifte Sundry packs
were issued on the basis of one (1) pack per 100 men every two (2) dayse
The USMC Class | point issued one (1) A-ration meal per day. Because of
the difficulty of distributing A-rvations, Cerations were used about 90%
of the time. ,
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(b) Class IIL was avofiebley-sucept-for siup Special items fuch ass OHwl

(cherry juice) and LSA (lubricating oil, semiefluid) in large containerse
By anticipating requirements, suffieient quantities of padkzsged POL were
ardered from Brigade stocks to wmect demands as they arose. Five-hundred
gallon rubtier drums were used to carry 75,000 gallons of fuel to the mans
euver elementse

() There was no difficulty in rawing mmnitions The Brigade Se
and the Marine Logistics Support Unit (LSU) Comasnder arranged an ammmition
accountability transfer that enabled the TF Remagen Swl to draw Class'¥
quicklye -Speclalized items such as LOmm antiseireraft (duster), MeT9,,
claymoresy and hand flares were not available in large quantities but sould
he ordered through the LSU. HNonwemergency delivery was normally made _s2
days after ordering, The 105m battery fired over 7,000 rounds and the
Olm moxbars fired approximately l;,000 rounds during the first three ieeks
of the operatione

(d) The UbM LSA scheduling system for helic pter logistical support
caused the greatest logistical problems Helicopters were not dedicated
to the suppart of TF Remsgen and the LS4 scheduling system requires precise
locations and times for delivery the afternoon before the supplies are to
be delivered, With all units maneuvering, it. was extremely difficult to
corply with the LSA gystems A befter resupply system would have been for
the USMC to apply all helicopter gsupport to its_ priorities until TF Remagen
was in a position to be resupplied; then copeontrate on TF Remsgen needs
until completed. With an average of 30 minutes per rQund trip, four (I)
heavy lift  @R-47) helicopters could have met TF Remagents average daily
resupply requirements in 1 hours. In additi on a Brigade UHe] was used
daily for retail distribution of the parts, mail s d meals from the combat
trains areas to the userg, . -

(e) Sécond echelon maintensnce support was availsble from the eambat
trains and a contact tean from D Company, 75th Support Battalion was in
..¢ £ield during most of the operation to provide divect support. In ade
cition the Dripgade provided repair parts and direct support maintenance
for the Troopy 7th IRV Cave Uhile operating under combat conditions,
the maintenance teans performed all required functions to include the pul~
Iing of power packs tO adjust Or replace theme

(£) Following is a summary of the logistieal zetivities required to
support TF liemagens It must be remembered that all resupply; to include
replacement parbs ch as powew packs, -wis; accomplished by aire

CLASS I-

Meals 93 pallets, (55,662 meals)
Sundry packs 9%

CLASS 111

Mogas 19;550 gallong [

Diesel 5651450 gallong
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LSS T UBN@MSSUFHE@
& 50 865 gellons.
aE 30 980 gallona
OE 10 330 gallons
Brake fiuid U5 gallons
GAL 110 gallons
ISA 56 _allons
GO 90 90 gallons
Hydraulic £Inid 71 galons
CLASS V
105m ﬁ 283 roungs
81mm 77 rounas
lie2! :338 rounds
90rm. tank 522 rounds
«50 cal 59 200 rounds
7 o621 174,800 rounds
LiOr 5760 rounds
Hand flares &2l
Frag grenades 606
. 1,0l rounds
gn hoo rounds
40m (duster) 12,256 rounds

CLiSS IX: Itéms. listed below are items that were replagceds This
coes not include it that were "pulled" and adjusted or repaired in the
field.

1-77 tymor (16 Mar - 11 [pr) {RAND TOTALS
TAKS
Engine 3 3
Transnission 2 2
Startern 1 I
Track 3 sets 3
Comp Icdler irm 1 1
M3
Y/final drive 2 >
Track 2 sets
Generator 1
Comp ldler & 1l 1
1-77 fxmor (16 Mar - 11 fpr 161 Mech (12 Apr . 28 fpr)#
MI3AT B TTAL MI13AY/MB7TAL
Engine 3 agine? 6 9
Track 6 ses Track 7 subs. 13
Transmission 0 Tra;msmisi\;vion' I _L;
Final Drive I Final Drive
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1=77 famor (16 Mer = 1T & L6 Mech (12 fpr = 28 fpr).
M10641 M106A1
Engine 1 Engine 1 2
M 12541
Engine I 1
Transmission 1 1

# Vehicles not repaired by 28 April were evacuated with the move of the
Task Force to LZ Sharone

(7) For fartywseven (47) days an armor/mech force had operated in
the northwestern mountains of South Vietnam along the Laotian ba dere Except
for the early mar ning hours of 25 and 28 April no maor battl s were
foughty but the 1st Bde 5th Inf Div (M) had proved thet armar can omrate
in difficult terrain over extended distances without a ground line of
conpunicationge [N noving at will from Alpine to Route 926 along the
Iaotia border Task Force liemagen has given the eneny cause for concerne
The enemy? Jin a of gommminicabions in Laos are vulnersble. A dark infantry
foreey, which is tobally supplied by air and therefare not subjeet to being
destroyed by cutting off its logistical tail, could enter Lacs, move to
Loute 92 then turn eouth and strike along the tHo Chi Minh Traillt,

@¢e Montana Manler (22 March - 2 April): Dy 22 farch available inforw
nabion indicated hat. elements of the 27th VL Regt were again operating in
the area in which the hattle of Cam Hung had been fought ead.ier in the
nonthe During the perial 15«22 March the Can Lo {(¥D128595) area and Routbe
9 from Cam Lo to Vandergrift Combat Base (YDOOGL90) experierced a significant
increase in eaeny activity which was characterized by minings, harassing

srtar fire, PG fire, snall ams fire and numerous enemy sightingse

..0 nature of the enemy activities indicated that the 27th Regt probably had
20 upissios of interdicting Route 9. To determine the enemy situation

ond atterpt to eliminate the enemy threat to iioute 9 a reconnaissance in
force operation was to be conducted by TF 3-5 Gave TF 3~5 Cav was to move
through #he Khe Chua Valley searching the draws conducting recomnaissarce
by fire; and attempting to gain contact with elements of the 27th VA Tiegtl.
that wre believed to be operating in the area, The general trace of the
recopnaissance in. force was to be as follows: YD143616, YDOLO620, YDOOOGOO,

HD9EER95, XD9B05T0, and XDIB55L5

(1) Operation Montana Mauler began on 22 March when TF 3=5 Cav departed
02 and headed through the Khe Chua Valleys Initially Montana Mauler was
a reconnalssance in force operation in which a cavalry sguadron uglng two
amoyed cavalry troopss a combat engineer platoon and two light infantry
platoons searched for the enemy, locetedhim and developed the " tuation for
the Brigade, Once the stuation had been developed the Brigade then comse
mltted two 1gght infantry battalions {one US and one ARVH) to assault the
enemy 's posikion and deﬂroy him in p’LauPa ,ls.u the mem’au clooed 'm.’ch the
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around the friendly forceg to the opposite side of the battle area to
asswme a screening mission in order fé““fiﬁtéct*{he infantry battalions
from enenyy attacks Zauwnched from within the DiMZ,

(20 During the first two days of the operation enemy contact ymg fyge=
quent but gporadice On the third day TF 3«5 Cav encountered the primary
defensive positions of the enemy. Two (2). companies were entrenched in
oamouflaged bunkers at IDOL662) and DOLL6LS with a light screaning force
established between the two positions. 1I/3«9 Marines air assaulted in%o
the battle during the afternoon and wag placed OPCON tO TF 3=5 Cave
Fighting was heavy on the 2lth until the late afternoon when the enemy; now
estimated to be a battalion in strength, began % diminish his attackse
During the evening of 2L March it was decided that the Bityation had
been sufficiently developed by TF 3=5 Cav to comult two (2) Ctimanies and
the battalion headquarters of the lst Bn, 1thtInf to the fights

!3) During the afternoon of 2- March A and B Campanies and the battalion
headmarters of the lgt Bne 11th Inf air assaulted iibo an 1Z on the high
groun? narth of the previous de s battle (¥D043623)e The battalion (w)
landed vithout ineident and throughout the day contact was light and #peradic
for both battalionse The lack of cantact in the valley on 25 March gave
cuuse to suspect that the NVA had movwed northe Accordingly plans were made
for the st Dn. 11th Inf (-), with I/ 3~9 Marines OPCOll, to move north to
regain contacte

(1) 28 March turned out to be the first of four (L) days of heavy
fighting fey the 1lst Dns 11th Infe At 0330 hrs the battalion was attatied
by small arms. automatic weaponss BPGts and mortar fire from the narth, west
and eagbe At 0800 hrs the battalion jumped off in the attack and amost
inmedisbely contact was gained. Airstrikes and artillery pounded the eneny
nositiony but with each pass the rightor aireTafh )@l ~Lea hesiy voium
of automatic weanons fire and the enemy refugssd to Fucgee After sxperencing

~t diffioult  with the eneml and the heat (the first time s nce upcjober
‘nt the meather had been hot; 105° F) the 3% Inf returned to their

.ositions of the previous night and prepared to tvsuwie the avvavs 0N thc Zitvoe

(5) The 1=tPn. 1lth Inf bagan to attack north at 074> hrs on 27 sexvie
Aand B Cots metstrons resistance but by noon the eueuy had been rooted
out of his mumkera on the intermediate objective and u/s=is wu Was alr
assaulted into a position north of the main enemy position (HAlLl oo &%

YD0L36kk ) e

(8 As G/1=~11 Inf air assaulted into their 44 it was MLy
brought under imtense enemy mortar fire from the norumesve The Sowpauy
commender was wounded and evacuated and the mortar attack did not =vr until
airstrikes could be placed on the mortar positionsSe

(b) Durine the afternoon A and B Cols pressed on and seized their
objectivess but the eneiwr immediately counterattacked each comanys By 1717

hrs the enemvr attacks were repulsed but the price had been highe B Co lost
T P34 (  CBEPS wwwwy . fOr its FO who commmided the company throughout

the afternoone At 1800 Lrs the two platoons of D/I-IL MWbem@th
2 -5th Cav mofed fio) ¥ Dy Tt Tafa=y ) g NIl A CQimEs
A 5th Cav mofed : : S ; By ¥ 53 ‘Bi M@l@@@t}?[]g@
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(c) The day had cost the l3st-Dn, 11th Inf 13 KjAi, one (1) KCS KIA and
30 WIhe ZEnemy casualties for the day were 120 WX .

(6) 28 March was devoted to cleaning up small pockets of enemy resis-
tencey resupply and reorganization. Although no major engagements took
place the casualties remdined aighe The 1st Bny, 11th Inf suffered one (1)
KIA and 46 WIA while 60 MVA were Killed.

(@ Since the 26th the 3-5 Cav had remained in the Khe Chua Valleye
On the 28th the Squadron was given the migsion of moving to the right flank
of the battle area to be in a position on the 29th to suppart C/lell Inf
on Hill 208 ¥DOI36h))e The cavalry moved into position, and daxing the
night A Troop received two (2) probing attackse

(b) During the course of the battle on 28 #arch it became evident that
the Drigade did not have the forces in the battle area to completely encircle
the enemy and prevent his escape. Coordination was made dth the 2d ARVI

ept lst [RVI Div and it was deeidi tO commit the 1st Bns 24 ViIRegt
to the operation. Plang called for the battalion to be air assaulted on to
111 262 (YD0316L) during the morning of 29 March in an abtempt to block
escape routese

(7) 29 March was the last day of heavy fightinge

(@) Action was initiated when D/1-11 Inf; moving to secure a position
in support of an air assault by I/3«9 Marire sy wasengaged by an VA farce:
in a bunker complexe Nontoxic riot control agents, airstrikes and small
arms fires were used to root the enemy out of his psitionse thile the
air assault of I/3«9 Marines was. in progress elmnents of A/1-11 Infy which
had been moving north along a ridge (¥D036635), came under heavy cognterattack
by an estimated VLA Coe The enc  attacked from the north and attempted to
sub off the lead platoone 4s B/1-11 moved to reinfarce A Co both companies

me under heavy mortar attack. The enemy atiack was beaten offy but
wrouchout the yremzinder Of the day the 1st Bn, 11th nf continued t recedwt
sporadic mortar fives

(b) The planned air assault of hill 262 by the 1st Bn, 2d ARVE IRegb
was changed and the 1st and 3d corpanies landed on an IZ at ¥D) 63546
while the 2d and }th companies landed on an LZ at YDO67655. After landing,
1~2 [RVN moved toward the s uhern boundary of the DMIlin an attempt to
cub off the enemy escape routese Only sporadic contact was made by the
VivNattalion during the dgy e

(0. Results for 29 March were2 19 friendly WIA, L5 eneny KIA and two
(2) enemy 82mm mortars destroyede

(8) On the 30th and 31st of March the lst Dny 11th Inf searched the
battle area while 1-2 VN moved to and searched along the southern-edge
of the DMZ west Of Con Thien from YDOSS685 to 035675, TF 3-5 Cav, rein-
forced by the 3d Go, 2d Dn, 2d ARVN Regt screened the northern flant of the
battle area and hbained .. one troon reaction force at Con Thien, Signi
ground contact S NOt reestabli 1st Bp, 1lth Inf J
1 g g 3 g8 :
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5th Cav but at 1102 hours vi #th Cots. 1st Bn32d4

W Regt made contact with an estimated enem:y Co t=)e The CHENY hroke ‘
contact at 1530 hits leaving 15 dead behinds the ARVN suffered no friendly
KM'SQ

Y 30 “ay 1969
"Poriod Ending 30 April

(9) Thelast two days of Operation Montana Mauwlery, 1 and 2 April_ were
without contacte The st Bn, 11th Inf conducted search and clear operations
back over the battle area moving east-southeast looking for bypassed engmy
positions and personnel. 1-2 [RVE continued &tg search along the southern
boundary of the I and then joined TF l«ll Iaf and searched the narthern
half of the battle area. TF 3-5 Cav contimmed to screen the northern flanke

(10) Durdng Operation Montana Mauler the lst Inf Bde, 5th Inf Div ()
had been in contact with at least two battalions of the 27th IWVA Regts Docu-
ments captured during Operation Montana Mauler identified the 3d and igth Cots
1st Bn, and 2d and 3rd Co%fs 3d Dnj 27th lIVLA TRepte The losses suffered by
the 27th Regt have greatly reduced the combat effectiveness of the Regt and
indications arc that the Regt has returned to Horth Vietname Since the
completion of Operation Montana fmler ener_ initiated inciderks in the
Cam Lo area and along Hwy 9 have significantly decreasede

(11) Resvlts:

(@) Friondly Oasudltios:

Kz 21 (Kcs) 1 0 22
WIL 150 11 010 171
oW 2 0 0 2

(b) Enemy Casualties:

(1) Cumletive: KIL: 27k, PI 0, CIVDEFs O, HOI CHANH O,y IWCe 3,
CSiC: 17

(2) Inflicted by US Forces: KILs 245, PWs O, CIVDEF O, HOL CHANE OO
WDz |7, &s3. 6

(3) | flieted by {RVNs KIA: 28, PW: 0, CIVDEF: O, HOI CHANH O, I .,
CSWGC: 11

£s Ellis lavine (8 Lpril - 15 April): On § 4ril the 1t Inf Ddey %h
Inf Div (M) began a combined search and clear, and road building operat ia
in the Ba Long Valley west of Quang Tri City. The o ration was comlucted
in. coordination and cooperation with the lst and 2d LRVN Regis and lasted
mtil 15 April,

(1) Elements of the Brigade that participated in the o ration were
the 1st Bn, 11th In and the 3d Sguadron; 5th Cave The lst Bn, 11th Inf
was reinforced by the addition of one Cav Troop {A4/45i~12 Cav) and an engineer
platoon (Reinf) from the organic Brigade Engineer Compa s _while
the: 3d Sqén, 5th Cav consisted of A and B Troops 3-5 Cafy
a reinforced engine

v g - - - - - 3 oo
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(2) TF 35 Cav wored-bo-Ca-Lu (¥DOISLE5)-4n 7 Aprdl and began operations
into the valley from the weste TF 1=11l INnf departed LZ Sharon on 8 April
and entered the valley from the easte The task forces conducted reconw
naissance in force and search and clear operations designed to degtroy the
eneny an! his caches in the valleye 4s the battalions me ed into the
valley they built a road from Phuoc Mon {D30869) to Ga Iue On 11 Lpril
the engineer platoons opened the road to tracked wehicl s but much w rk
remained to be done before the road was passable to wheeled vehicless
On 13 April TF 3= Cav departed the valley for operations in *Ieatherneck
Square® and TF 1-11 Inf remained in the valley until 15 April when the road
had been made passable to wheeled vehicless Ihe only cneny contact cuing
the operation by elements of the Brigade was made on 13 April when 2/13/1-1
Inf spotted two (2) VG on a trail and killed one of them.

(3) While the Bde was building the road the 2d ARVN Regt landed one
battalion at 1Z Holcomb (¥D119}32) and conducted search and clear operations
in the mountains narth of the Ba Long valley (See Imclosure 6)* South of
the valley the 1lst ARVN Tiegh landed one battalion at LZ Bavis-Hill (¥D253290)
and conducted search and clear operations toward the north. No major con-
tacts were gained by either Regimente

(4) Ellis Ravine had not resulted in th+ destruction of any enemy
forces or caches, but an alternate gupply route was opened between Quang
Tri Conbat Base and Vandergrift Combat Base.

Be Sumiary: During the repa ting period the Brigade prored that a
Mechanized Infantry Brigade is-capable of operating in rough terrain without
gromd lines of communicationss fighting man force WA Regima ts and wo rikcing
closely with the GVII forces in the pacification efforts Tota results for
the reparting period were:

Enemy KIhz 581 (426 iva, 155 VC)

Enen POWs 30 (12 MVA, 18 VO)

1]

Hoi Chanhs 7 (4 at Khe Sanh)
Individual Weapons Captuped: 132
Crew Served Weapons Captured: 19
Civil Defendentss 20

2- JAECTION TI - IESSOHS LELRIED:

winblaooir iLw
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a Personnels XNone
b. Operations:
(1) Encwmy minings:

(@) Observation: Plastic nines have taken a heavy toll in demaged
vehicles and casualties. FEnemy mining usually follows recent use of a road

or trail.

(b) Evauation: It is not always feasible to conduct deliberate mine
sweep operations in front of an armored column duo to the resultant delay.
Even with mine detection equiprent, it is very difficult to insure that all of
the mines have been located. A strong contributor to mine damage is repassa;e
over an arca within a short time span. The eneuy observes armored movemint
and can sswux that the force will be required to retrsce its steps. . When this

is so, he mines in the probable area of fravel.

(©) TGecommendabions Lrmor movement should be planned to avoid using the
same route more than once during an operatiche If the route must be used more
than once, there should be ambushes or other forwms of security placed alopyr
the road to prevent cress mining incidentg, or the road must be swept again.
Whercover possible, armored vehicles should not double back on their old tracks.

() Tactical Dozcrs:

(&) Observation: Dozers were used in support of armor operations to con-
struct pionccr roads concurrent with the movement of the main body of tanks,
LPCs and sclf-uropelled artillery, or to construct tactical crossings where
obstacles halt cross country movemcnte Iioad construction is often not estab-
lighaed @S a separate cffors preceding or followins tactical operations.

(b) Evauation: In the above role, the cduzers are expected to mancuver
sith the tanks LPCs but the standard cngineer dozer is not capable of
traveling at the specd of a tank. The GV and the dozer tank are capable of
traveling with the tanks and personnel carricrs but they have proven to be
unroliable, and the blade of both is relativcely uwmnaneuverable,

(0 TRecormendation: It is recomended that an armored dozer be develop-
ed that is capable of traveling at the speed of armorcd vehicles over extconde
od distances, and performing cairth movine tasks similar to thase of a stan-
dard bulldozer.

() naployment of Tmproved Conventional wnitions (ICM) on Seismic
Intrusion Device (SID) Detected Tarsctss

(8@ bservation: The employmont of ICM on SID deotected tarpets has
provx N tu be an extremely affoctive Means of cngagine the enemy.

(b) Evaluation: During this reporting sericd, the uge of T on SID
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detected tarsets has produ  d severtec (17) confirmed enemy XILse. The key

to the emplovient of this wnition lies in the ability of the firing elemenit
to place accurate and timely fires on the target area within seconds after the
enewy is deteetedi The computation of firing data for this type of mmnition
is time consuminr, thus timely fircs can be delivered only- if data is comguted
prior to activation of SID.

() Recomendation: It is recomsended that data for the use of IC an
SID detected targets be recomputed each time a metcorological message is re-
ceived by the fire direction centere. By using this method of computing firing
data, fires have been placed on SID detected targets in as little as eighteen
(18) seconds.

(4) Addition of a Fourth Firing Battery to the D frtillery Battalions

() Observation: During the nine months this Drigade has been in Vietnam
the need for additional organic artillery support has been apparcnte

(b) Bveluation: During the nine months this Brigado has been in Vietuam,
it has been hebitually responsible for areas of operations which have boon oo
laire to be covered completely by three organic 155mm (SP) Howitzer battericge
By careful selection of firing positions it has been possible to maintain mtual
fire support between adjacent firing batteries, but the massing of fires of all
three DS batteries has proven uvnatteinable. Hormally this Drifade has organie,
attached or oporaticnal control of from four to six battalion Size maneuver
cleients. As aresult the DS artillery battalion normally emmtrols the fixes
of from four to six batteries of artillery. The additional batteries of arti=
llory are normally provided from XXIV Corps 4xtillery resources. Due to the
nature of this loweintersity conflict, moneuvering forces are often employed
as incemendent platoon, scuad and fire tecam sizc elements. This increases
the acunt of area covered, requires forward observer teams below campany leved
sl increases the requirement for DS artillery fires. In addition to the

meibilities inherent to the DS artillery wission, direct support artillery
sxe is provided in Vietnam on an area basis to 4LV units, RF and ¥ units,
conbined Letion Groups, Long aw. e Licoc: dissanee Patrols, ang Teems and
Special Forces Teamse

() Liecommendation: That a fourth orgemic firir battery, prefcyebly
a 10Bmn towed battery, be added to the DS artiliery battalion. This woutd pro-
vide the Drigade with organic, helicopter liftablo artillery for support of
its foot-mobile infantry battalion. The addition of a fourth firing battery
would not require am; significant avgmentation of personnel or equipment
authorized the HQ an service battery of the DS artillery battalion.

(5) Tactical Fords:

through difficult terrain,
> ent nethod of croge

et 8 O

(@) Observationt: When moving mechanized forces
or constructing a tank~trail, a tactical [TCIT 2
sing Streams or dsy ‘gaps.

to transport

whle-bp gnepy action and rain
7 sitypejof obstacle., is to

37 o by 3K 1gsRe
o B Rl D
9 R ¥ ©r i & ¥

(b) Evaduati one Bridging and
on tactical oporation, m ) 3ty
once implaceds A siif
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construct a tactical ford using 1ccally a*vall'wle materigl., First, push large
boulders or blast rock into the gap, then place smaller rock on top of the
boulders. The large rock contains geps which allows the water to flow through
the ford, while the smaller rock provides a compact roadway for the wolviclese
The tactical ford is less vulnerable to enenmyy action than a bridge or culvert,
requires NO transport prior to construction, and is less likely to wash out durir
heavy rains than either a bridge or a culvert. The tactical ford requires very

little maintenance.

19694

(0) Recommendation: When the proper materials are available, it is
recommended that tactical fords, not bridges or culverts, be used in the con-
struction of tank trails or obstacle crossings.

(6) Perfommance of the M}SA3 Tank:

(@ Observation: The M043 tank, as employed by the Brigade, has per-
formed in an outstanding manner.

(b) Evauation: bDuring the reporting period, %043 tanks were issued to
replace the 342G tank. The smproved characteristics of the 3 were immediately
obvious and gave the Drirade the capability to go plac&s and do things not
formnerly possible with the [2Ces With the increasced cruising range over the
gescline driven [2C the unit =as able to maneuver in the 40 for up to four (&)
deys without fuel vesupplye The power of the engine and the roliability of the
power train permitted tanks tO elimb Steep slopes, and mancuver IN Mountainous
Jungle torrain.

c. Traning: Training of Unit CBR Perscnncl:

(1) Oboervation: Turnover of powsomncl in Vietnan plus applications of
chomical material NOt ercountered inm CONUS or Europe result in a lack of trained

mopersonnel  t it lovel.

(2) Ewvalnation: Unit CDUl officers andl 1C0s can be trained by chemical
nergoniel at Brigade and Division level. The 86th Chemical Detachment assisted
in conducting three, 8 hour unit chemical operations courses between the poriod
2l February tu b April.  Significant improvement in unit chemical operations,
cspecially maintenance oOf CBL cauipmont, has been observed as aresult of this
traininge

(3) Tlwccommendation: That other organizations present similar COUrses
to train unit CDOpcrsoimmel. The program of instruction presented by the 1st
Brigade, 5th Infantry Division is included as inclosure 7.

d. Imbelligoence: derial Photographs:

(1) Observation: Aerial photos were reqguested for upcoming operations on
two different occasions. Each tim they were requested scventy=-two (72) hours
prior to the time they were nccded. 0On each occasion neither the readout of
the photographs Nor the photop regns themselves were recuived until after the

operakica—hed be{’un':”“’"

\@N@Lﬂ
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(20 Evauation: It takes for the read-out and photos
graphs to be processed. It normally takes six days to receive any resuliss

(3) Recommendation: It is recommended that the Brigade be authorized to
place requests for aerial photography directly to XXIV Corps, and that the
resultant photography be sent directly to the Brigade MI detachment for read-
out. This system would cub out several time consuming steps in the processing
of aerial photographs and ‘the read-out of the photography by the Brigade'!s
detachment would insure that the information required by the Brigade was pro-
cessed as rapidly as possible. If the above system ¢an not be adopted then
it is requested that the aerial photographic support system in northern | Corps
be examined with a view toward shortening the time lapse between request ana
delivery of informatione

e. Logistics:
(1) Fuel Transfer Pump:

(a) Observation: Due to the requirements for resupply of fuel to a corme
pany that is soiic distance from the forward support area, a fuel wanger, with
socurity, must be sent to that unit thus diluting the combat power of the unit
involved. A more adequate system is needed for units that are isolated, or
at a great distance from the forward support area. A gravity feed system was
used by C/1-77 Armor during TF Remagen, but this system requires a VIR to

lift the fuel bladders

(b) Evaluation: 4An electrical pump system is required Zor transfer of
fuel from a rubber fuel pod that has been airlifted to the using elementvs

(© Recommendation: An electrical pump system be made for transfer of
fuel from a rubber fuel pod that has been air lifted to the using element.
This pwp System can be made using a ML13 bilge pumpe Uorponents needed to

sricate this pump are: Vave assy for the pod; hose assy rubber FSN:
.220~718=6020: hose assy rubber F3N L720-718-6013; nozzle, fuel ron yyso-Asz-
L6h2s bilge pump FS 2580-697-96L3; toggle switch for cutting on and o3
nale connection to hose assembly to be welded to the bilge pump; and fewuws
conmection FSN L9LO~360«071l. The power to operate the pump can come from
any vehicle.

(2) Use of 500 gallon POL bladder:

(@) Observation: The 500 gallon rubber POL bladder is easily wukgwa
by aerial movement.

(b) Evaluation: The rubber POL bladder has heavy metal reinforcements
st ench end for 1lifting straps. If the filled biagaer is slung by a strap
on each end. the cylinder rotates in flight, often aamaging the viauuese

(¢} Recosmendation: The filled bladder should be slung by attaching
two lifting straps to the same end. This provents rotesien—din flight and

minimizes damage toag?c - r _ A !.1 MM@SSHFHE@
(3) Operations °f ¥, e _—_— i L

% g Y Gl . x mE .
RS v bhespe W TR
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(a) Ibservation: Wiilcoperating-on-sandy terrain near Wunder Beach
in the Northern | Corps Tactical Zone, naintenance of tracked vehicles bew=
came a major problem due to an increase in suspension system component failures.

(b) Evaluation: Sandy Terrain and beaches cause track vehicle suspension
systems to wear out much faster than normal operations. Norma FL1 stocks are
quickly depleted and suspension system repair parts become critical items.
Complete replacement of road wheels end sprockets can be expected every 90-120
days (ML13A1l sprockets must be replaced every 30-L5 days).

(c) Recommendation: Units alerted to operate in sandy or beach areas
should increase their ASL/PIl of suspension system repair parts¢ Increased
attention to operator and organizational maintenance is also requlraods

f.  Organization: None
g. Communications:
() M Retransmission:

(@) Obscrvation: During TF Remagen the Brigade was required to establish
a FM retransmission station at FSB Cates. FSB Cates cannot be reached by
vehicle and the retransmission unit had. to be airlifted into position.

(b) Evaluations. Such a mission requires a lightweight, portable and
sturdy mount for the AN/VRC 49, The mount must include a location sr antennas
and a power supplye The need for this type of mount is not Limited io TF
Remngen, On meny airmobile operations a~FM retransmission station has.been
established on remote Fire Support Bases, and in this A0 the 3rd Marirze Recon
Bn (A IRRP Bn) is ccnstantly establishing isolated retransmission stzions 0n
isolated hilltops.

() Rocormondgbion: It is recomended that a mount for the-&N/'/ 49
. doveloped that can be used as mentioned abgve, as well as in a vehicles

(2 KiC Codes:

(@ Observatioms The. KAC codes now issued to drmy uwniis.have prowd
ipractical for. troop use in the field.

() Evauation: The. small printing and slow decryption and encrypion
have caused unikts not to use the authentication/numerical Codes UisSencCimi-
ment with the published, approved codes.has resulted in Same units avtemting
to develop their .oun Ushackle" codes. The use of such an‘insecure code &
dangerous to unit securitby.

(¢) Recommendation: It is recommended that an approved and simplifikd
authenticationfrumerical cods be developed to replace the K&Us now in usép
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A fast, reliable, code suitable-for use in helicoptegs and moving tracked

vehicles, and legible under low arbient light condifions would natorially
improve comunications security.

Ine). o [ JLME M. GIDSD
A TBrigade Task (vgn  ation | COL. T
2, Overlay: (0, 1st Bdss th Inf Commanding
y Div (Moch)
3« Ovelay: Qperation Cam Hung
Overlay: Operation Montana Mauler
~Qverlay: TF Remagen AO
Overlay: Operation Ellis Ravine
Progran of Instruction - Unit Chemical
Operations Course

DISTRIBUTION:

2 - CINcUsiRPLC ATTN:  GPOPODT PO 96558
2 - HQ, USAr LTTHe LVHGC~DST

3 - CG, XXIV iorps ATTN: G=3

’ * bW L - .
A% jf [ R I S
L N ?éz” Y
§ & * 5
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I  PROGRI OF misTRUCH:
DYZaN) ,
! Mg) /ﬁ K\S}ﬁ[ H ) orr CHEMICAL OPEILTIONS COMi
Te—— M«—h .

1. TROPTVR: O auatife PErSONNE at UNnit 4,n7 4 sawmene UNIL anp
officcrs and :COse

2¢ SCOPLs Instruetion is ¢ to train individuals IN:

a Operation and. maintenace of chemical cquipment authorized at unit
lovel

b. Flame warfarc,

co wployient oOf riot control grents (RGL).

d. Detection of and protection against hostile ewployment.of UB weaponss
3. DUILTION: O hours (1 day)

lis STUDEUTS PE CLLSS: 15 (min 10, max 20, Class.gize to.be based.on brie.. .
ade requirenents thrce woeks prior to class)e

5. CLASSZS P&3YEL: 6 (llote: Initially, clesses will be condveted monthly
iron Fobruars thru fpril, Thereafter, classecs will be conducted cvery other
nonth)

6. STUDEITS R YREARs 100, based on requivemeni for additicnal .duty COR
personnel  throv + eh bri ades

7.1 P OBQULSITESS 5-%r aboves 180 days remaining in RVI upon completion -
O CWIste Sueutrit: clearance, confidentiale

o FLCILITIMS LSQUILEDs .Classroun, training aids as prescribed in.lesson

9, CLLSSEH TO LEDCOIDUCT.D:

Outline of Coursc Materdial

SECTRITY
TITL LENGTH CLLSSIFICLT 10N UBJECT IVE-
Role of Chemical 20 Min Unclas ) . Introduction to course mat-
Operations in Coune  Conference cxials. Brief deseriptian of
wyr Ingurgency .. use of.RCA,.flan  and horbe

icides in combat opcrations,
Enemy-equipment and use of

' “ RCA and flamx - Provide
ﬂ general lmowledge of provige-
1o Drigad S0P

o L AR . )
Inclopure 7 M N
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TITLE
GDR

Protectived

Iwsks and Reletced

Equipment

Flonx
Warfare

ke ent of
LCLIn Curbatb
erations

Defeuse
Lpainst Enony
Eaployaent of
CB lLgonts

DECLASSIFIED

1 by Uncles
Cunfercnce

2 hr Confer« Unclas
once Pracim
ical Exercise

Unclas
2 hr
Gun: eronce
1 hoy Unclas
Conforonce

Provide working knowledze of
effects, protection against,
and decontamination of RCLe
Provide gcneral kmowledge of
the effcets of lethal and
incepacitoting CBR matcriale
Provide general knowledge of
nature and effects of herbe
icides and flame fuclse

Provide working knowledge of
functioning, use, and orgeon~
izmetional maintenance Of

Ml L7, 12k, M25, and

- 82protctive masks. Pro-
wide working knowledge of
operation and msintenesnce -of
the MOA3 filber unit, tanke
Practical exercise duviding
which students disesscible,
assemble and inspect protect-
ive masks..

Provide general knowledge of
funetioning, employment and
offecte of the 1132 mech-
anized flamethrower mnd
M2.1~7 portable £k methrower.
Provide general knowledge of
construction and effgcts of
flame field expedientss. Do
onstration firing of flsne~
throwers and f£lame field exe
pedicntse

Provide general moulcdge of
effects and employment tech-
niques for all RC4& munitions
available for empleymente
Provide working knowledge of
effects and ciploysent of
mnitions available at unit
level.

Provide working knowledge of
unit action for deteeticn of
and protection against cnemy
camloyment Of CB material.
Review of requircacnts for
chemical annex to unit SOPs.
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COFPIDENTIL ("Tnclassified upon removsl Of busic correspondenzo)

ATRST  INORSEMENT on €0, 1st Brigade, 5th Infantry (Vech) Comba After
netion Report iontana Menler of i May 1969

#Frems Commanding General, 3d Marine Division (Rein) #M#
Tos Commandinz General, U. g, Military ascistancs Commani, Vietnam
Viaz (1) Commsnding Genera, ZXIV Corps
(20 Commanding Generzl, Il Marine amphibioos ‘orce
Subj: Combat After Action Report
Ref's (8) MAQV Dir 3358
1. Readdressed and forwarded in accordance with reference (a).
2. Contents noted with following remarks:

a. Dates of operation officially 23 Mgrch 1969 - 3 ipril 1960.

b. Division official results of casualties sustained, cosusgliic
inflicted on the enemy and weapons cuzptured weres

USMC USA WVa

KIA 16 19 KIa 300
i1 89 129 e 36
CSWC 7

These results differ from the following Jrigsde results:

WY A IO%S Tee

UsMC USA ARVN US, ORCES RVN FORCUS
KIA 1 23(1 KCS) 0 NVA KIA 246 28
WIA 11 150 10 TG 7 14
sSW3 6 11

Differences in results of 15 USMC KTIa, % USA KIA, 78 USMC WIn,
10 ARVN WIa, 21 USA WIA,26 VA KIA,15 14C and 10 CSWC were caused by:
(&) the Brigade included operation results of 22 Mzrch 1969; (b) re-
sults' of all units in backdated A0 not CPCCN to the Brigade were inclu-
ded in 3d Marine Division (Rein) "results' and not included in the Bri-
gade's "results¥s and (c) ARVN "results' are not included in 3d Marine
Division (Rein) "results"'.

F, R. , AINCE

% R
By d :eciion dony  OF o
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
1 I,Q

ory Brlgade, Sth Infanbry nivilbn (Mech)

!o 6177
Hy ﬂ I May 1969

SUBJECT: GCornbat Operanon After Actlon Report - Operation HUNLAWL BaoLes
22 March 1969 - 2 April 1969.

THRU: Commanding General
3rd Marine Division

FPO 96602

THRU ¢ Commanding General
av Corps
APO 96308

THRU Commanding Generd
111 Marine Amphibiocus Force
"FPO 96602

TO: Cormzndel
United States Militir Assistance Command, Vietham

4LTTN: MAC J3L3
420 US Forces 96282

1., (U) NAM & TYPE OF OPEIALLUN:
a VMame: HMontana Mgiler
b. Type: Reconnaissance in ¥o ce

_ () DATES OF OPERAT:ON: 22 March 1969 2 April 1969.

3~ (U) LOCATION: dNowch tensral quang Tri Province from the southern --—-—u

of the WZ to nine (97 kilometers south of the iz, Map, YAEL G, -'?_?E??

LMS Series L701L. Caz Lo sheet 0342 |,  Area bounded by CUOLULLLE WUD  LiAsev | 3

L2 {]) CONTHO #ADQUAKINGS US| nf atesy DDsbuecy swe —— e o0 =
hahized_).

5. (U) UNIT COM.ASDERSS

Commpanding Officer JIst Ini suey yun s Dijv (M)3):
coL James M. Glbson, OLBT30.

Commandiny Officer, 1st Bn, lith Inf:

1TT¢ Thomas N. Britton Jr., 0701609.

A avddng OFficer. 3d Sqdn, 5th Cav:
LTC Thomas E. Carpenter 111, 083157

Commanding Officer. lst Bn, 2d &kv: Regt, let sanvs waivaosw
MAd Truong Thanh Hung, 0OL/207=20U37.

6. (C) TASK ROGANIZATLON:

a Phase |1 22 - 24 Haxr 69.

TF 3-5 CsA
‘Af3- Cav d & hth Pl¥s D/1-11 Inf
i B/3-5 Cay /A7 #ngr (-Sqd + 2 dozers,
1/3-9 Mar 3rd Mar Engr Bn)

JOWNGRALDED AT 3 YHR TMRVALS
TECLASSIFIED AFTR 12 BARS
AR DIR 520@.3.0

CONFINFNTIA

DE@HAS@W'EID
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SUBJECT: Combat Operation After Action Rgport - Operation MONTANA MAULIR,
22 Harch 1969 - 2 April 1969. '

be Phase II: 25 < 31 Mar 69

TF L-11l Inf TF 3«5 Cav 1-2 ARVN
LS. TInf A/3-5 Cav 1/1-2 ARVY
B/1-11 Inf B/3-5 Cav 2/1-2 12w,
0/1-11 Inf 24 & lith Plats/D/1-11 Inf . 3/1-2 LRVN
D/1-11 Inf (-2 plats) 1/1-2 LRV
1/3-9 fax
c. Phase III: 1 - 2 Apr 69

TF 1-11 Inf TF 3-5 Cav 1-2 ARVN
A/1~11 Inf 4/3=5 Cav 1/1~2 [&
B/1~11 Inf B/3-5 Cav 2/1-2 ARV
C/1-11 Inf 3/2-2 ARVHE 3/1-2 ERVN
/1~11 Inf 4/1-2 ixvi
I/3~9 Mar. |

d. Throughout the covrse of the battle the task organization Tas constantly
changing to meet the sitration. The three task organizations aoove werc the
arganizabions that evolved as the battle progressed; waunin each phase severa
minor changes in the task organization took place.

Ge Tho 1ot Bu, 11th wosedfeOms morta  (borrowed iron the 2d MoY1Ty
lebt LLVIF Div) i deew. of the heavier, more cumbersome C.inm mortars that belong

to the infantry companies.
« (U) SUPPORTIN FORCESS
a Aryy Avintions

(1) Drring FPhase | of Operation Hontcona davler the sa dn, 5th vav
cedt A rarcmedn TAAT atmeraft TOF aommand @nd control purposes- he 3rd sqdn,
3h Cav has only two () OH-6A helicopters in the squadron. D Troop, the air
covalyy troop, 1s in the delta with the Sth Dnf Div.

(2) Throughout the operation the Brigade Commander and Deputy Brigade
Gommander used one ILOH (CH-64) each for commend and conmvrois During the course
of the operation those hclicopters were often used to assist units in contact
with their command and control, rcconnaissance and eMErgency Lesupply Mioo.iviioe

(3) Throughout its participation in the operation, from 25 Mar through
2 Mwe, the let Bn, 11th Inf used one (1) U&-1H from the Brigade Aviation 2eouivie
The helicopter wes used for command and control, IscunusLsueace, resupply of
water and food. and medical evacuation. The Uti~1H flew a vowal of 57 hrs and 4°
mins during the nine days that the 1st Bn, itmn Infantry participated in the
operation.

(W) The air assault by the lst Bn, 2d Auvi xego, Lso anvw DiV was Gue
ducted with twelve (12) UH-1D jift  ships from the 101st Abn Div, escorted by
four (4) TH~1E and four (4) UH-1B gunchips.

be TUnited States Marine Corps Aviation: The bulk of the resupply missions
flown in support of Montana Mauler were fiown by Mring 2400 Irsticopterss During
the first three days of the operation, and the last day no acr.u. resupply was
conducted. but.from 25 larch through 1 April LU0  short tons wwse waussu by
Mamihe sireraft for an averase aerial vesupply rate of 12.7 short tons per _df_:;;.
The vast majority of the troop 1ift was also provided by Hafine  i=HOYSe
lifts cenducted by the let Bn, 1lth In were conducted with CHeuots~ A'total
of fortvisixz (h6) helicépter sorties were flown in support of iontana usuies by
Marine helicoptorse

c. Aviillervs Sixteen (16) US Lvrmy and US tarane COrps artiiiesy wiuueiwes
fired in support of Montana Mauiere The sixteen (16) batteries, vusieueu Of
six (6) 105, batteries, five (5) 155m batteries, two (2) Lybm batteries and

three (3) 8 inc % K3 % "’o!k ; <eggons and 69,590 rowds were
fired in suphork C 1?2(;9% et . 13 K \ -
1AtV - o

2

ok
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22 Harch 1969 - 2 Lpril 1969.

de Tactical Air Supports

(1) Throughout the operation a total of 140 wmissions were flown using
27 sorties. An accurate bomb damage assessment WaS not possible on all but
thirty-four (3?4) of the missions. Inclosure 1 (Tactical Air Support) gives a
mission by mission breskdown of the Tactical Air Support that gas used during
Montana Mauler, and the bomb damage asscssment that wag obtained.

(20 The type of missiens flown were as follows MNine (9) preplannoed,
forty=nine (419) immediate, and eighty-two (82) TPQ's (Sky Spot): XHadar directed
preplanned missions flown at night or in bad weathcra

(3) Throughout the eperaticn, during daylight, the Air Force Forward
&ir Controllers (FAC's) flew over the area of operaticns. The FAC!'s wére used
to direct air strikecg, control artillery and perform visual reconnaissance., The
support of the FLG!s was outstandinges The FLCts used for the operation were
those from the 20th Tactical Air Support Squadron that are regularly assigned
to the ist Bde, 5th Inf Div () and they wre commandod by LTC Moore, WSiF.

(4) il iMe 1O 44y the Ble mrate wmma anementead OY new mrate and
acrial observers frem the 108th Artillery group.

8. (C) INTELLI(HICK:
a Enemy fetivity:

(1, TIsfommation available prior to the commencement of Operation
ombana davley indicated that clements of the 27th Wi Regt were operating in
The ACA gawih ond Hhah of fian 0 (yMioBRogY. Durlng the penOd 15-22 Mareh
o rea exnericnced a significant increase in enciy activity which was character-
ooy mipings, herassing mortar fire, RPG fire, swmall arms fire and numorous
sigh iingse The nature of enemy initiated activitie: indieated that the
liert probebly had the mission of interdicting o 9.

() Cover and concealment in the dense uwndergrowth forest is good and
good to cxcellent along the steep slopes of the hills. Cover is faif in the
valloys. mm the low hilly areas vegetation restricts novement tO existing
strecan beds © mnd trails. In areas of high elevation movenent is somowhat re-
stricted to strean valleys due to the perpendicular pattern of the major ridge
spurs. Numercus bomb and shell craters present some hindrance to movement
throughout the arcas Maor avenues of approach in the area generally parallel
stream valleyse VWeather during the ccurse of the opcration was extremel hot
for the first time this year which adversely affected activities of friendly forces.

9. (C) MISSION: TF 3-5 Cav was to conduct a reconnaissance in force through the
Khe Chua Vailey north of Dong Ha Mountain (¥D01559)) from 03 (¥D1L3616) to Elliot
Combat Base (XD985545) .

10. (C) COMCEPT OF OPERATION: Operation Montana Mouler was to be .a one task
force operation. TF 3.5 Cay Was to conduct a reconnaissance in force through the
The Chua Valley, scarching the draws, conducting reconnaissance by fire and
attempting to gain contact with the elements of the 27th NVA Regt that rmere believ-
ed to be oworating in the area.  The gencral trace of the reconpaissance in force
was to ge as follows: $D1L3616, YpOL0G620, ¥DOONAOOD, XDP65595, XDS80570, and
10985545,

1le (C) EXACUTION: Operation Hontens Maulor as a twelve (12) day operation.
that took place. nortlwcst of Cam Lo and south of the uuz. Initially sontana .
Mauler was a squadron recomnaissance in force operation in Micn a cavairy squar
dron using two ground troops. a combat engineer platoon and two light infantry
platoons searched for the enemy, located il and ceveloped the situation for the
Brigade. Once the siteation had been developed the Brigade then commwvea two
light infantry battalicns (one TS and one LEVH) to assault the cnemy's position
and destroy him in place. fLs the infantry closed iith the enemy the cavalry
withdrew from the area of immediate contoct and moved around the friendly forces
to the opposite side of the hattle area to . asswume a8 Screening mission in order.
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to protect the infantry battalions from enemy attacks launched rreae within the
DMZ.

= PN3e 4 purine Phase | the 3d Sgdn, s+n Cav gained contact with the enemy
and developed the situatione By the end of Phase | the Brigade had 2 good idea of
Itgi;]e suzle end location of the enemy force. Following is a day by dty account of
ase Is

(1) 22 Mar 69% At 0800 hrs A end B Troop of 3=5 Gav, with a platoon of B/
1-11 Inf attached to each troop, moved westward into the Khe Gima velieye As the
troops moved west they searched the draws, and reconned the ridgelines by fire, but
the move was rather uneventful. At 1521 hrs an observer in a LOH spotted two (2)
NVA in the valley vie YDOL9620 and again at 1618 hrs another NVA was observed in
the same genera” area.  Artillery missions were fired on both occasions with un-
known resultss At 1750 hrs, as A Troop approached a crossing site over the Khe
¢mz River, the troop received RPG fire from the north. Eight (8) NVA were spotted
north of the river vic YD056617« The troop returmed the fire killing two (2) of
~te enemy. Friendly losses were one (1) KIA and four (L) WIAs Following the
drmish A Troop and the command group moved north and took up a night defensive
josition (NDP) at ¥D058617 while B Troop spent the night at YDO67615. See inclosure

Zerla sketch of the day's activities.

(2) 23 Mer 693 At 0216 hrs A Troop received six (6) v2mm mortar-rounas
i..h negative results. During the morning A Troop moved west into the valleye At
), bes three (3) NVA, who appeared to be obserting the troop, were sighted on
i highground to the mortiwest vie YDOu1622. The enemy was engaged by artillery
—e With unknowt results. By 1200 hrs, A Troop was lceated at uszozu Where it
_jcined by B Troop in the esriy afternoon. During the afternoon the ws received
AZ7ive from the northeast on two occasions, two rounds at 1320 nrs and two more
.mds st 1650 hrs. On the second occasion a personnel carrier iary) was hit re-
i:: inone (i) friendly KiA anéd four (L) WiA. Also at 1650 hrs enemy troops

. .re observed to the north (vic YDOL;%BO%_were engaged with organic weespens
ing IN ONE (1) enemy kra. At 1830 hes Tive (5) NVA were observed moving west
-ne highground to the northeast. The enemy were engaged by artillery with un-
Sn: rcsults. The squadron remained overnight in the vic of irwuseozze There
~=no further enemy sightings or contacts on the night of the 23rd. See inclos-
are 2A for a sketch of the day's activities.

(3) 2k Mar 69¢ At daylight on 2 March TF 3-5 Gav continued to move west
into the valltgy. Movement was slow and difficult due to the rough terrain, heavy
vegatetion and the need to sweep the route for mnese At 0917 hrs vic ruovocs @
bulldozer was hit by an RPG round resulting in two (2) Marine Wile At Gyus hrs

the CP Group, in the same area (IDOLB621), received one (1) round of explosive
ordhance resulting in one (1) WIA.

() At 1000 hrs elements of the Cav in the vicinity of Yiuuozs made
contact with the primary defensive pesitions of the enemy. TWo (2) NVA Co*s were
entrenched in camouflaged bunkers north (YDOuoo24) and south (rwoyioro) of the
valley with a light screening force established between the two positions. :w uviwsc
bunker ecomnie occupied by an estimated NVA platoon was located to the northeast at
YO5Q632.  The NVA were employing small arms, automatic weapons aua RPGs. The Gav
and attached Infantry returned fire with small arms and wenk gun fire. Due to
restrictive mmeuver space end the close prommuy of the enemy the wyuausou, while
maintaining contact, moved back to a more ££22able NOSLITION {LILD0L) in order to
employ artillerys In addition to eneily 6Llsneivs located in bunkers siizss groups
of V4 were seen and engaged north and scuta cr the squaaron®s iccatain (3 NVA

053625, 2 NVA ¥DO58612, 12 NVA ¥DO50622, and 1 NTA ¥ikuoolf)s At ey hrs an
oretrike wed Piaced cn enemy troep locatrions orTn Of toe valley vic YREUS2] anu
at 1120 hrs against a suspecter trcop loceticn av YD uUbzoize wLte major contact
had been established the USMG Special Lencding wrorce (SLF) was requested. This
request was denied but 1/3=9 Mar was committed w: the operation s=~ placed UeAON
to TF 3-5 Cay. I/3-9 Ma was scheduled to be air assaulted into an LZ north of
the valley but because of difficulties in securing the LZ it was usvaucu 1O vvsmay
the company farther south. At 1515 hrs the lead elements of 4/>-> Mar were air
assaulted into an LZ on the southern side of the valley vac swvorvave The air
assault was completed by 1545 hrs and | Co began an immediate search of the area
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(b) The enemy, now estimated to be battalion strength, began to
diminish his attacks by 1600 hrs as a result of the heavy volume of orgenic fire,
artillery and airstrikes nlaced-on his feditirns during the aftornocns ' By 730
Yrs the enemy had completely broken contact. The squadron remained overnight
vie 052820 and 1/3-9 Ma estgblished a night defensive position vic YD039610.
There were no incidents or contacts during the night. The day s action had
resulted in twenty-threc (23) 1VA KIA, af a cost of one (1) friendly KIA and six
(6) fricndly WiL. There were no incidents or contacts during the nighte

(e) At 1730 hrs it was decided that the situation may have been
sufficiently developed by TF 3«5 Cav to camit two companies and the battalion
headquarters of the 1st Bn, 11th Inf to the fight. The 1st Bn, 11th Inf was
ordorod to be preparod, ON order, tO air assault iNto an LZ an the high ground
north of the valley vic ypoL3632,

d) See inclosure 2B for a sketch- of operations conducted on 24 tar
b. Phase Il: During Phase Il the 1st Inf Bde, 5th Inf Div (1) exploited the
contact by air assavlting the 1st Bn, 11th Inf into the battle and later by coma
mitting the 1st Bn, 2d ARV! Regte. FOllowing is a day by day account of the bat
tle as it wunfolded during Phase II:

(1) 25 tar 69

(a) Throughout 25 Mar contact was light and sporadice During the
norpingl an estimated twenty (20) VA in smal groups of two to three (2-3) were
geen moving north vie DOLT635 and engaged with main gun tank fire, L.2" mortars
cnd artillerye ThiS fire resulted in three (3) wva XIas During the late morning
~na afternoon £/3-5 Cav and I/3~9 iar searched westward from their previous
~0Sitions (¥p052620 and Yp0394610) aong the southern part of the valley to posis

. located vie TDO35616 and YDO28617e During the sweep enemy contact was liiie
(I to two (2) sniping incidentsg one vie YDOLS6LT at 1010 hrs and the second

1073614 at 11413 hrs. A frine was Killed by the second snipers The move
- of the sguadron was again slow due to terrain and the necessity to improve-
shresn- Crossing vic 10396184

(b) In an attempt to exploit the previous contact additional units
were committed to the area during the afternoon of the 25th. 1-11 Inf (), con-
sisting of a Command Group and A and B Companies, was air assaulted into an LZ on
the high ground north of the valley at ¥D 043623. By. 1520 ars the air lift was
completed and the 1-11 Inf began sweeping in a southeasterly direction aong the
ridgoline to 1DOL3623_ where night defensive positions were established, While
sweeping the ridgeline A/1-11 INf discovercd ore (1) RPG booster and 100 meters
of commo wire viec 040629, The come wire led southwest into a bunker then
north for 100 motors.

(e) I/3~9 Maxr spent the night,at yp 028617 while A/3-5 Cav returned
from its sweep and occupied its positions of the previous night at ¥D050620,
where the entire squadron cstablished itS NDPe

(d) The lack of contact in the valley on 25 ¥erch gave cause tO suge
pect that the {vA had moved northwards Accordingly plans werc made for 1-11 Inf
(-) with I/3=9 Mar 0PCONl tO mova North to rezain contact.

() scc inclosure 2¢ for a > Of getivities ON 25 Mar
(2) 26 1% 69«

{z) 2t 0330 hrs 26 1w 1=l nt posilicung at YDOL3626 were subjected
to small arms, avtomatic weapons, RPG and mortar fire from the north, west and
easte The heaviest volume Of fire came from the highground to the north vic
0037632« The enemy fire was returned with organic weapons and arty, The enemy
did not assault friendly positions, but three (3) xvA who approached the B Co
perimeter ere engeged and killed by small arms f£ixes The cnemy attack by fire
ceased by 0530 hrs after having killed on' (1) and woundi: eight (8) infantxy—
MChNe
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(b) At 0800 hrs as 1~11 Inf begen to nove. siX to eight (6-8) NVA were
observed to the north at ypa37632. From 0910 hrs to 1015 hrs airstrikes and arty
were placed on this positiona With each pass the fighter aircraft received auto-
matic weapons fire. By 1200 hrs A and B Co's had reached a position vie YDOL0620
from which numerous NVA troops and heavy movement could be observed to the northe
Airstrikes end artillery were employed against positions at YD037632 during.the.
afternoon. A end B Co's, after experiencing great difficulty because of 1059
temperstures, returned to positions of the previous night to prepare for an attack
on the 27th (A Co vic ¥DOLC628, 1/A/1-1. vie YDCLOG30, B Co vic YDOLh62h).

(b) At 0800 hrs 1/3-9 Mar was placed OPCON to TF 1-11 Infs During
the day the company moved morthwest from ¥YDO28617 to ¥YDOR22625 without incident
or contact. | Go remained overnight at YDO23625,

(d, 3«5 Cav spent the day searching the area around their night
positions (¥D050620)s At 0900 hrs the search revealed three (3) NVA bodies, 1
RPG-2, 1 AK50, 1 AKLT, L BLO rockets, and assorted gear. About 100 meters north
at ¥D051623, a chicom first aid pouch and a bloody bandage were founde At 1934
hrs B Troop, at YDO51619, received two (2) rounds of RPG and small arms fire from
the northeast resulting in three (3) friendly WIAs The troop returned fire with
organic Weagpons and a sweep of the area early next morning resulted in finding
1 AKL7, 2 RPG's, 2 FLO rockets, 1 Bit rocket, blood trails and some documents. A
tr¥anslation of the documents showed that they had belonged to a member of the
lith Go, 1st Bn, 27th NVA Regt. These documents verified intelligence reports
which placed the 1st and 3rd Bn's, 27th NVA Regt in the areas

¢-\ See inclosures 2D for a -3 .= the & operations.

-
[ 27 Mar 69:
(@ The1~11 Inf (-) began to attack north at 0715 hrs with B Co having

been given the missicn to seize the high ground vie ¥DO37631 while A Co supported
the attack. I/3=9 Mar was given the mission f seizing the high ground on the left
flank ¥YDO30631’ in order to block any enemy movement into or out of the objective

ared,

(b) Aand B Co + made contact immediately and remained in contact
throughout most of the dsye At 0830 hrs airstrikes were placed on enemy troops
in bmkers to the northeast at YDOL6635. Bhemy troops on the objective employed
small arms, automatic weapons and mortar fire against the attack. Enemy troop
positions were engaged by artillery and the organic weapons of A and B Cotsse
Continuing to press the attack A and B fought to a position south of the objective
(YD039628) by mid=gsys In order to block enemy avenues of approach and/or retreat
north of the ohiective area C/1=11 Inf was air assaulted into a blocking position
on Hill 208 (¥poki36lili}e The ¢ir assamlt began at 11  hrs after extensive air and
artillery preparations of the LZ. Upon entering the LZ G Co was immediately
brought under intense mortar fire from the northwests This mortar fire was counter-
ed with airstrikes (1130 hrs and 1200 hrs) on the enemy's positions located at
2643« G Co secured the LZ without further incident. In the meantime, B Co
pressed on until the objective was reached (¥D039623)s Upon reaching the objective
B Co was met by heavy mortar fire and a ground attack from the north (¥DoL1638 to
¥DOL1635)s  Air strikes and arty were placed on enemy troops from 1300 hrs to
1515 hrs (¥YDOL2635, 1300 hrsy YDOh0A35, 1330 hrs; YDOL1636, 1430 hrs; YDOL1637,
1430 hrs and YDOL2626, 1515 hrs). These airstrikss in cenjunction with a heavy
volume of fire from B Co inflicted heavy lcsssz on the enemy and repulsed the
attack.

(©) m whe late afternoon the lepd elements of p/1-11 were searching the
ridge which runs ncrth from the objective (Y#035638) when they were subjected to
an enemy counterattack from the west (YD032633)e As the ensvy attempted to assault
the friendly positions he was met with a heavy volume of fire. fwstrikes were
employed at 1700 hrs an® 1717 hrs and the enemy attack was repulseds Tas gttack
was the NVAts last attempt to mush the 1-11 [nf off the occupied objectives &t
1800 hrs the l=11 Inf {~) was reinforced by the airlift of 2 platoons of /1=l
from 3-5 Cavs these platoons were committed fo B Cols position (YDU3¥033)e
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(d) I/3=9 Mar had seized its objective (¥D032631) without contact
and was in position to block ghsmy Mmovement southwest to reiriferce or to escapes
By late afternoon all units jegan to strengthen their positiens and prepare for
he nighte (A Co vic ¥D0356363 B Co and 2 plat D Co vie ¥YD039633; C Co vie YD
0l26l)y and I/3-9 vic ¥D032631), TF 35 Cav remained in its night position as a
reaction forse and periormed maintenance on its vehicles.

(e, 27 Mar cantacts resulted in thirteen (13) friendly x1a, one (1)
KCS KIA and thirty (30) friendly WIAe Inen casualties for the da were 120 NVA
TA (85 by air and arty), seven (7) IHC one (1) CSWC captured and one (1) mortar
destroyed by air,

(f) See inclosure 2E.for a sketeh of the dayls operations..
() 28 Mar 69:

a) The first cnemy comtact on 28 liargh aocuyred at 0330 krs when
C.:/l_ll ™f én)?'{j'ﬂ 208 ?\t"c ‘ml:(};:?ﬁhh\ muna smwobhad DY an nnknowm S'oze mw{:m“r
olement employing swall arms fire and grenades’ C Co called for illumination:
and ongaged the eneny element with small ars and automatic weapons resulting
in thra (3) Wi XIL, and driving the encmy force off.

(b) At daylight A ¢o, B Co anéd 2 platoons of D Co began conducting
a search of the imdediate area arowmd their jositions cnd received resupply
by helicopters LAt 0800 hrs I/3-9 kar searching the ridge.northwest of the
previous night's position.found eight (G) 82mm mortar rounds at 7D030633. The
rouds were strapped tO a carrying pole. At 1000 hys the 1-11 mf (-) was fur-
ther reinforced by the airlift of D Co (-) from LZ Sharon to anearby LZ at
¥DO36631L,

(€) Throuhout the morning resupply helicopters were recciving
mell arus fire and during the afternoon ground units began receiving sporadic
morter and suall arms fire Lrum enemy positions south and west of Hill 208,
Ls the intensity of cneay fire increased, airstrikes were placed on suspected
enemy locations (¥0L0635 at 1238 hyrsy 0356 .. at 1255 hrs; ¥p0o35635 at 1335 hrs
and 0356 at 1120 hrs)e [3 airstrike at 120 hrs produced a sizeable secone
dary explosione As the afternoon progressed additional airstiikes were placed
on observed encwy locations (¥D0256L46 at 1515 hrs, YD0296L6 at 1617 hrs)s At
1750 hrs elements of C Co saw four (L4) EVA at YDOL9635 and engaged them with
artillery with unknor results. By 1830 hrs units of 1-11 Inf (+) were planning
for and preparing to defend their night pasitions (A Co vie ¥D038632, B Co vic
¥D037631, C Co vic YDOL38lY, D Co vic YDO39631 and I/3=9 vic YDO23636).

(d) Results of the 1st Ban, 11th Inf. actions on 28 March were one (1)
friendly KIA, forty-six (46) friendly WIA, sixty-eight (68) WA KIA (4O by air
and arty). five (5) a&L7 and one (1) SKS captured, two (2) 82mm mtr and one
(1) IMG destroyed by air.

(e) 3~5 Caw, Which ha¢ romained in the eastern part of the Khe Chua
Valley, was given the mission of woving to the right #i2 k of the battle area
to be in position on the 29th to support C/L~L on Hill 208. The squadron began
moving southeast at midmorning crosscd the Ca Lo River and moved east then
north to G=-2 iwrc the two Cav Troops recgunpli ¢ The troops then moved to
occupy night positions (z Troop ¥peé2635, B Troop ¥no72637). In moving out of
the XKhe Chua Valleysihe Cav cxperienced difficulty IN moving Cue Lo mines, FOUr
() mines worc dotonated damnging three (3) wvehicles but causing no casualticse
During the nove frey O~2 to ther night positions, tvo (2) -tanks wore damaged
by mines ancd had to be evacuated to C2,

(f)  Puring the night A Troop, 3d Sgdn, Sth Cov reccived two encny
probing attacks 1ehfirst  atteck cane at 2007 hrs with the enery ermploying
RPG and small arpss firce  The second attack camwe at 2250 hrs with the WA employ-
ing RPG fire from the north, small amm fire from the nortlwest and mortar and
small arms fire from the south. iendly casvaliicg from these attacks were
two (2) KIA, two (2) WIi, and tvo"(2) APCs daaaged. | Enemy casvaltics were

pancin s 1A
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(9 During the course of the battle on 28 Mar it became evident that
the Brigade did not have the forces in the battle area to completely encircle the
enemy and prevent his escape. Ccordination was made with the 2d ARVN Regt, lst
ARW Div and it was decided to commit the 1lst Bn, 2d ARVN Regt to the qgperation.
Plans called for the battalion to be air assaulted on to Hill 262 (¥YD03166L4) during
the morning of 29 Mar in an attempt to block enemy escape routes.

(hy See inclosure 2F for a sketch of the dasy! operation.

(5) 29 Mar 69% 29 March turned out to be a day of heavy fighting with
eonsdderable |osses Boing inflicted ypon the memy

position at YD042632 in support of an air essalt by I/3-9 Mar on Hili 300
(¥Y56635), was engaged by an NVA force in a bunker complex at YDCL5635« T Co
employing small ams fire, nontoxic riot control agents and airstrikes (0830 hrs
and 0855 hrs) killed five (5) NVA within the complexe A search of the, area re-
vealed a number of mortar positionse. After LZ preparations, by airstrikes, I/3=9
Mar began air landing on Hll 300 with the mission of securing the dominent ter-
rain at thagt location and searching for a possible enemy CF that was beliewsd tobe
in the area.

(b) While the air assault was in prograss elements of A Cos which
had moved north along a ridge (YDO036635), came under heavy counterattack by an
estimated NVA Coes The enemy, attacking from the north, was employing heavy small
arms and RPG fire in an attempt to out flank and cut off the northern most platoon
of A Co. The enemy assault was met with small ams fire and armed gunships, fole
lowed by airstrikes (vic YDO035635) at 1200 hra and 1215 hrse As elements of B Co .
were sent to reinforce A Co z1l1 units on the hill mass (YDO037632) came under heavy
morter attack from the northwest. The,enemy assault on A Co was thrown back with
the NVA suffering five (5) KIA by small arms fire and fifteen (15) killed by air.
At 1500 hrs A Co was again brought under mortar attack from the west (vic 7D03L63L)s
Arty fired into the area, silenced the mortar and killed five (5) NVA. Throughout
tho rest of the gpfternocn the 1lst Bn, 11th Inf continued to receive sporadic mortar
fire from enemy positions =t YD0286h2 and ¥YDO28639e TAG air was gsed iN neutralising
these positions. Late afternoon airstrikes on a hill  at YDO256Lh6 revealed an
extensive bunker complex. By 1820 hrs units of 1-11 fnf* had moved back upon high
grcund and were preparing to defend their night positions (A Co YD038636, B Co YD
036631, C Go YDCL38hlL, D Co YDO036631, and 1/3-9 Mar ¥YDOL7635)e Results of the 1-13
Inf cantact that day were seventeen (17) friendly WIA, sixteen (16) NVA KIA by SAF
and tyentvefive (€Y TR1-ans X o) 82MM fitine Anatreved DY air.

(c) The planned air assault of hill 262 by 1-2 ARVN on 29 Manch was
changed and it was decided to airlift the Bn into a secured LZ on the eastern
flank of the battle areae. A and B Trocps, 3d Sgdn, 5th Cav, who were in position
on the eastern flank of the battle area, begen moving north at daylight and by
1030 hrs had secured two (2) LZ's for the airlift of 1st Bn, 2d ARW Regt (LZ
Blue vie YDO436l6 was secured by A Troop, and LZ Orange vic YDO067655 was secured
by B Troop). From 1123 hrs until 1335 hrs helicoptersairiified 2d and Lth com-
panies 1-2 ARVN on to LZ Orange snd from 1345 hrs to 1610 hrs 1st and 3rd Compenies
were inserted on LZ Blue. At 1250 hrs elements of B Tyccp securing L4 Orange,
sighted an unknown size NVA unit to the northwest vic YDOS9665: The enemy was
engaged with tank gun fire and - tha gunshivs eszorting the 1iL% helicopterse

(& Upon landing of th. last lift. | the 2& enélih Companies moved west
from 15 Orange” and DY n: oht hed weachad & nasition aC  ohvany he 14+ and 3d

Companies, while moving west fram __ Rlng, at 150 brs engaged and killed two (2
NVA and ceptured cn i) AKN7 vie ¥OX 08LSr5nDGt 263 hrs the .ead clementss énw
gaged two (2) NV in a bunker vic I2053845. 4 seerceh of the bunker revealed 200
1bs of rice, one (i) HM3, and two (2) BLO rkts. 1st and 3d Companies remained
overnight at vic YDO586L6, Results for lst Bn, 2d ARVN Regtla actions weret two
(2) friendly WIA, four (1) NVA KIA and one (1) AK47 end one (1) HMG captured.

(e) Totel results of the day!s sctivities were nineteen (19)

friendly WIA, twenty (20) enemy KIA by SAF; twenty-five (25) KIA Iy pir - nd
arty end twc (2) 2mm merters Jestrcyed by sir.

(£) Seodqopogumes §a,fpmm grgoch I Phe day's operations.
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6. 30-31 Mars

(@ The 30th and 31st of March were spent by 1-11 Inf in. meking a
detailed search of the battle area and in receiving resupply helicopters. On
neither day was significant ground contact reestablished although the enemy did
continue with sporadic mortaring and sniping (A Co at 301Q20H received 3 rds 82mm
end at 301255H received 1 82mm round, 1/3-9 Mar at 3012L0H received 2 ids 82mm,

A Co at 3113LOH received 15 rounds 82mm). Smell enemy groups were observed and
engaged by arty as were suspected mortar pesiticons. The detailed search revealed
extensive bunker complexes throughout the battle area snd some enemy ammunition
and equipment was found. Significant finds by 1-11 Inf {+) 30-31 March are as

follows:

¥D 0Lh1633 - Mortar pit and 3 bunkers,

YD 0ho63h - 2 fighting bunkers.

YD 0h5635 - 10 fighting bunkers, 5 small bunkers, 13 60mm mortar rounds.

YD 043633 - 20 fighting bunkers.

YD 0L063L - 32 ghicom grensdes, 12 shovels, L picks.

YD 043633 - 20 ghicom grenades, 850 AKL7 rds, 1 120mm rd, 1 82mm rd, 10 .
shevels, 6 °0nm rds, 1 BYO rd, 2 packs, 130 7.62 rds, 2 Chicom gas masks, RPGe2e

YD 045636 - 6 bunkers, 1 B4o #d, 18%mm rd, 50 AK)}? rds, 1 ghicom grenade.

D OLBLEQBQE - L bunkers.

YD 034" 5 = 2 bunkers.

YD 0356442 - 2 bunkers) 1 NVA body.

YD 635 - 13 bunkers, 11 Chicom grenades, 1200 #KL7 rds, 10 rds 82mm, L
entrenching tools

YD 038636 - 10 bunkers, 3 BLO rds, 9 grenades, 700 rds #KlL7 ammo.

YD ohli636 - 33 bunkers, 8 entrenching tools, 6 B4 rds, 300 rds 50 cal ammo,
25 Chicom grenades, 12 82mm rds, 1900 AKL7 rds, 2 NVA packs.

' (b) To the north and northeast the 1-2 ARWN continued to move towards
Obj 1 (vie YD 025662). A search of the area of the late afternoon contact on -
26 March (YD 058648) found the followings 200 fighting positions., 75 - 8 man
buriiers, 7 NVA bodies, 1 gh7, I CKC rifles, 1 pistol, 2 LMG's, 1 12.7mm HMG on
an AA-mount, 3 RPG-2's, 1 ton of rice, 10 AT mines, 202 By0 rocket rounds, 100
Chicom grenades, 300 pounds of salt, 2Lj0 cans of pork and 1 case of Chinese med-
icines, 1st and 3rd Companies reached the southwestern part of Obj 1 early on the
morning of 31 March and began moving southwest searching the area. 2nd and Lith
Companies, Who had spent the 30th of March searching the area vie YD Oh65 arrived
on the northeastern part of Obj 1 during mid-morning of 31 March. At 1102 hrs
vic YD 026665 2d and Lth Companies received small arms fire from the North. As
the situation developed and the companies empleyed gunships and arty, the sige of
the enemy force was estimated to be 2 Co («). The enemy broke contact at 1530 hrs
leaving 15 dead, 1 REPG=-2, 3 LPG's and 7 AK47's, while 2nd and hth Companies had
N0 casualties.

() On 30 March the 3d Co, 2nd Bn, 2d ARVN Regt was placed OPCON to
the 3d Sgdn, 5th Cave At 1306 hrs A/3-5 Cav and 3/2-2 ARVN moved to the north of
the 1st Bn, 2nd ARVN Regt to screen the northern flank of the ARVN and prevent
enemy reinforcements from striking 2-2 ARVN from the flemk. The screen was estab-
lished from ¥D 080681 to YD 053683 and was maintained until 2 April. While 4/3=5
Cav and 3/2-2 ARVN maintained the screen B/3-5 Cav was held as a ready reaction
force at #y (YD 116701) and was prepared to reinforce any of the Brigade or ARVN
units involved in the operation.

C(d) Taeal results of guargtions on 30-31 March were tyenty-two (22)
NVA KIA, eight (8) mLT7t!s, four(ly) CKCs, one (1) pistol, five (5} 1¥Ge, one (I}
12 ..7mm HMG mounted on an AA mount and five (5) RPG-2s cgptursd.

(e) See inclosure 2G for a sketch of operations on 30 and 31 March.

c. Phase Il1l1: During Phase 111 the 1st Bn, 1lth Inf conducted search gnd
clear operations back over the battle area moving eastesouthagst looking for by-
passed enemy positions and personnel. 1-2 ARVN continued its search along the
southern boundary of the DMZ and then joined TF 1-11 Inf and searched the north-
ern half of the battle area. See inclosute 2H for an overlay of Phase I11:
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(&) Oon 1 Apr, the 1st Bn, 1lth Inf began a detailed search of the
battle area moving [TOM pé)bj 5 1o Obj$ A'and Be contact was made with the

enemy, but numerous enemy bunkers, and fighting positions were discovered.

During the afternoon I/3-9 Mar was returned to the control of its parent battalion
and departed the battle area. While moving to jcin its parent battalion 1/3-9
Ma discovered three (3) additional NVA bodies at YD 047623. The enemy had been
killed by napelm. The 1st Ba, 11th Inf spent the night with ACo at YD 070636,

B Co at YD 072627, CCo at YD 070636, and D Co at YD 072627

(b) 1-2 ARVN spent the morning with 2d and 4th Co's searching the
area vic Obj 1 while 1st and 3d Co's moved southwest along the DMZ seeking to
regain contact with the enemy. After reaching objectives vie ID 098640, @nd
YD 001653 the 1st and 3d Co's returned to 0bj 1 and the battalion began its search
to the east southeast. By nightfall 1-2 ARVN had crossed phase line Blue and
occupied defensive positions vic 1D 061643 and YD 06765k,

() TF 35 Cav continued to screen the northern flank of 1-2 8RWN
with 4/3-5 Cav and 3/2-2 ARVN while B/3-5 Cav remained at A4 (YD 116701) as a
ready reaction force.

(2) 2 Apr: On 2 Apr the 1st Bn, 1ith Inf and the 1st Bn, 2d ARVN cont
to sweep east southeast in zone. By late afternoon all units had cleared the
battle area. 1-2 ARVN departed the area at 1630 hrs and moved to Dong Ha while
TF 3-5 Cav remained at & and ¢2 and the lst Bn, 11th Inf spent the night with A
and C Co's at ¥D 097638 and B and DCo's at YD 089620« Earlier in the day, while
moving from its night position,an element of D/1-11 Inf detonated two (2) Chicom
claymeres resulting in one (1) friendly KIA and six (6) friendly WIA.  On 3 Apr
the 1st Bn, 11th Inf was airlifted to LZ Sharon to prepare for operations in that
areas There were no enemy contacts on 2 Apr and except for 1st and 3d Co's, lst
Bn, 2d ARWN finding 10¢ 82mm mortar rounds and 60 Chicom grenades at YD C736L45
there were no significant finds during the day.

(d) During Operation Mentsna Mauler the 1lst Inf Bde, 5th Inf Div(M)
vad been in contact with at least two battalions of the 27th NVA Regt. Documents
;aptured during Operation Montana Mauler *4dentified the 3d and 4th Co'sy 1st Bn
and 2d and 3d Co's 3d Bn 27th Regbe The losses suffered by the 27th Regt have
greatly reduced the combat effectiveness of the Regb and indications are that the
Regt has returned to North Vietname Since the.completion of Operation anteana Manler
gqemy initiated incidents in the Can Lo area and along Huwy 9 have significantly
ecreased.

12 (C) RESULTSs

ae Friendly Casualties:

ARMY USMG ARVN| CUMULATIVE
KIA 2 (1Xes) 1 0 22
WIX 150 11 10 171
Dow o 0 0 2
MIA 0 0 0 0
CAPTURED 0 0 0 0
NH DEATH 0 C 0 0
NH TN JURY 0 0 0 0

b. heny Casdecltiess
(1) comuletives KkKIfs 27h, PWe O, GLVDEF C, IC (LilHg O, IWCs 31,
(2) -Inflicted by US Porcess KIAs 26, PW: 0, OIVDE® o, HO CHANH O,
IWCs 7, CSWCs -

(3) TInflicted by ARVN KIA 28, PW: 0, CIVDEF: O, HOT CHANH O, IWCs
1h, CSwes 11.

ce. NO significant items of US origin were captured by friendly forcese

d Femy MAEUA lossess
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ITEMI AMOUNT ITEM . AMOUNT
B~L0 Rkt rds 222 AR-47 2l
82m Mtr rds 173 E-50 1
Chicom grenades 263 SKS 1
MK-LT rds 5100 CKC Ll
AK-L7 magazines 20 Pistol .h5 Gal 1
60mm Mtr rds 19 MG 7
120n Mir rds 1 RPG 2 6
.50 e2l rds 300 PG 7 2
7.62 rds 130 G (12.7mm) 2
Shotgun shells 2 boxes

fmmo pouches 8

RPD £mmo Drumg 2

AT mines 10

Protective masks 4

Entrenching tools 12

Shovels 22

Picks I

Machete 1

Packs 6

Pith helenets 1

Tennis shoes 2 piv

Canteen

Salt 3% 1ba

Cans of Pork 240 ¢ans

Chinese Mediaine 1l ase

Rice 2225 1vs

13. -¢C) ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
a (Ulogistics:

(1) Aeria Resupply: Duringthis period helicopter resupply was hampered
by adverse westher conditions developtng in midmorming and midefternoon hourss
Fren though adverse westher condition prevailed.the operation received a daily
averg%e of 12.7 short tons resupplied y air for a total of 101.8 short tone.

Aerial resupply was sccomplished by tre use of USMO GH-4® end GH-53 helicopters.

(2) funition: Unit mainteized two bssic loads. Basic 1tsms used
ranged from small arns to $Omm tark amunitions The primary means or resupply &
large caliber ammunition was by vehiclés Air resupply was used oRi¥ in ewucegeacy
Situations.

(3) HMainteneances

(@) ' The twelve (12) deys diring which elements of the 3rd Squaaron,
Sth Cavalry end lst Battellon, 1lth Infantry conducted Lrumart WMONTANA rsuznn.
uncovered no problems which were new to meintenance operations.

(b) Other than mine damage sustained by one (1) MO0 recovery Vvanicie,
two (2) MLI3AL sonnel Carriers, and three (3) Mi843 tanks, there were engine
and final drive failures smcng track leying vehicles that could have been expected
condiderina the terrain sad heat. Three (3) MiB8Aa3 engines two (2) MLL3A; engines,
and cne (1) M8 engine incurred failure during the nine (9) days. Only one of the
above could have been considered other than feilure due to mormal weer fagjors. One
MLBA3 engine ampeared to have foiled ¢  to lack of swrricient” ! The ar
cleznars were found to be excessiviely clogged witn cusm, prevenuiug s iNtKE e
causing an excessively hot engine. All final drive feilures ware on suway viunse
Four (1) failures occurred which are suspected to have been caused by the constant
gear ehanses. NUMENOUS neutrsl Steer requirements, enc resisvance of dense under-
growthe ‘he terrain wes largely rolling, alternating to steep end hilly. Very lit-
tle easily traversable terrain was encountered. Added to the geresan don e w
the extreme heat tended to cause sssemblies tO run much BRTTEr thgn swsmets  4usd

obviously couksl b enngidered z  additionaol fectoxr which Ted to the @bove fewiidSos

conr= NTIALENCTIAL
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~ =22 o TomVi6  jpviTl 196
Cortainly the coliination of ot end terradi. vased falliuyves that vovld
srebably not have oce wred ander ondy oune of these conditions.

(¢) The lst Battalion, 1lth Infantry encownbered no mainbenance
prceblens that could be considered abnommals The mekcup of the unit, limited
pr:um maintonance attention to weapons. In this respect, no limiting problems
persisted.

(¢) Llthough not a maintenance problem as such, it mizht be noted
that the terrain also caused some degree of d:‘.fficulty in regoard to recovery
operatlonss The one (1) 18 engine failure can probably be attributed to
extrene stress placed on the recovery vehicle vhile retrieving a tanke That
failure caused an operational problem in that coilyat elements had to be. positioned
at the point of failure until another #88 and tank which it had been towing
was evacuated which required a double haule This one failure caused forward
elements of 3/5 Cav to be without rccovery capability for the better part of
one day in addition to tying up those elements required for security at the
recovery sites

be (0 Administraiion:

(1) (U) Coneral: [dminigtrative plans and actions in support of the
operabion were fully complementory and set no obstacles to the zccomplishnent
of the Brigedets tactical missione

(2 (C) iaintenance of strength: The lst Battalion, 1lth Infamtry
incurred an wusually large nwiber of casualties between 26 fawreh and 29 lMarch
1969, Of particular Lportance was the loss of company commaderse D Co lost
two company commencers and for a critical forr (I4) hour period on the afternoon
of 27 iareh the company was commanced by the artillery forward obsexrver,lIT Smithe
CCo aso lost its cowany commander on the 27th of March. As a result of the
irnificar shortares in a brief period of time, an emergeney fill request was
selephoned tO f,rv on 28 iarch 1969. This amcrsency request was honored and

,.-,JL;:\* A (ucébl), th Suppart BattaLLQn received fifty-six (56) replacements,
Si1p. ON Uiavah 'JQ";Q. r rapid nepanaaine aNd raNING peappar was indtintad.
oi ficer casualtics were replaced by using in-house resources. As a result of
the long nhovrs, quick reactions and effective program acceleration of the elefents
within the Brigede, amajor portion of the casualties of the l&t Bn, 11th Inf
were replaced in less than four (L) days.

(3. (U) tediecal: Medieal plans were adequate and provided full capa-
bility to handle the casualties which ocenrred.

(@) Battle casuslties were generally given preliminary treatment
by corpsmen in the field and arrangements made for helicopter evacuation.

1. iedical evacuation coverage was available to all field units
through both tactical aircraft in the A0 and 237th Med Evac (4nb) located at
B Cowmany, 75th Support Battalion.

2. Evacuated casualties were treated either at battelion aid
stations, D Gompany, 75th Support Battalion, 3vd larine Hospital at Queng Tri,
or the USS Repose depending upon the severity of the injury.

(b)  During Operabion HMonbtana ¥auler, Ist Prigadc, Lith Infantry
Division (#ech) had a total of 117 casualiics dxe to hostile zctiom. sadltionally,
1 prigade meitors wore Wrecated fOr heat ortthe tcbal 170 casnalivics,
77 were treatcd and roburned to wby, givl  a roturn to duby roic of L3%,

(¢) Casualties incurred by forwami medical personnol on 27 larch
1969 were irmmediately replaced by members of other medical elements of the
Prigade.

(d) Overdl review of this opertion showed the mediczl support
was adequate ad funtioned well, accordin to acceptable frn standards, dering
the periods of high
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(e) On the spot changes were nede in the medical program when it
ms felt to be of benefit to the patient or orgmization. One example is the
distribution of water containers from medevac helicopters when the aircraft
were evacvating heat casualties.,

- ~_ St L
ce (U) Commnications:

(1) 3ignal support provided Operation ilontena saidler encompassed mmltiw
channel radio relay, radio teletype commnications, and messenger sevice betueen
brigade and battalion base camps and was provided by the 298th Signal Company
in continuation of its normal nission. Internal comasnd and control commnicasions
for maneuver battalions ms accomplished with organic battalion F radio sctse

(2) 8ignal support mrovided by the 298th Signal Gompany effectively
provided the means for the Brigade Commander to control the Brigade. Battalion
radio net operation, in some cases, reveaded a weakness in net discipline and
proper use of cstablished radio nets during periods of intensified cnemy contacie
In one case artillery was being adjusted, a F4C was controlling an aivstrike, a
medevac and a resupply mission were being run siiml'banzouslyl I0n 'l:.h?_ command note
Battalion admin/log netb r rr X7 ) i
Dattalion ol 1o ot RO B B el 2 At L Rt o oF “re
artillery, T:¢ air control traffic, etc, on the battalion comsand net will effec-
tively destroy the comaanderts means of controlling his maneuver elementss Opere
ation Montana Mauler demonstrated. that battalion, forward CPts and naneuver ¢l
onta dowm L0 aNd INCIUAING aammnny SIZ€ UNILS shoulo’la € vermived (O CaTy secure
voice equipmcnbe Freguent requirements to transmit classified intelligence/
command inforintic make it imperative that the available cipher equipment (X¥-8,
{7=38) be used.

e (C) COM.LDELS ANALYSISS

a.  (peration - wleriéwas a reconnaissance in force o\ﬁeration. Two (2)
e ITOOPS Of the 3 SqdN, sth cav were SNt 1IN0 an area In Which an NVi Rept

ouspected to be located. Being smal encugh to invite wlaattack by an enemy

iment, yet strong enough to he able to defend itself until reinforcements could
arrive, the cavalry was able to draw the enemy inte a fight. Once contact was
ained the caval ry was able to develog the situation so that additimmal forces
could ne intelligently comitted to the battle in an attempt to close with and
destroy the enewmy.

b. On 24 March the situation had been developed to the point that it was
necessary to comit as many forces as possible, as rapidly as they could be come
mitteds IN Order to gain a decisive victory. In hopes of cutting off the encug
routes of escape, the Drigade requested that the USC Special Landing Force (SL¥F)
be cormitieds The request was denied so that when the lst Bn, llth Infantry
landed and began its attack there were no forces available to cut the enemyt!s
routes of reinforcment znd withdrawal to the north and west. The lst Bn, 11lth af
was able to prevent escape to the south and east and eventually the st Bn, 2d
\VH Regt sas able to prevent the cnemyts escape to the north and northeast, but
the routes to the west and northwest were never really closed. Had the (SLF) been
cormitted it may have been possible to prevent the escape of large portions of

c. ¥When the 1gt Bn, 2d ARVE Lept was camdited @ TLC CP was esbablished by
the Brifode at 02 (¥D1356L5). The 2d LEVH Legh also cstoblished a TG G at C2
and and the two cPis were colloccted  The establishment Of o T:C C? by the Brigade

and the€2nd (RVH Iemt at the same locstic rer e Tar  bimaly coordinaticne
Becaunse of the joint CP arrangemcutt the Bri;od T where the [HVi companies
were at all timcs and | knew vherg the €2 @ of the 3l wer Located. In

addition, both the schewme Of maneuver and the fire support for the Brigade
LBV were easily uade to be complementarye

d.  The 1,1 Of OFgaNIC rmmaning IN the pripnde Created prohlems during the
operation.

(1) On 31 march, as 1-2 &w closed cnto objective 1, strong eneily
rosistance was mete The LRVH hnd pmchips aveilalde so that they did not have
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to withdraw from contast to obtain sufficient room to employ artillery ox fixed
wing supports Instead the ARVN were able to use gunships vhile remaini n% very
close to the enemy positions. In this action the Anvi killed gifteen (15) HVA
without any friendly XIAts Onmany occasions during the eperation the st 3n
11th Inf found themselves in a position where additional fire support was needed
to talke an objectives Gunships were not available, so the company involved had
to back up and ewploy TAC air or artillery. The battalion suffered casualtics
in returning to the ohjective. Had gunships been available they probably could
have been cmployed much more rapidly and effectively than T4¢ air, and lives mzy
have been saved.

(2 On 27 March, after an air assault onto Hill 208, 0/1-11 Inf was
attacked by the enemys ILate in the afternoon € Company was running low on water
and asmmnivions The only aircraft available to resupply the campany were the
Brigade's UH-1H helicopiers whick, except for the doorguns, are unarmeds One
relatively unarmed helicopter had to resuwpply the eompany without any gunshipa
to fly escort and provide SUPPressiVe fivas.

15£ RECRIMENDATIONS: It is recommended that

aes Joint CP's be established yvhen US and ARVH forces are acting in coordin-
ation and cooperation with each other. The joint CP allows for instant coordie
ation of mutual problous and insures a greater undty of effort by the two forceas
In practice it has been found that the joint CP has the effect of produeing unity
of cxuands

bs The 1st Bde, 5th Inf Div (M) be authorized four (4) gunships,

2 Incl t;"*\-ﬁ-_,_ﬁ.,&,‘m_w_ "’-”% JAES M, G
as . = coL, INF-
T Comanding
R

owerass &0
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DATE _

2l Max 69

25 Mar 69

Wés, Mar 69

DECLASSIFIED

(22 March 1969 = 2 April 1969)

. 1., Tollowing is a day by day account of the TAC Adr u
HONTANA NAULER. |

PP IMM TPQ COORDINATES AFCT ORDHANCE

26 Mor 69

27 Max 69

X

X

'X',

L

Ll

X

M

Mok W

None

¥DO39012
yook261l

YDOL5623

Tol6623
10055632
¥D052635

Y'DOMGBQ '

TDOL5620
TDOL5625
THOL5628

YD036632
0038632
: 333033632
| YD038632
036632

¥DO30631

YDO30631

YDOL36L
WohG635

TDOLG63E

. YDoh26h3
YDoL26L3
oL26)2

Yo0k26L3
¥Doh26h3
D0LO635

yDoLadl

2nh §/500: Bonb
R
OF100 2/5004Bonb
2p7  600/20mm
‘ 10/500#LD Bomb
ople  16/250{Bonb
b/ S007ALED
28y 8/500#Bowb
0 L/B004#NAP
oFl,  12/250#Bonb
6/500;F AP
2p  8/5007/Bonb
L/5004lap
24h
T 10/250;Bonib
24 8/500:Bonb
. 11/500;fiap
oFl ... 12/500#Bomb
- 6/5004ep
246 . 35/500#Bomb
1/P0D 2475MFFAR
2rl - 12/500:Bomb
- . 3/500iap
» - i /Can POD
2Pl 7/500/HAP
6/500;Bowmb
li/Gan POD
Nob rum .
oml - 6/500;Bosb
- 120 )
- /50GHNap
204, L/500ap
- B/500;Bomb
2rk . 6/5004Borb
. 1/5004=p
28] . 12 /500;#Bosb
6/500ifap
277100 "6/500/4Bon .
I,/500/ap
24l - 845004 Bomb
11/500#0ap
o7l 6/500#Bomb
7 L5007 Nep
2. -6/500;Bomb -
6/500;Map -
24y - B/500/omb

. L/500#tap
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A e ¢

- A pscamtaon

h bunkers destroyed

3 bunkers destroyad

-1 bankers” destroyed.

2. bﬁnkers destroyed

6 KBA - -

- -6 KBA
5 xBA

5 KBA

" B KBA

- 6 KBA -
6 KBA
& KBA

| .6°KBA

MMMMWW




DECLASSIFIED

MONT/[N/. HLULER Tactical Air Support (22 Mar 69 - 2 Apr 69) {Cont)

DATE

27 1=z 69
(Cont.)

28 MYar 69

29 HMar 69

PP Ii TPQ COORDINAT .S LAFCT ORDIHANCEL

X
X

X

X X X Mo

x

DOL0635
0041636
mol1637
YD0kL2636
¥D037633
¥D037633
00316500

DOL3635
¥D0LO635

¥D0356L5

7D035635

025615
10042633

025646
032665

TD032665
TDO296hEA
YDO 32665

YD032665
M275h75

03 63
YDOL6635

DOLG635

ID0LE635
0016635
o633

DOLG633

0035635
¥DO35635

RESULTS
2r100 /500 Bomb 6 43 1 secondary
L/500{#He;_ explosion
20 8/500:Borb 6 XBA
11/500{#%ap
2FLi  12/250{Bonb 6 KBA
9/ 5005 ap
246 1/2000;Borb 6 ¥BA; 1 mtr psns.
10/10005/Bomb
247 20/250# Bomb 5 XBA
li/Gun POD T 1A
2Fh &2 /250:/Bomb KRA
?/SOO#N@.PQ
FlR274
28y 6/5004Boxb) 5 KBAA
6/500Nap
. 6/POD 5%7uni FFAR
28y L/500;Bomb 5 KB4
}/POD SWZuni FEAr
2/5007lap
2074 20/500{Borib 5 KBA
600/205m.
2F4  §/500:ap 1 sec mdary exp,
6/500/B onib 5 EBL&; 1 mortar psne
20mm
24 8/500§Bomb 5 KBA
Y/500{fap
2F  6/500#Nap 5 KBL_BA
417D POD 2 JTSUEFAR
>/ 5007 Nap
2F100 L/500745ap 1 secondary Exp.
/500:Bozib 5 XBAg; 1 mortar pan
22l 8/500{Boub 5 XBA
/500 Alap
2F4 2400 rds320mm
lt/50G;ap
5/500: B omb
28l 8/500{Bomb
1/500:/%ap
2F4 12 /250/Boub
G /50055
20V~10 1/2,758 7.62
20 16/250!Bornh 1 secondary expe
. L/S007kap
2rl  8/5005Bonb
6/500; Tep .
2/7D POD 2. ;5% FFMRT
24y 12/500/Bomb
. 20
oFh  12/250/Bob
6/500;fap
2rh  S/500/Borb
l+/500/A%ap
/7D POD 2,759 FF
orly  1/R00ap
&/500 3000
2 wighol
24 12/250{Borb
" 6}/’5@(}5@@
24 8/50C;% oubs 2 secondary exp
/5020ap
2011
2
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IMATAA UIER Tactic Mir Support (22 Mar 69 - 2 4p€

) (LULluy

DATE o0 .I;-E T PQ Qogﬁ.w_,l.i/l{fg@ L LIS 20L& s
29 Mar 69 X vooL163h  2FL  L/S00ap 2 bunkers destroyed
(Cont) 12/5007Borb
20
VT30 cru Ofitinom 5 bunkers destroyed
20w
nrba4o) o8k 10/2 Foivile) 12 bunkers destroyed
u/SOO flap
X YDO38635 2% 12/250,,‘5’0110
hid YpoR5eLs  2FL4 D POD AN T
o/so0iicn
(o7 alohis} -
X wnanrill? o1 ﬁé% t:(‘) R0 9 punkers destroyed
2. 40 69 ZD896627 2% 12 Mike 3BUUT
o862 2Fh 12 K212
3 SUU7
TOTAL 9 L9
9% TonUwir v 8 day by day sueuwss 0F WO o directed
AR _£ooR1 B ACEFT VIL e . I¥ GBI
22 Mar 69 None
23 Mar 69  YDO33635 211100 8-500#Borbs Bunkers 1630
o ynr 69 TDOURRY 24 ompuu swaws  TTOOPS 10 contact
)-L"SOOuliTc-P .
052635 2-1100 DU T Troops in -----—- i*30
8=500 Doubs '
MRG0 Jre=fy 2\9—;’&5‘9;}36“% LZ«Prop 1630
931’ 3& LD UMD LG Troops in contact 2066
‘muou FO5  AJaww  ----. IN CONtact 2110
YO ~Ai Umpuuraaes  TTOOPS 1IN CONtact
}mg}-{};_;ll 1 =Flt 1J-25Q,a50u0s  Troops 1N~ —---- - 2200
NAIG Ll 10-50cf crabs  Troops — contact 2237
ORIl 3T zumbuuFooas  Troops - contact 2330
YIQLOGLY  émid zos> HN=s+= Troops in contact 0058
TARERS 116 32000 scmbs  Troops i contact --—-
TORT052 Qualhs 5-500 Jomwe Troops & wervem - 0115
633 2=hh lewbuugnamns  Troops . coritact 0205
DAZIARL 1-A6 22-suugpanns  Troops in contact 0325
VIR R640 . Deefl G50 R ONIDS Troops is: comtact 0330
TRO2LG3L 2=t 8500 womps  rvupe % cortact 0518
25 Mar 69  ¥DO9STOT - e 10-250#Bon s  Bwalel  TOOPS 1925
056662 1-Fly JO=500/Boribs  suavny . 2110
o366 L-Fl IN-RO0/Borbs  nesy posiUQS 2110
YDOSééGZ ...“‘F}_:. R [ Janae J OSt 2130
YDO566623 1»-/\6 5—2000,;-’])01&]’_)5 Tham g p ons
¥YDO53661  1-ih 6-5007Borbs  EOMY positions 5508
YDOSLG68 1050045 0S  Bromy positicns  Hg30
YDN97705 I BE=500B0 b3 Knowm rrers PSS 2520
05566l 2= 8-5007 ok Known enewy psng N0
YPOBOG6E3 1Bl R WYY © 6neny psns )O!g
YDo5L6T73 2=y 20500 o Tnowl cneny pshs (o35
053661 NG 0.5, dhe ;
yDOLOALT 12_not osbs  Troops in contact 050C
g ‘-"'n* vy nCcCoN
e 1-Fh _u-fgoo 28 Troops in contact 0520
TOL36Le  2-bh 9 & Troops 1 sonbact
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MONTANA MAULE: Tactical Air Support (22 Hex 69 - 2 Apr 69) (Cont)

DATE
26 ior 69

27 Var 69

23 yar 69

30 iar 69
31 forir69
1 gpr 69
2 Apr 69

COORDIMATES ACFT

130665
YD026656
TDO0B6E0
YDOL1.G8L
YD138727
DO95T7I5
YDO95715
YDO95715
YDOL168L
YDO78651

YDOLOETS
¥Do2L63L
no2964L 1,
YDO32660
YP0OLOGEH
YDOLLGEES
YDOSLG56
TD0226L)
0035657
0026640
rDO276k L
DO306LT
YD037655
T 5657

YDO51659
YDO57656
YDOL 666
YDO56668
YDO5066T
TDITOCHG
YPO50656G
TD027655
TD221C59
TDOL1055

WhL660
TDOL96h5

D02)1652
TDO21660
YDOGGEH)
YDOML6G0

TDO31653
YD035653
¥DO39C56
YDO67618
YDOGLO10
TD062655
YDOBLELY
¥D039656

TD0276,
YD021613
025662

TOL6657

TOTAL MISSIONS: 82
TOTAL SORTI.S: 123

®

146
1-p6
1-4
2eFl1
1-Fly
1~Fl
21,
2mply
2-A"
24l

2-F4
1Al
1Al

1-A6

1-fly
1-b]
1-aly
1=l
106
2-F4
1-Fl
1-4

17l
1-F4
1-A6
1-Th
2~Fl
2-Fl
1-Fl

21l

2111
2ull
2~4l
2uf).
2Ly
il
1-Fh

156
1-AG
110
1-A6
106
1-A6
1-46
2~Alh

1-p6
1-A6
24
1-16

ORDIIAITC

5-2000;Boabs
5200048 orbs
G500 D onbs

12=500:% ordbg
10-5004Bombs
10-500#Boubs
12-500:Bonbs
8~500. Bombs

8500 D ombes
12-500/Boribs

10-500/Bombs
6-250; Bombs
10250/ Bobs

28«500;Bonbsg

B2000Bomabs
10=250B o s
10~500_Bombs
225004Bortbs
22~500;Bosbs
12500, cibs
10«500:/Bosbsg
850075 ombss

105005 Bonbs
65005/ B oribs

12-500:Bonbs
520005 Bonbs
8-5000;Borbs
850007/ anibs
10-5005/Borbs
L0-50CiDdb s
125007 Donbs

12.5007# mbs
12=500;Bonbs
12=5004Bombs
12-500. Borls
12~-500:B onbs
20-500:#Baribs
10=5007#/Banbs

5-2000#B b s
28500/ Borbs
15=500iBombs
22-5007/Bombs
3~2000{Ba bs
2=2000;Doibs
22500 Bors
2-250;/Bomb
8500 Bonbs
12 =500, Donbs
10500 Dopb
85004 Dombs
28-5007/B ombs

Noae

Fone

ne

TARGET

Bunkers~troops
Bunkerg-troops

¥VA. Unit
N¥A. Unit
I‘WA' Unit
WA. Unit
Vhe Unit
HVA. Unit
WA. Tnib
WWA. Unit

Troops in
Troops in
Troops in

Troops in

Troops in
Troops in
Troops in
Troops in
Troops in
Troops in
Troops in
Troops in

Troops in
Troops in
Troops in
Troops in
Troops in
Troops in
Troops in
Troops in
Dunkers

Troops

Troops in
Troops in
Troops in
Troops in
Troops in
Troops in

contact
contact
contact

contact

contact
contact
contact
contact
contact
contact
contact
contact

contact
contact
contact
contact
contact
contact
contact
contact

contact
conbact
contact
contact
contact
contact

Enemy movenent
Bnewmy movenent
Tneny trails

Troops in
Troops in
Troops in
Troops in
Troops in

contact
contact
contact
contact
contact

Suspected Mortars

Suspected
Suspected

Mortars
Mortars

Suspected Mortars

€6

DECLASSIFIED

TIMH

U8
1448
2135
2155
2240
2340
2359
0259
0305
0513

1245
1832
1341

1925

1935
1943
1955
2005
2010
2025
2115

2145

2155
2205
2230
2235
2315
2320
2335
0010
0100

0115
0340

0355
o400
0520
0540
055

2236
2300
2330
n1ae
oho

0415
oh25
0650

0420
0432
0510
0555

8



DECLASSIFIED

( MONTANA MAUIER ’?

OPERATIONS SKETCHES -

Attached are :Bketches of Operation Monbaéna Msulers The sketches are. for
the days, and cover the areas liated belowe

Incl 24s
Incl 2B:
“Incl 20:
Incl 2D:
Incl 2E
Incl 2F:
Incl 2G:
Incl 2H:

Incl 2.

22,2 Mar 693 Area bounded by YD 029%01, 029628, ¥ 049628,
i 0h96oL

2l Mar 693 Area bounded by YD 03610, D 0344635, YD 060635,
D 060610 ,

25 I%IG(SQ; Area bounded by M 026615, ¥) 02663l, D 05163k,
I 051615

26 Mar 693 Area bounded by YD 02661ly, YD 026636, YDDO59636,
D) 05961l

27 Maxr 69; Area bounded by ¥D 022620, YD 0226L9, YD QLS6L9,
YD 049620

28 Iy 69; Area bounded by YD 021630, YD 021650, ¥ 075650,
¥D- 075630 -

294 30, 31 Mar 69; Area bounded by YD 02062] YD 020670,
YD 070670, D) 07062

Overlay of Phase Il

s -1 O~e~—r—

DECLASSIFIED



